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Don’t Tell Me You Love Jesus, Show Me
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Introduction:

 I am convinced that it is easier to be busy doing church work than it is to be loving. I am convinced that it is easier to have a good working knowledge of the Scriptures than it is to be loving. I am convinced that it is easier to give your hard earned dollars to the church than it is to be loving. Yet the supreme characteristic that Our Father demands of His people is love.
If Jesus’ death and resurrection is real in our lives than the way that we treat people ought to be loving. But sadly, I am embarrassed for the Church of Jesus Christ at the number of people who say that they are Christian and are yet mean spirited and just plain nasty.
The Apostle John in his Epistle we have been studying picks up that cry that we ought to love one another and he says let me show you the difference between someone who loves and someone who hates.
And I want to stop John right there and tell him that there has to be other options between love and hate. There just can not be those two options. You either love or you hate. There got to be others option: how about I love you but I don’t like you but I don’t hate you. Or how about I don’t love and I don’t hate you I just dislike you a whole bunch. Or how about I don’t feel anything either way about you.
Bur Jesus, Himself, shut that door on any other option when He told us in the Sermon on the Mount that we are even to love our enemies and pray for those who persecute us. So you either love or you hate and as I Christian I must love.
So let’s look at the difference between love and hate as we read: 

1 John 3:11-24 (NIV) 
11 This is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one another. 
12 Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own actions were evil and his brother's were righteous. 
13 Do not be surprised, my brothers, if the world hates you. 
14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death. 
15 Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him. 
16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. 
17 If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? 
18 Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. 
19 This then is how we know that we belong to the truth, and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence 
20 whenever our hearts condemn us. For God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 
21 Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God 
22 and receive from him anything we ask, because we obey his commands and do what pleases him. 
23 And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us. 
24 Those who obey his commands live in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us. 

Body:
1. Do nothing about Jesus in your life and you will soon discover how easy it is to hate.

1 John 3:12-13 (NIV) 
12 Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own actions were evil and his brother's were righteous. 
13 Do not be surprised, my brothers, if the world hates you. 

A.  Look at the question in verse 12 with me. “And why did he murder him?” Listen closely to the answer. Cain killed his brother because what Cain did was bad and what Abel did was good. Some thing doesn’t sound right. Cain, you killed Abel because he was a good guy who did good things. Does that make sense? Yes, it does because it tells us how easy it is to hate if you never did anything about Jesus in your life.
B. And then in verse 13 John tells us as Christians don’t be surprised that the world hates you. We know from the Sermon on the Mount that wide is the way that leads to destruction and many enter eternity by that way. In other words, the world is mostly made up of people who have done nothing about Jesus in their life. And they, like Cain, can not stand that there are people in the world trying to live the right way like Abel. And so they hate the Christians just like Cain hated Abel. In other words, John is saying: it is nothing new so be prepared for it.  
C. You may ask why would someone hate some one else for doing the right thing?  How about these as possible motives. Oh, he or she is so righteous always leaving me Bible quotes about this or that. I am tired of them throwing their religion at me. Oh, with my brother being Christian and me not, I am always looked down upon by my parents as being the bad guy. Or my wife’s Christian friends are always making me look bad because I don’t buy in to all that religious stuff. I can not stand her friends; they are hurting my marriage.
2. Do something with Jesus in your life and you will soon discover peace in your soul and love in your heart.
1 John 3:14-15 (NIV) 
14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death. 
15 Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him. 

A. John tells us that two things ought to happen to the person who gives their life over to Jesus. First, we sense a change in our soul. John says: it passes from death to life. To go from the fear of death and what it holds for us to a sense of life and what it hold for us– a  great sense of peace should come over us. 

B. One day every one of us in this room, our soul will be required of us but what a sense of peace for those who are right with God at that time.

C. But the second thing that should happen to the person who gives his life over to God is that love should fill their hearts. And if love fills their hearts their love is transformed from being exclusive to be inclusive.

D. An unbeliever can love but their love is exclusive. It is limited to those they want to love like spouse, children, family, close friends etc. But the Christian can have a love that is all inclusive. It is open to everybody even those who might consider us their enemy.  

E. Is your love exclusive or is it inclusive? It will tell a lot about you!

3. As long as there are sinful people who want to be forgiven, frightened people who want hope and anxious people that want peace there will be extraordinary examples of genuine love because when you find what you are looking for you will have found Jesus and He will have given you that type of genuine love.
1 John 3:16-18 (NIV) 
16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. 
17 If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? 
18 Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. 

A. The first example of extraordinary love was Jesus laying down His life for me. Jesus is the epitome of love. And when I find Jesus in my life I too can have extraordinary examples of love.
B. The Apostle Paul in the Book of Philippians says that he is glad that he finds himself in a Roman prison so that he preach to the Roman guard who may not have heard the message otherwise. Why this extraordinary love? Because Paul found Jesus on the Damascus Road.
C. Why do people every day leave the comforts of their home and go to a far off place and serve as a missionary to a people they never knew. It can only be the extraordinary love of God.
D. Why does a person who doesn’t have very much share what they have with someone less fortunate then they are? It can only be the extraordinary love of God.
E. If God’s love is real in this church we should have steady accounts of how God has allowed us to meet the needs of people less fortunate. Why? Because of the extraordinary love of God.

4. You may never receive a thank you for your kind act; you may never receive an apology from your enemies but you still go on praying for them; you may never seem to get ahead financially because you always seem to be burdened about someone else’s need but don’t ever think that your acts of love go unnoticed by our Heavenly Father.

1 John 3:21-23 (NIV) 
21 Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God 
22 and receive from him anything we ask, because we obey his commands and do what pleases him. 
23 And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us. 

A. God’s promise to me: you go ahead and do extraordinary examples of love for others and I will do extraordinary examples of love for you in your own life. You be moved about others and I will be moved about you.

B. Not a bad promise from God. 

Conclusion:

The conclusion is quite simple. God has first shown His love to me by dying on the cross for me. I am to show my love specifically to the brethren but to all people including my enemies. And in return God will continue to shower me with His love.

If I am not able to show that love there is a very good chance that I don’t Jesus. Today, if you are uncertain about your relationship with Jesus don’t leave here without getting it resolved. We have counselors in the front who would love to tell you about Jesus. Will you come? Let us pray!
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