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Deuteronomy 25
1. Limits as to what can be done to a criminal (1-2)

a. Purpose of court: to justify the right doer and punish the wrong doer.

Romans 13:4 (NIV) 
4 For he is God's servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God's servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 
b. The judgment was to be carried out in the presence of the judge. What does it tell us about God- He will judge and 
Revelation 20:11-15 (NIV) 
11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. 
12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 
13 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done. 
14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. 
15 If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 
2 Peter 2:4 (NIV) 
4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting them into gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment; 

c. Could not exceed 40 stripes. In actual practice the Jews developed a whip with three cords and the prisoner was beaten 13 times or 39 stripes.

2 Corinthians 11:23-24 (NIV) 
23 Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of my mind to talk like this.) I am more. I have worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, and been exposed to death again and again. 
24 Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. 

Lesson: The punishment should not be overdone. Excessive punishment will break a person’s spirit. It has application to parents.
d. Only in cases of death were the witnesses to carry out the judgment.  In things not involving death, the judge carried out the judgment.

Deuteronomy 17:6-7 (NIV) 
6 On the testimony of two or three witnesses a man shall be put to death, but no one shall be put to death on the testimony of only one witness. 
7 The hands of the witnesses must be the first in putting him to death, and then the hands of all the people. You must purge the evil from among you. 
Lesson: Think about that plays out in Jesus case. The Pharisees bring a death charge. They give him to Pilate and he washes his hands of the matter as he is not a witness but he charges out the state s verdict. So Jesus hung on the cross unjustly.

2. Muzzling the ox (4)

a. An ox would be used to thresh the grain by having it walk over the grain, separating the grain from the chaff. If the ox got hungry as he is doing his work let him eat.

b. Paul uses the Scripture to say that those who work hard in the ministry ought to be able a living off what he is doing.

1 Timothy 5:17-19 (NIV) 
17 The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, especially those whose work is preaching and teaching. 
18 For the Scripture says, "Do not muzzle the ox while it is treading out the grain," and "The worker deserves his wages." 
19 Do not entertain an accusation against an elder unless it is brought by two or three witnesses. 
1 Corinthians 9:9-10 (NIV) 
9 For it is written in the Law of Moses: "Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain." Is it about oxen that God is concerned? 
10 Surely he says this for us, doesn't he? Yes, this was written for us, because when the plowman plows and the thresher threshes, they ought to do so in the hope of sharing in the harvest. 
3. Leave your brother a heritage(5-10)

a. When Judah’s son Er died without having a child with his wife Tamar, Judah made Er’s brother Onam marry Tamar to produce offspring.

Genesis 38:6-11 (NIV) 
6 Judah got a wife for Er, his firstborn, and her name was Tamar. 
7 But Er, Judah's firstborn, was wicked in the LORD's sight; so the LORD put him to death. 
8 Then Judah said to Onan, "Lie with your brother's wife and fulfill your duty to her as a brother-in-law to produce offspring for your brother." 
9 But Onan knew that the offspring would not be his; so whenever he lay with his brother's wife, he spilled his semen on the ground to keep from producing offspring for his brother. 
10 What he did was wicked in the LORD's sight; so he put him to death also. 
11 Judah then said to his daughter-in-law Tamar, "Live as a widow in your father's house until my son Shelah grows up." For he thought, "He may die too, just like his brothers." So Tamar went to live in her father's house. 

b. Now one of the interactions between Jesus and Saducces dealt with this law.

Matthew 22:24-30 (NIV) 
24 "Teacher," they said, "Moses told us that if a man dies without having children, his brother must marry the widow and have children for him. 
25 Now there were seven brothers among us. The first one married and died, and since he had no children, he left his wife to his brother. 
26 The same thing happened to the second and third brother, right on down to the seventh. 
27 Finally, the woman died. 
28 Now then, at the resurrection, whose wife will she be of the seven, since all of them were married to her?" 
29 Jesus replied, "You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of God. 
30 At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven. 
c. So Jesus answers their question and then He goes on the attack.
Matthew 22:31-32 (NIV) 
31 But about the resurrection of the dead--have you not read what God said to you, 
32 'I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob'? He is not the God of the dead but of the living."  (This is a quote from Exodus 3:6.

d. Besides not believing in a resurrection the Sadducees also only believed that the first 5 book were inspired. They did not believe in the prophets, the Psalms, the history books. And so Jesus attacks them with one of the books they believe inspired. God told Moses that He is currently the God of Abraham. If there was no resurrection than God would have told Moses that “I was the God of Abraham since Abraham would have long been dead at the time of Moses.
e. That his brother’s name not be put out in Israel. (6) It was to keep the line of the brother going.
i. Implication for us is when you marrying someone you are also marrying their family.

4. If the man will not perform the duty as the husband’s brother. The woman would go to the city gate to the elders and tell them of her situations. They would summon the man to the city gate to try to persuade him to marry her. If not, the woman takes off one of his scandals and the city officials would keep it and she would then spit in his face.

5. The Family of the Unsandaled or bayith chalotz hana’al.

6. Ruth 4:4-10 (NIV) 
4 I thought I should bring the matter to your attention and suggest that you buy it in the presence of these seated here and in the presence of the elders of my people. If you will redeem it, do so. But if you will not, tell me, so I will know. For no one has the right to do it except you, and I am next in line." "I will redeem it," he said. 
5 Then Boaz said, "On the day you buy the land from Naomi and from Ruth the Moabitess, you acquire the dead man's widow, in order to maintain the name of the dead with his property." 
6 At this, the kinsman-redeemer said, "Then I cannot redeem it because I might endanger my own estate. You redeem it yourself. I cannot do it." 
7 (Now in earlier times in Israel, for the redemption and transfer of property to become final, one party took off his sandal and gave it to the other. This was the method of legalizing transactions in Israel.) 
8 So the kinsman-redeemer said to Boaz, "Buy it yourself." And he removed his sandal. 
9 Then Boaz announced to the elders and all the people, "Today you are witnesses that I have bought from Naomi all the property of Elimelech, Kilion and Mahlon. 
10 I have also acquired Ruth the Moabitess, Mahlon's widow, as my wife, in order to maintain the name of the dead with his property, so that his name will not disappear from among his family or from the town records. Today you are witnesses!" 
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