Laws Pertaining to the Rulers of Israel

Deuteronomy 17


Principle: The road to following Jesus is very narrow. And our problem is that we are always trying to make it wider.

Whatever I give to God, I need to give to God my best. God does not want my leftovers.  A sacrifice needs to cost something that is why you need to give your best. VS 1 
Not only are you to give God your best, you were boxed in on the other side too in that any idolatry was to be dealt with. You had a very tight spiritual window in which you could operate in. You could not worship other God’s. Verses 2-4

Principle: Any actions that man takes against his fellow man better be well investigated.  In other words, we are apt to be quick to judge and we need to avoid the rush to judgment. Vs 4

Something that leads to death better have two or more witnesses for the death sentence to be carried out. VS 6

And they must be sure enough of their own testimony to be willing to cast the first stone.
What usually happened in that the man’s hands were tied beyond his back and he was brought to a scaffold about 9 feet high. The first witness would push him off the scaffold and the second and third witnesses would drop a large stone on his chest or head. Then the bystanders would come by and pelt him with stones. 
It is one thing to make an accusation against someone and it is a whole different thing to face them and throw the stone that kills them.
Principle: God’s impact over a person’s life is not just restricted to spiritual matters. God was not to be left out of anything. Vs 8 & 9

And so if the judges had a difficult time regarding a decision they would take the case to the priest & Levites. And their decision was final.

Any contempt of court was to be dealt with by death. Vs 12

In the New Testament it was the Sanhedrin.

Principle: Who else is better to judge a case because God  knows the future. VS 14

This is prophetic. This is exactly what the people did. From the time of Moses until the time of the first king was 400 years.  

1 Samuel 8:4-7 (NIV) 
4 So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah. 
5 They said to him, "You are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways; now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other nations have." 
6 But when they said, "Give us a king to lead us," this displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the LORD. 
7 And the LORD told him: "Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as their king. 

Conditions of being a king:

1. The one that the Lord chooses vs 15

2. Has to be a fellow Israelite vs 15
3. Don’t trust in multiplying horses vs 16

Psalm 20:7 (NIV) 
7 Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD our God.
4. Don’t multiply wives vs 17 The idea was to make peace with neighbors you marry their princes but they lead your heart astray.

5. Don’t multiply wealth. Vs 17

Proverbs 30:7-9 (NIV) 
7 "Two things I ask of you, O LORD; do not refuse me before I die: 
8 Keep falsehood and lies far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily bread. 
9 Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, 'Who is the LORD?' Or I may become poor and steal, and so dishonor the name of my God. 

God knew what was going to bring down the kings of Israel. Let’s look at Solomon

1. Accumulated wealth 1 Kings 10:23 (NIV) 
23 King Solomon was greater in riches and wisdom than all the other kings of the earth. 

2. Accumulated horses 1 Kings 10:26 (NIV) 
26 Solomon accumulated chariots and horses; he had fourteen hundred chariots and twelve thousand horses, which he kept in the chariot cities and also with him in Jerusalem. 

3. Returned to Egypt 1 Kings 10:28 (NIV) 
28 Solomon's horses were imported from Egypt and from Kue--the royal merchants purchased them from Kue. 

4. Many Wives 1 Kings 11:1 (NIV) 
1 King Solomon, however, loved many foreign women besides Pharaoh's daughter--Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians and Hittites. 

The king was to govern by the authority of God’s law. vs 18-20
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