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Duties of Priests and Levites

NUMBERS 18


1. In Numbers 16 Korah starts a rebellion against Moses and Aaron but it appears that his conflict is focused on Aaron.
Numbers 16:11 (NIV) 
11 It is against the LORD that you and all your followers have banded together. Who is Aaron that you should grumble against him?" 

 2. Then remember in Numbers 17 the Israelites are to choose one leader from each tribe who is to present a rod with his name on it and it is to be placed in the sanctuary and the one whose rod buds was to become the leader. 
Numbers 17:8 (NIV) 
8 The next day Moses entered the Tent of the Testimony and saw that Aaron's staff, which represented the house of Levi, had not only sprouted but had budded, blossomed and produced almonds. 

3. Now as we start verse 18 God does something unusual. He talks to Aaron. Normally, He talks to Moses and tell Moses to communicate to Aaron. But God does it directly here because Aaron ministry has come under attack and God is confirming his ministry.
Numbers 18:1 (NIV) 
1 The LORD said to Aaron, "You, your sons and your father's family are to bear the responsibility for offenses against the sanctuary, and you and your sons alone are to bear the responsibility for offenses against the priesthood. 

4. God words to Aaron are “I have given you authority but I am also holding you accountable.” If God gives someone authority and expects us to yield to that authority God will hold that person accountable. No one God has placed in charge has free reign.
5. Only Aaron and his sons were the priest; but the whole tribe of Levi was given the calling to help Aaron and the priest. The Levites however could not come near the altar and they could not go behind the veil. Now, if they do you will die and they will die also. And here we see what might have happened to Korah. He might have been given a lot more to do then he was suppose to and now God is tightening the requirements. VS 2-7.
6. Look at verse 7 God tells Aaron that I have given you the priesthood as a gift. Remember when he was given the priesthood after he had made the Golden Calf. It was a gift for service because without it Aaron would probably not been the person he needed to be. Sometimes I believe that God called me in ministry because I would not have been a good Christian if I was not a minister.

7. Verses 8-20 tell us how the Priest were to take care of their family. God was going to share his offerings with them. What the people were responsible to bring to God; God was going to share with the priest. You were responsible to bring your gift to God; God was responsible how it was going to be used.  There was no such thing as you directed how God was to use it. God used it as He sees fit.
8. To whom much is given much is required. God was going to take care of his servants and their families. In return what is required on them is that when they entered the Promised Land they would have no inheritance in the land. When the land was given to others Aaron and his sons would have no right to the land. The principle is simple: when God does something great in my life, I owe God.  Verse 20.

9. Just as God was going to take care of Aaron and his sons God now going to take care of the Levities. The tithe was to go to the Levites. It is interesting how God is using the tithe to take care of people. Look at how the tithe is used today, to build buildings. God was using the tithe for the social needs; we want to use it more for material needs.
10. Once again in verses 24, God is taking care of the Israelites so they will not inherit the land.

11.  Now the question might come up: “ If I am a Levite, and I’ve received the tithes from other people for the Lord, do I have to pay tithe? The answer is yes! Everyone needs to learn the blessing of giving. Verse 28
12. What was the penalty for robbing God? Death verse 32.
Dr. Dave M. Hartson         Page 4
7/8/2007

