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1. Esau was given a second name in Genesis 25:29-30. The name Edom means red. Now in Genesis 36:1- we see that name stuck with him. Since the name was associated with the red stew, it would have a negative connotation because it was with that stew that Esau lost his birthright.

2. Esau took two wives from the Canaanites when he was 40 years old in Genesis 26:34. They were Judith and Basemath in Genesis 26. In Genesis 30 they are called by their Edomite name. Judith is Oholibamah; Basemath is Adah because the Scripture describes her in both places as the daughter of Elon the Hittite.

3. In Genesis 36:3 Basemath daughter of Ishmael was described as Mahalath in Genesis 28:9.

4. Esau had three wives two he got when he was 40 years old. Both were Hittite women. And both Isaac and Rebekah, who both appear not to agree on a lot, agree that the two Canaanite wives were trouble. In Genesis 27:46-Rebekah expresses her disgust with them. In Genesis 28:8, we learn of the father’s disgust.

5. Esau is not without his problems also. In Hebrews 12:16 it describes Esau as godless. So Esau makes up the rules as he is going. Esau’s third wife, he married out of a desire to please his parents- so he goes and picks the daughter of Ishmael.

6. In Genesis 36:4, we see that Esau has 5 sons. We don’t know how many daughters but from vs 6, we know that he also had some daughters.

7. In verses 6-7, we see that Esau lives in the hill country of Seir with a great number of possessions.

8. The fact that Esau has a great number of possessions indicates that God choose to do something different in Esau’s case, then the blessing Isaac bestowed upon him. His blessing was that he would not have many possessions. Genesis 27:38- 40. But his descendants do come under the blessing.

9. And Esau didn’t throw off the yoke  from around his neck because God spared Isaac’s life some 20 more years than Esau expected. Look at Genesis 27:41. Esau’s life may have been drastically different if Isaac would have died when Esau expected.

10. We know that Esau was already living in Seir when Jacob returns from Padam Aram. Genesis 33:15-17.

11. So what possessions in Genesis 36:7 are they talking about if Esau is already in Seir prior to his brother returning.  It is talking about his inheritance. Jacob’s inheritance is growing and so Esau moves to the hill country of Seir.

12. We also know why in Genesis 33:9- Esau was willing not to accept the gifts of Esau. Esau already had plenty of his own. 

13. In vs 11 we see that Eliphaz has a concubine by name of Timna. In vs 22, we discover that she is a Horite.  So Esau line mergers with the  Horites. In Deuteronomy 2:12 the Edomites destroyed the Horites. And in Deut 2:22, that point is made again. Remember the blessing of Isaac to Esau in Genesis 27:40 You will live by the sword.

14. In Genesis 36:11 Timna bears a son Amalek who becomes the father of the Amalekites.  In Deuteronomy 25:17- God tells the Jews to destroy the Amalekites. So the blessing of Isaac  applies to his future generations. Add to that what the angel gave as the blessing for Ishmael in Genesis 16:11.

15. In Genesis 36:15 we see the structure of Esau’s family. They were chiefs. That word in the Hebrew means also thousand.   There are 14 chiefs and so 14,000 men not to mention women and children.

16. Remember the first two wives of Esau were the Hites women who lived there. In Genesis 36:20, we see that the Horites were already in the land and Esau family will intermarry them. In Genesis 14:6.

17. Esau’s style of governing is what we see in the Middle East even today.

18. With the last statement of Genesis 36, we hear no more about Esau in the Scripture. His death is not even recorded.

19. We conclude we two basis lines of people. The Abramhamic line and the line through Ishmael and Esau. 

