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Introduction:

I will never forget I failed fourth grade. There were a whole lot of reasons for it- our school caught on fire and we have to go to another school and it messed me all up; I had the mumps that year and missed quite a few days of class; and my parents were having some problems so home was not very stable that year. No matter the reasons, my friends all went to fifth grade the following year and I stayed in the fourth.

Moreover, I can remember even at that young age thinking to myself that I wasn’t going to allow failure to keep me down. However, there are other people that the first time they experience failure it is all other. They say, “I will never try that again;’ or “I’ll never do this again.”
The Bible clearly teacher us that failure does not end it. We don’t have to call it quits after we fail. If that were the case, Adam and Eve’s failure in the Garden would have done us all in.  God has not allowed failure on my part or your part from carrying out His will. So we need to see what the Bible tells us about failure so can be better able to handle failure in our lives because we certainly will experience it.
Body:

1. Even when I fail, I can still succeed if I can realize that there is always the possibility that I can fail.
Matt 26: 33-35 Peter replied, “Even if all fall way on account of you, I never will.” I tell you the truth, Jesus answered, this very night before the rooster crows; you will disown me three times. But Peter declared, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.

A. You know what made Peter’s fall so bad is that he never thought he could fall. Look what he says, “I never will,” and “I will never disown you.” It is a long way down if you think that you are never going down.
B. It is a long way down if you think your business cannot fail. It is a long way down if you think your ministry cannot fail. It is a long way down if you think you are too good a Christian to fall.

C. The Bible teaches us that there is a possibility that I might fail but God will pick me up if I let him.

D. People are crushed when they think to themselves that there is no way I could fail. Failure is common to every one of us.

2. Even when I fail, I can still succeed if I can remember that failure does not change how God feels about me.

Luke 22:31-32- Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to shift you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you return back, strengthen your brothers.  
A. People react differently to someone who has failed at something. I can remember my friends who were in fifth while I was in the fourth grade. We started 1st grade together but now because I had failed they acted differently toward me. The only thing that changed is that I failed and they didn’t.

B. You start a business and it becomes successful people come out of the woodwork wanting to be your friend. But let that business fail and they all scatter.
C. God tells Peter I am praying for you but you are going to fall but it doesn’t change anything between you and Me. And that is the good news no matter what I have done or how miserably I have failed it changes nothing between God and I. 

D. You can be successful even if you fail if you can remember it does not change how God feels about you.

3. Even when I fail, I can still succeed if I can learn the lessons that came with the failure.

1 Corinthians 10:6-10 Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as they did…
A. This scripture clearly teaches that every failure carries with it lessons that can be learned. The Israelites failures in the wilderness had lessons we can learn from it.

B. The person who has problems in his or her life is the person who has not learned from their past mistakes. Do you know why? It is because they are going to travel that same road again and again.

4. Even when I fail, I can still succeed if I can learn to put my failures in the past.
Philippians 3:13-14 But one thing I do: forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead. I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.
A. Have you ever thought about this? The Damascus Road experience made everything that Paul did prior to that experience a failure. He was ambitious but he was doing the wrong thing. He was killing Christians not saving the lost. Spiritual speaking he was a failure. Paul says I have to put that behind me.
B. A marriage has problems and so the couple separates for a while. Finally, they get back together and one says, “I cannot get out of my mind what you did to me.” The relationship will not have success because they cannot get rid of the past.

C. People who are haunted by their failures are usually never successful. Paul was successful because he learned to put his failures behind him.

5. Even when I fail, I can still succeed if I can remember I have as many times as it takes to get it right.
Matt18:21-22 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times? Jesus answered, I tell you not seven times but seventy seven times.
A. We always think about what it is telling Peter and we never think about what it is telling the offender. But God is telling the offender that you have as many times as it takes to get it right.

B. God is giving us permission to try again even if we might fail again.

C. What do we do when we fail- we stop trying. God says keep on trying.

Conclusion:

God has a wonderful plan to deal with failure. I must recognize I am not perfect and that there are times I do fail. It does not affect one bit how God feels about me. It might change how you feel about but never God. Hopefully, I will have learned the lessons so I don’t repeat my failure. I need to put the failure behind me so I can get on with living. And I got God’s permission to keep trying to I get it right. What a wonderful way to deal with failure.

