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Introduction:

Jury Duty, Guard Duty, and Life Guard on duty! The only thing in common between these three jobs is the word “duty”. 

And that’s what I want to talk about today; the duty of every Christian man and every Christian woman. I want to hold onto that word “duty”; I want to look at it closely; and then apply it to our lives because I don’t believe as Christians we understand the duty we truly have before God.
Turn with me in your Bibles to:

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 (NIV) 
13 Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole [duty] of man. 
14 For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil. 

Body:
1. Duty requires that I do what I don’t necessarily feel like doing.

Ecclesiastes 12:13 (NIV) 
13 Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole [duty] of man. 

A. Let’s be honest with one another this morning. Do you really feel like keeping God’s commandments all the time? Do you really feel like loving everybody in this congregation all the time? Do you real feel like coming to church every Sunday?

B. Solomon sayings feelings have nothing to do with it. It is your duty. Too many Christian men and women live their Christian lives based on their feelings.

C. I am to read my Bible not when I feel like it but everyday. I am to pray not when I feel like it but I am to pray without ceasing. I am to tell other people about Jesus not when I feel like it because I never feel like it but when the Holy Spirit prompts me to do so.
D. The bottom line is that when Solomon tells me it is my duty he takes my feelings out of serving God.

2. Duty makes the difference between hanging in there when times are tough or giving up and bailing out. 
2 Corinthians 11:24-26 (NIV) 
24 Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. 
25 Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, 
26 I have been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my own countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false brothers. 

A. Do you know what I want to say every time I read this passage of Scripture? “Paul, why in the world didn’t you just make it easy on yourself and just give up?”
B. And the answer to my question is that Paul saw being a minister of the Gospel as his duty. When he was standing before the Sanhedrin in the Book of Acts in Chapter 23 he told them that he has fulfilled his duty to God in all good conscience to this day.

C. If we saw what we do for Christ as our duty there would be far less empty pews on Sunday morning. If we saw what we do for Christ as our duty there would be far less Christian marriages ending in divorce. If we saw what we do for Christ as our duty this church would be known throughout this community as a church that witnesses for Christ.

D. What separates the great Christians and  the great churches from all the others is their sense of duty.  
3. Duty shows others what is really important to me.
Ecclesiastes 12:13 (NIV) 
13 Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole [duty] of man. 

A. For some of us work is out duty. We will show up to work sick as a dog because we are driven by our duty to work. We neglect time with our family to spend a few extra hours at work. But come Sunday morning we have a slight cough or watery eyes or something slightly better comes up and we better not go to church. Church is not our duty.
B. In the Book of Ecclesiastes Solomon says that I have tried everything there is to try under the sun. I have attempted to make pleasure my duty; I have attempted to made work by duty; I have attempted to make gathering great wealth my duty  but everything I tried to put my duty into had no meaning until I put my duty into God. For Solomon the only thing that made any sense is putting his duty towards is God. So he chooses to put his duty into fearing God and keeping his commandments.
C. Today where is your duty? We answer that question by determining what is the most important thing to me?  
Solomon says that duty demands it is God. God’s Holy Word demands that it is God. And Jesus tells you and me that duty demands it is God. 

Matthew 22:37-38 (NIV) 
37 Jesus replied: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' 
38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 

4.  Duty separates the committed from the half hearted. 

Ecclesiastes 12:13 (NIV) 
13 Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole [duty] of man. 

A. Christians in this church and for that matter all churches can be divided into two groups. This church has those Christians who are committed; and this church has those Christians who are half hearted. And the thing that divides is that sense of duty.

B. Solomon says that person that has a sense of duty will fear God and keep his commandments. And when you fear God and keep his commandments you are by its very nature going to separate yourself from the half hearted.

C. You know the half hearted they give lip service to serving God  but when it comes right down to it they are not dependable. You know the half hearted they don’t walk the straight line of the Christian life; they talk about a straight line but in the day to day world  they bend the rules to fit their needs. You know the half hearted they don’t fight off the temptation; they more often than not yield to the temptation.
5. My duty will be judged by God. 
Ecclesiastes 12:14 (NIV) 
14 For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil. 

A.  Jesus is the perfect example of duty. He asked in the Garden of Gethsemane that this cup pass Him but not His will but your will as Father be done.  He was saying that He will do what duty demands that He do.

B. And God rewarded Him and He now sits at the right hand of the Father. 

C. And that same Heavenly Father that rewarded Jesus for His duty will reward you and me for our duty to Him. And I know this: His rewards are generous.
Conclusion:
Let me make the conclusion as practical as possible to everyone here. 

If you belong to our church choir , then every time that choir meets for practice then it is your duty to be here.

If you are one of our church’s Sunday School teachers, every time that door swings open for Sunday School, you ought to be there. It is your duty.
If you are a deacon in this church, I believe that you ought to setting the example for church attendance. It is an embarrassment to this church not to have enough deacons present so that we can take up the offering some Sundays. It is your duty to set the example.

If you are a church member and there is something going on at the church that will edify and bless your spirit then you ought to be there. It is your duty as a member of this church.
I can only think of two reasons why you wouldn’t do what you need to do. And one day God’s going to judge those two reasons and they are not going to stay up to God’s test.

The first reason is that I don’t have that sense of duty. I am only half hearted in my commitment to God.  And the second reason is that I don’t have enough time to serve God. To that I answer: you will always have enough time for the things you put first. God is simply not first in your life. 
Today you may need to come to the altar and get things right with God before you leave this service. Duty demands it.

Let us pray!
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