Let Me Sing You a Song

Deuteronomy 32


Background
Let’s do a quick review of Deuteronomy 31 so we understand the reason for Deuteronomy 32. Moses brings Joshua in front of the people and tells them that Joshua will be the new leader. Moses tells the people that it doesn’t matter who is the human leader is as long as God leads they will be successful. 

God then tells Moses to bring Joshua to the Tent of meetings so that he can be commissioned by God. God proceeds to tell Joshua that the task ahead of you is difficult because the people will rebel against Me. But you Joshua remain strong and be courageous.

Then God tells Moses to write a song and teach it to the people so the people will know why I will bring judgment to them. But before Moses teaches it to the people, he has one of the anger outburst that he is known for. It served to show that God is totally justified in not allowing Moses to enter the Promised Land.

Now as we begin Chapter 32, the anger outburst is over and Moses is ready to teach the Israelites the song that God commanded Moses to write.

Moses recites a song in the hearing of all the people (31:30). 

The Outline of the Song

Introduction- vs 1-4  We get a personal confession. He is the Rock. The same Rock that God told Moses to speak to and instead He struck the rock. And because of that Moses is not able to lead the people into the Promised Land. He is a just God when Moses leaves 2 ½ tribes on the wrong side of the Jordan and now can not go over the Jordan. So Moses has come to grips with the fact that he is going to die on the wrong side of the Jordan but God is justified in His actions..

Accusation vs 5-6  They have corrupted themselves. They have forsaken the God who has led them. 
God’s Faithfulness is recalled in times past   vs. 7-14 Moses reminds the people of all God has done in the past.

Israel responds with turning to false gods. Vs 15-18

God’s reaction: withdrawal from and punishment of Israel. Vs 19-27

God personally states his case and makes His plea to Israel. Vs 28-43

Moses encourages Israel vs 44-47
 In this song, he sang of how Israel would turn away from God, getting fat, lazy, and comfortable because they have had it so good from all of God’s blessings. Israel would be enticed to follow other gods and God would allow them to fall because He loved them so much. Moses prophesied that the sword would bereave them from the outside—there would be attackers from outside their borders—and that within their borders, there would be terror (32:25). Moses sang that the people would not understand these things (32:28) and that if they only had eyes that could discern what was happening they would see the wonders of their God (32:30). Then Moses sang of God’s vengeance and retribution and how He would vindicate His people.
Think how America parallels this song of Moses.
.
1. Israel had been blessed by God beyond measure—so have we. Vs 7
2. Israel forsook God because of its comfort—v.15—so have we.
3. Israel turned to other gods, sacrificed to demons and they forgot God who had given them birth—vv. 16-18—so have we—we have sacrificed to the demons our unborn children through abortion.
4. God allowed Israel to be attacked—without and within—because of her idolatry—so have we. Vs 25-26
5. How could a group of 12-24 do so much damage if God had not taken His protective care from us?—v. 30. 

Friends, have we not as a nation gone the way of Israel? Has not God dealt with us just as He did with Israel? We are loveless, disobedient and senseless children and God has promised to do everything to get us to see how good He is and how evil are those we have chosen to follow as a nation.

Verses 35-43 tell us something else about our God.

1. Friends, like it or not, God will punish a nation and her people for turning her back upon Him. 
2. Though God punishes us for our sin, God also has promised to punish those who have done this to us.
a. Verse 35 tells us that our enemies’ feet will slip and calamity will one day come upon them.
b. God promises to vindicate His people—36.
c. God promises to have compassion on His people—v. 36
d. God promises these things when He sees that His people have become helpless and dependant upon Him once again. 
e. Verses 40-42 promise that God will have His vengeance against His adversaries. 

Paul quoted this passage in Romans 12 where he tells us to pray for our enemies and leave the vengeance to God. We should understand that there is so much more that God can do to those who attack His people than we can. Though we may all want retribution, it would serve us well to consider our position before God, before we try to do something we shouldn’t. 
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