Don’t Settle for Second Best Numbers 32
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Introduction
Can you believe what the children of Gad and the children of Reuben ask? The Israelites have been in slavery 400 years and now they had wandered in the wilderness 40 years all to get into the Promised Land. They get to the Promised Land and these tribes are satisfied right here- on the wrong side of the Jordan. And then they go to Moses tell them their argument and ask him to try to understand. WOW!
Body

1. Vs. 1-5 Gad and Reuben are willing to exchange their calling for livestock. 

A. God called all of Israel to enter the Promised Land. But two tribes said “no” we got livestock and this land is suitable for them.

B. They haven’t learned their lesson. In Genesis, didn’t we have someone sell out their birthright for some stew? (Esau sold out his birthright for some stew.) These tribes are going to sell out their possession for position.

C. They forgot the call of God and were making their decision based upon their possessions. 

D. Were they supposed to have this land? No. How can I say this is not part of the Promised Land? 

Moses would never make it to the Promised Land.

Numbers 20:12 (NIV) 
12 But the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, "Because you did not trust in me enough to honor me as holy in the sight of the Israelites, you will not bring this community into the land I give them." 

Moses would be able to see it but not go in it.
Numbers 27:12-13 (NIV) 
12 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Go up this mountain in the Abarim range and see the land I have given the Israelites. 
13 After you have seen it, you too will be gathered to your people, as your brother Aaron was, 

E. Yet Moses was already in the land that these people wanted to stay in. This was not Promised Land. And just because they wanted it didn’t make it Promised Land. God does not change His plans to suit me; I need to change my plans to suit God.

F. Has God challenged you to enter the Promised Land but you have been pretty content to stay right where you are?
2. Vs 6-15 Moses tells the children of Gad and Reuben if I allow you to do this, your action would discourage the others.

A. A sure way to discourage your desire to go further with God is hang around people who are just content right where they are. Look at vs. 6 Numbers 32:6 (NIV) 
6 Moses said to the Gadites and Reubenites, "Shall your countrymen go to war while you sit here? 

B. If Moses let’s them do this they will be doing the same exact thing that the 10 spies did when they attempted to discourage the people about the Promised Land because of the giants. You will be discouraging the people because you will be sitting here while we go to war.

C.  Moses called these people a “brood of sinful men” and you may be the cause of all the people dying in the wilderness again. 

3. The children of Gad and Reuben try to justify their sinfulness by offering a token act of righteousness. 

A. In vs. 12 Moses talks about Caleb and Joshua who wholly followed the Lord. Compare that to Reuben and Gad who only partially want to follow God.

B. They make a deal with Moses: They will build their cities for their wives and children. But they will go to war and fight with their brothers. When the conquering is done, then they will go home.

C. Vs 20- Then Moses said to them. Interesting how many times in Numbers we saw the Lord told Moses to tell them. This time we don’t see Moses going to God with this answer. It appears to be Moses’ answer. We don’t hear what God has to say about this matter.
D. Why do I think that is Moses’ advice and not God’s? In 1 Chronicles 5 when the Syrians captured the Israelites and brought them into captives the first tribes that are captured are Gad and Reuben.
E. And my second reason is that what started out two tribes wanting to stay on the wrong side ended up being 2 ½ tribes staying on the wrong side.

Numbers 32:33 (KJV) 
33 And Moses gave unto them, even to the children of Gad, and to the children of Reuben, and unto half the tribe of Manasseh the son of Joseph, the kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites, and the kingdom of Og king of Bashan, the land, with the cities thereof in the coasts, even the cities of the country round about. 

4. They stuck to their promise but it was not God’s best for them.
Joshua 22:1-4 (KJV) 
1 Then Joshua called the Reubenites, and the Gadites, and the half tribe of Manasseh, 
2 And said unto them, Ye have kept all that Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, and have obeyed my voice in all that I commanded you: 
3 Ye have not left your brethren these many days unto this day, but have kept the charge of the commandment of the LORD your God. 
4 And now the LORD your God hath given rest unto your brethren, as he promised them: therefore now return ye, and get you unto your tents, and unto the land of your possession, which Moses the servant of the LORD gave you on the other side Jordan. 

5. The encouragement to me is that the daughters of Zelophehad who asked Moses for a share of the inheritance didn’t settle east of the Jordan. They went to the Promised Land.

Joshua 17:5-6 (KJV) 
5 And there fell ten portions to Manasseh, beside the land of Gilead and Bashan, which were on the other side Jordan; 
6 Because the daughters of Manasseh had an inheritance among his sons: and the rest of Manasseh's sons had the land of Gilead. 
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