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1. Divorce
a. Cause of Certificate of Divorce

i. Uncleanness- nakedness, nudity, indecency, improper behavior such as sexual immorality.

ii. If there was uncleanness did not automatically mean that you had to give a certificate of divorce.

1. Remember the story of Hosea and Gomer. God tells Hosea to take a harlot as his wife, she is unfaithful, but Hosea pursues her.

b. By the time of Jesus’ ministry this word uncleanness meant that he could divorce her if her burned his breakfast or woke up with bad breath. And so Jesus refocused it back to uncleanness.

Matthew 19:9 (NKJV) 
9 And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced commits adultery." 

c.  Divorce means cutting apart. It is an amputation of that which was once one flesh.

d. He writes a certificate of divorce. The divorce had to be recognized legally just as the marriage was recognized legally.  And it had to be put in her hand.

2. Remarriage

a. When divorce met God’s requirements, it was allowable for divorce and remarriage. If you were divorced, remarried and then divorced again you could not go back to the original spouse.  That to God was an abomination.
3. The Rational
Matthew 19:8 (NIV) 
8 Jesus replied, "Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning.
a. If the woman did not have a heart she would not commit some uncleanness against her husband. If her husband did not have a hard heart then he would forgive her.
b. Was divorce only one way? No.

 Mark 10:12 (NIV) 
12 And if she divorces her husband and marries another man, she commits adultery." 

c. It was an abomination of the Lord because God wanted both marriage and divorce as seen as serious matters.

d. Another ground for divorce was abandonment.  And I believe that abandonment has the element of abuse.

1 Corinthians 7:15 (NIV) 
15 But if the unbeliever leaves, let him do so. A believing man or woman is not bound in such circumstances; God has called us to live in peace. 

4. The Law Honoring Marriage
a. He was not to be in harm’s way for one year.

5. Do not take someone’s livelihood as a pledge.

a. A millstone was one way of making a living by grinding wheat and barley into flour. You don’t take away his means of making a living.

b. Remember you could not charge a fellow Israelite interest but you could take property as a pledge. But you could not take as a pledge collateral that would prevent you from making a living.

6. Punishment for kidnapping

a. It was not usually done for ransom but rather to sell them into slavery.

Genesis 37:28 (NIV) 
28 So when the Midianite merchants came by, his brothers pulled Joseph up out of the cistern and sold him for twenty shekels of silver to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt. 

b.  It required the death penalty

7. Act swiftly when Leprosy breaks out.

a. Lev. 13 and 14 describe how God wants lepers examined and quarantined. He telling them to take quick action to avoid an outbreak,

b. In Numbers 12 Miriam led her brother in rebellion against Moses. Though Moses prayed for her healing, God allowed her to remain leprous for seven days. And she was shut out of the camp. If Miriam should be quarantined then all other with the disease need to be quarantined.

8. Handling a pledge rightly

a. You shall not go into the house to get the pledge. There had to be a maintenance of dignity.

b. You shall not keep pledge overnight if it was something to keep the man warm overnight.

Amos 2:8 (NIV) 
8 They lie down beside every altar on garments taken in pledge. In the house of their god they drink wine taken as fines. 
9. The Command to pay your workers

a. Pay the wages of the poor every day. They are in the survival mode each day. 

b. The Lord hears the cries of the oppressed.

James 5:4 (NIV) 
4 Look! The wages you failed to pay the workmen who mowed your fields are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. 
10. Each shall bear his own sin

a. Each person is responsible for his own sin. Father is not responsible for child’s sin and vice versa.

Joshua 7:19-26 (NIV) 
19 Then Joshua said to Achan, "My son, give glory to the LORD, the God of Israel, and give him the praise. Tell me what you have done; do not hide it from me." 
20 Achan replied, "It is true! I have sinned against the LORD, the God of Israel. This is what I have done: 
21 When I saw in the plunder a beautiful robe from Babylonia, two hundred shekels of silver and a wedge of gold weighing fifty shekels, I coveted them and took them. They are hidden in the ground inside my tent, with the silver underneath." 
22 So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent, and there it was, hidden in his tent, with the silver underneath. 
23 They took the things from the tent, brought them to Joshua and all the Israelites and spread them out before the LORD. 
24 Then Joshua, together with all Israel, took Achan son of Zerah, the silver, the robe, the gold wedge, his sons and daughters, his cattle, donkeys and sheep, his tent and all that he had, to the Valley of Achor. 
25 Joshua said, "Why have you brought this trouble on us? The LORD will bring trouble on you today." Then all Israel stoned him, and after they had stoned the rest, they burned them. 
26 Over Achan they heaped up a large pile of rocks, which remains to this day. Then the LORD turned from his fierce anger. Therefore that place has been called the Valley of Achor ever since. 

b. When God deals with the whole family each one is responsible for his sin.

11. A command to be passionate and fair.

a. Remember how God was fair and compassionate with you.

12. Leave behind some of the harvest for the poor

a. Help the poor but not completely harvesting your fields.

James 1:27 (NIV) 
27 Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. 
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