Don’t Write God Off

Exodus 7:8- 11:10


Introduction
God has some critics that try to write Him off. They will tell you that they have a problem believing that God created the earth from nothing in six days and on the seventh day He rested.
They have a problem believing that the ten plagues happened in Egypt just like the Bible recorded.

They have a problem believing that something marvelous happened on the cross when Jesus took upon Himself my sin and your sin. They have a problem believing that the grave couldn’t hold Him and on the three day He arose to live forever more.

All this tells me that God has His share of critics that want to write Him off. They simply don’t want to give Him credit for anything that He does. And I can understand that kind of mentality from people who reject God; people who call themselves atheists; and even from people who are not saved because I know my Bible says Satan has blinded their minds.

But I have a real problem when God’s people, people who know Him as Lord and Savior write Him off. Have you ever heard Christians say to one another?
“My life is a mess, God can not help me.”

“I can’t expect God to forgive me, I can’t even forgive myself.”

“If the doctors can’t help me, how is God going to be able to help me?”

And to me the worse statement of them all: “There is no hope. Or, no use trying, there is no hope.”

And so I enjoy studying the plagues because they remind me to never write God off. In the Book of Job, Job’s wife was quick to write God off, she tells Job, curse God and die. Job, on the other hand, wasn’t willing to write God off. He says should I accept the good from God and not the bad.

So let’s see this morning what the plagues teach us about God so that we will be like Job and less likely to write God off in our live if things turn bad.
Body:

1. We are less likely to write God off if we can learn to believe what He tells us exactly like He tells us. 
Exodus 7:3-5 (NIV) 
3 But I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and though I multiply my miraculous signs and wonders in Egypt, 
4 he will not listen to you. Then I will lay my hand on Egypt and with mighty acts of judgment I will bring out my divisions, my people the Israelites. 
5 And the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD when I stretch out my hand against Egypt and bring the Israelites out of it." 

A. What does the devil try to do? He tries to twist God’s Word so that we end up with a completely different meaning.

B. Remember what God told Adam in the Garden Genesis 2:16-17 (NIV) 
16 And the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 
17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die." 

C. And what does the devil say to Eve in Genesis 3:4 (NIV) 
4 "You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. 

D. The devil added just one word “not” but it was enough to cause her to doubt God and write off what God said.

E. There are books about the plagues that try to get you to believe that there is some natural way to explain those supernatural events. I refuse to read them because I am not going to let the opportunity for doubt to arise in my heart. God said that He did the plagues in Exodus and that is good enough for me.
F. I wonder today if there is any body here that hopes they are going to heaven but just not sure. They have given their heart to the Lord but the way they have lived causes them to doubt that they are heaven bound? This, I am sure of: if that is the case the devil has planted some doubt in your mind because God is clear. “He who has the Son has the life.”And He says these things I write to you so that you might know that you have eternal life.”
G. Don’t write God off-believe every Word that He tells you.

2. We are less likely to write God off if we believe that He is a miracle working God.

Exodus 7:10-13 (NIV) 
10 So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did just as the LORD commanded. Aaron threw his staff down in front of Pharaoh and his officials, and it became a snake. 
11 Pharaoh then summoned wise men and sorcerers, and the Egyptian magicians also did the same things by their secret arts: 
12 Each one threw down his staff and it became a snake. But Aaron's staff swallowed up their staffs. 
13 Yet Pharaoh's heart became hard and he would not listen to them, just as the LORD had said. 

A. Aaron and Moses go to Pharaoh and perform the first miracle. Aaron throws down his staff and it becomes a snake. Pharaoh’s summons his magicians and they can repeat what Aaron did. Pharaoh’s heart becomes hard because he could not see the real miracle. All he could see was that his guys could do what Aaron did. But the real miracle was that Aaron’s staff swallowed up the staff of the magicians.

B. Pharaoh could not see the miracle even as it was occurring right in front of his face. And I afraid to say that there are Christians who can not see the miracles that God is doing in their life right in front of their face. Pharaoh says his magicians can do it; we would say our doctors can do it. God says it is a miracle; we say that there must be someway to naturally explain it.

C. My Bible says that God is the same yesterday, today and forever. And since He was a miracle working God in the Old Testament; He is a miracle working God today. 

D. You find ways to discount God’s miracles; it won’t be long before you are writing God off.

E. If you don’t want to write God off- you have better believe that He is a miracle working God.
3. We are less likely to write God off if we realize that God works in our lives in meaningful ways. 

Exodus 7:5 (NIV) 
5 And the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD when I stretch out my hand against Egypt and bring the Israelites out of it." 

Exodus 12:12 (NIV) 
12 "On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn--both men and animals--and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the LORD. 

A. The plagues that God chose to execute upon the Egyptians were not chosen haphazardly. They were part of God’s master plan. Before the first plague is ever done God tells us that He wants the people to know that He is the Lord. And before the tenth plague is done He tells us that He is bringing judgment upon the false gods and that He is the Lord.
B. And each one of the plagues was designed by God along that line to show the futility of the false gods and the necessity of following the True God.

C. Well if God does not work Haphazardly in His bringing forth the plagues we can be sure that God does not work haphazardly in our lives either. He has a plan. And whatever has happened to you in the past God or is happening to you now God is using to build upon that plan.

D. It is that kind of mind set that doesn’t write God off. If you think that things happen to you for no real purpose (they are just random) then you are likely to write God off.

E. Believe that God has a purpose for what has happened and what is happening to you and you won’t write God off.
4. We are less likely to write God off if we understand how merciful He is to us.

Exodus 11:4-5 (NIV) 
4 So Moses said, "This is what the LORD says: 'About midnight I will go throughout Egypt. 
5 Every firstborn son in Egypt will die, from the firstborn son of Pharaoh, who sits on the throne, to the firstborn son of the slave girl, who is at her hand mill, and all the firstborn of the cattle as well. 
A. Have you ever wondered why God had Moses and Aaron go through all the effort and time spent doing the first 9 miracles. Why didn’t God just cut to the chase and do the 10th plague from the start? And I found the answer in Ezekiel.

Ezekiel 33:11 (NIV) 
11 Say to them, 'As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways! …

B. Do you hear what Ezekiel is saying? God is merciful to even the wicked. And so doesn’t it make sense to you that we can say with confidence that God is merciful to His children.

C. So why did Jonah run from God? Why did Adam and Eve hide from God? Why do Christians today run or hide from God? It is because we have forgotten how merciful that He is.

D. Remember God’s mercies are new everyday and we won’t write God off. Forget about His mercies and we may write Him off. 

Conclusion

Today, have you in some way written God off? Oh, He can’t do anything for me! 

Well, I am here to tell you God can do the supernatural in your life if you will let Him. I am here to tell you if you will quit running from God and make a move toward Him that He will grab you and hold you tight. I am here to tell you if you open your spiritual eyes you can see God’s imprint all over your life.

What is it that God is telling you this morning? What decision is it that you have to make today? The altar is open.
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