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You are Flying Too Close to the Ground…

When Complacency has set in

Revelation 3: 14-16 & Phil 3: 12-14
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Complacency! Apathy! Indifference! I don’t care attitude!  All these words describe an unhealthy condition in the Christian’s life that will cause you and me to fly too low to the ground and crash and burn.
John in the beginning of the Book of Revelations wrote about the Seven Churches of Asia Minor. One was the church of Laodicea. Listen to the complacency that the Spirit found in this church. 
Revelation 3:14-16 (NIV) 
14 "To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God's creation. 
15 I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! 
16 So, because you are lukewarm--neither hot nor cold--I am about to spit you out of my mouth. 

Now contrast that with the words of the Apostle Paul in Philippians. I want you to see how the Church at Laodicea and the Apostle Paul are going in two directions. One is not pleasing to God and the other is pleasing to God. 

Philippians 3:12-14 (NIV) 
12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 
13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 
14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

Tonight, I want to contrast these two passages and say somethings about complacency.

Body:

1. Complacent people are generally satisfied with things the way they are and don’t want to change them even if they believe they can be better.
Philippians 4 12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 

A. The Holy Spirit looked at the church at Laodicea and they were going through the motions; nothing really happening but they were content just going through the motions.

B. The Apostle Paul says I am in a good place but I can be in a better place and I am not going to stop until I achieve that better place. So Paul says that I am going to press on.

2. Complacent people have no vision of the way that things might be.
Rev. 3 15 I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! 

Phil 3 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

A. The Laodicea Church is just going about their task with no real vision as to what they want to accomplish. We have done this task like this before and we are going to keep doing it this way.
B. The Apostle Paul sees a prize at the end of his hard work. He sees something that he is reaching for.
3. From God’s perspective the furthest point away from Him is the middle point and not our lowest point.
Rev 3 16 So, because you are lukewarm--neither hot nor cold--I am about to spit you out of my mouth. 

A. We want to think a person is furthest away from God when they have hit bottom. But God says that I want you in that place because I can reach you there. Where I can not reach you is in the middle ground because you have deceived yourself thinking everything is OK.

B. And here is the danger for the church because the church is always trying to find that middle ground. We don’t want to leave some out and they may think we are going too radical and so what do we do? Simply, find the middle ground!
4. God demands whole-heartedness and complacency has no place in the Christian Life.
Matthew 22:37 (NIV) 
37 Jesus replied: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' 

A. God standard is that we pursue our Christian life wholeheartedly.  He tells us to love Him with all of our heart, soul and mind. Don’t give anything less.

B. That may explain a difficult passage of Scripture in Romans 9:13.

Romans 9:13 (NIV) 
13 Just as it is written: "Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated." 

If you go back to the end of Genesis 25 you discover that Esau was very complacent about his birthright. To God a birthright is a big deal but to Esau it was just something to trade for food. Esau didn’t hate his birth right. He didn’t treasure the birthright of being the first male child. Instead it was no big deal- just something that I can trade for food.
5. Complacency makes us very vulnerable to temptation.

2 Samuel 11:1 (NIV) 
1 In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with the king's men and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem. 

A. David was king; this was the time kings go to war but David decided to stay back at the palace. He was complacent about going to war.

B. We know what happened. Instead of doing what he should be doing, he opened himself up for temptation.

C. People who live in that middle ground open themselves up for temptation.

Conclusion

Are we hot, cold or lukewarm? 
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