It is Dangerous to Do Anything Other than Walk Side by Side with Jesus

2 John 7 & 9
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INTRODUCTION:
If you bring your teenagers with you to the grocery store, they will generally walk ahead of you. You know, it is not cool to be seen with mom and dad. Little children at the amusement park will run ahead of their parents in the excitement to get in line for the next ride. If you are boarding a plane the stewardess will generally seat the first class passenger before allowing the other passengers to board. First class passengers pay more and one of their privileges is to board ahead of you. Life is full of those times when someone is going to get ahead of you.
But life also has those opportunities when I am the one who gets ahead of someone else. I file my tax return later than my brother but I get my refund first. You are trying to get to a great parking space you eyed from another lane but I beat you to it. You know that the waitress took your order before she took mine but I got my meal first. I get those times when I am the one who gets to go ahead of you.
But John in his message to us this morning is going to warn us that there is one person we better not follow too far behind and that person we better not run too far ahead of – and His name is Jesus. It is dangerous to anything other than walk side by side with Jesus.  

Turn with me in your Bibles to:

2 John 1:7 (NIV) 
7 Many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh, have gone out into the world. Any such person is the deceiver and the antichrist. 

2 John 1:9 (NIV) 
9 Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of Christ does not have God; whoever continues in the teaching has both the Father and the Son. 

In verse 7 John tells us of deceivers who have gone out into the world and have spread their false doctrines and we know that Christians have fallen victim to their false doctrines. And what is the primary purpose of spreading false doctrines? It is simply to slow down the Christian so that we fall behind in our walk with Jesus.

In the Old Testament there is the example of this in the Book of Numbers. The Moabite king sent his women to the camp of the Israelites and as the Israelite men mingled with these women they began following the false gods of the Moabites. And the result is that they fell behind in their walk with God. False doctrine will always cause someone to fall behind in their walk with God.
But in verse 9 John also warns us of running ahead of God. Moses ran ahead of God and spent 40 years in the backside of the wilderness learning that it is costly to run ahead of God. 
So if there are problems walking behind Jesus; and if there are problems running ahead of Jesus; it makes sense that the only place of safety is walking with Jesus. So, the question that I have got to ask myself is “am I walking with Jesus? And so I need to have confidence in knowing that I am walking with Jesus. So let’s try to build that confidence by examining some of the characteristics of walking with Jesus.

BODY:

1. Walking with Jesus begins with my agreement with Him as to what He is doing my life.
Amos 3:3 (NIV) 
3 Do two walk together unless they have agreed to do so? 

A. Today, if you are angry at God because you don’t like what is happening in your life then you probably not walking with God; instead you are probably walking behind Him.

B. Today, if you think you can fix your own problems without God’s help then you probably not walking with God; instead you are probably running ahead of God.
C. Walking with God means that when He moves in my life I move. I don’t tell Him that I am not ready when He tells me that I am. When He gives me instruction I go or I do what He has asked me to do without fighting with Him or without hesitation.
D. Walking with God means when that He stops, I stop and I wait for Him. Usually, it is those times that I don’t have any clear direction from God and so I wait. Sometimes, God will even sit me down on the bench for a while to watch and grow before He gives me instruction to move forward. And even then I must be in agreement with God as to what He is doing in my life even if it is sitting on the bench and waiting.
E. If I am walking in agreement with God whatever situation I am in; I know God knows best and I will agree with God about where He has me at this point in my life.
2. Walking with Jesus means that I can not keep my distance from God’s people in my life.
2 John 1:5-6 (NIV) 
5 And now, dear lady, I am not writing you a new command but one we have had from the beginning. I ask that we love one another. 
6 And this is love: that we walk in obedience to his commands. As you have heard from the beginning, his command is that you walk in love. 

A. As you study the life of Jesus one thing that becomes evident is that He did not distance Himself from His followers. Wherever He went the disciples went; if not all of them then at least the inner circle of disciples came. Many times, besides the disciples were a great gathering of followers that surrounded Jesus. In fact, the only times that I can recall that Jesus was alone is when He went to privately talk with His Father.
B.  And if you were to ask me why I shouldn’t keep my distance from other Christians? My answer to you would be Jesus didn’t keep His distance from His followers and He commands us not to keep our distance from other Christians.
C. Let me tell you something when we stop associating with other Christians; stop worshipping with other Christians; stop praying with other Christians; stop partnering with other Christians, we are not walking with Jesus.
D. Oh, we might deceive ourselves into thinking I am walking with Jesus. I get my dose of from the great TV preachers; I still prayer and read my Bible on my own.  But you are still deceived because you can not get around the fact it is necessary to walk with other believers to be walking with God. It is His commandment to us.

E. So, isolate yourself from other Christians and you are walking behind the Lord. 

3. Walking with Jesus means that I have to take the trash out of my life and replace it with the truth. 

2 John 1:4 (NIV) 
4 It has given me great joy to find some of your children walking in the truth, just as the Father commanded us. 

A. Only some were walking in the truth. That means that the others had to allow the world with its ideas and values to greatly shape who they became. But the truth is that to some extent all of us have some of the world in us and sometimes a little too much of it. Those times we have to throw out that trash and choice to accept the truth. 
B. But unfortunately sometimes we can not distinguish trash from truth because we are so use to allowing the trash into our lives. It would be so amazing if we could call trash what God calls trash and if we could call truth what God calls truth.

C. Allow too much trash in our life and I can assure you that you are not walking with God. You are falling behind in your walk with Jesus. Trash will never allow you to walk with Jesus only truth allows you to walk with Jesus. 

4. Walking with Jesus means that God’s presence is all over your life and you can sense it. 
2 John 1:3 (NIV) 
3 Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Father's Son, will be with us in truth and love. 

A.  Verse 3 is not a prayer for God to grant you grace mercy and peace in your life. Rather, it is a statement of certainty. John says these attributes of God will be with you.
B. Because you are walking with the Lord you will have grace, mercy and peace all over you. When you are walking with God you sense His presence in your life.

C. Walk ahead of God or walk behind Him and you will not sense that presence of God in your life. You can only sense that when you are walking with Him.

CONCLUSION:

Today as we close I only have one question for you. Are you walking with the Lord? With eyes closes and heads bows; no one looking around today are you willing to admit that you are walking behind the Lord; are you willing to admit that you are walking ahead of the Lord. If you want the pastor to pray for you that you will learn to walk with the Lord slip up your hand and put it back down.

Let us pray!
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