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Introduction:

We live in a day and time in which people don’t make commitments and stick by them like they use to. We would rather tell a person “I will try to if I can” rather than “I will do it”.
The wedding altar has become a place where we exchange vows but we really mean that we will stay together as long as things are going well with us.
We feel like we don’t want to be hemmed in; we would like to keep all of our options open. We don’t want to put ourselves in a situation that will tie us down or restrict us from doing something else if something better comes along.

The Church of Jesus Christ has suffered from this lack of commitment. Many times our pews are empty because something else came along better on Sunday morning. It use to be that if a person committed to teaching a Sunday School class, you didn’t have to worry about whether they would be there or not. Nowadays, a Sunday School director faces a nightmare trying to figure out who is going to be there and who is not.
We bail out in our relationships with our friends; we bail out in our marriages; we bail out in our church life; but the most dangerous bail out of all is our bail out on our commitment to Jesus.

Today, in our passage of Scripture, King Solomon warns the people of Israel in a blessing he gave them to keep their commitment to the Lord. He is telling them not to bail out in their commitment to the Lord. And I think we can learn some lessons about our commitment to God and to other through his blessing.
Body

1. Before I make any commitment, I better know who I am committing to.
1 Kings 8:55-56 (NIV)  

    He stood and blessed the whole assembly of Israel in a loud voice, saying:

[56]   "Praise be to the Lord, who has given rest to his people Israel just as he promised. Not one word has failed of all the good promises he gave through his servant Moses. 

A. At the end of King Solomon’s blessing to the people, he is going to call upon the people of Israel to make a commitment to the Lord. But before he does that he tells the people let me tell you who you are making a commitment to. You are going to make a commitment to a person who keeps His commitments. He gave the people rest as He promised. Not one word that He has told us has ever failed.

B. If we want to avoid some heartache in this life, we better know who we are making a commitment to before we make that commitment.

C. If things get rough in our relationship, is that person going to bail out or work through it? It happens in marriages all the time, when troubles come one bails out and the other is left with a whole lot of heartache because they were committed to the relationship.
D. It happens in churches. Pastor see themselves as employed by the church rather than committed to the church. When problems occurs, the pastor wants to bail out rather than stay and work it out.

E. Before I make a commitment, I better know who I am making a commitment to.

2. Commitment is never one sided, I better be sure the other person will do their part in the relationship.
1 Kings 8:57-58 (NIV)  

    May the Lord our God be with us as he was with our fathers; may he never leave us nor forsake us. [58] May he turn our hearts to him…

A. As we said, King Solomon is calling the people to a commitment to God. But he tells the people in this passage what God will do as result of this commitment.  He says the Lord’s presence will be with you and that He will turn your hearts back to Him.

B. One sided commitments don’t work. In a marriage relationship when one spouse is committed and the other isn’t, it does not work.  In a business venture, when one partner is committed to make a business work but the other partner has other interest and is not as committed, it doesn’t work. On a football team, a few players committed to winning the game doesn’t work. When the pastor is committed but the people aren’t, the relationship doesn’t work.
C. Before you enter a commitment, you need to know if the other person will hold up their end of the commitment.

D. And I am here to tell you this morning, God will hold up His end of any commitment you make to him.

3. Before I make a commitment, I better know what is expected of me.
1 Kings 8:58 (NIV)  

    May he turn our hearts to him, to walk in all his ways and to keep the commands, decrees and regulations he gave our fathers. 
A. Up to this point, King Solomon has told the people who God is and what we can was expect God to do. Now, he let’s the people know what is expected on them. They are to walk in all ways and keep the commands, decrees, and regulations.

B. When I enter into a commitment I better be sure what is expected of me. As pastors I feel that we some times mislead the people when we talk so freely about salvation by grace- nothing required. And yet after we are saved God requires so much of us. He required our commitment; He requires us to be a living sacrifice: He requires us to live holy lives.

C. I believe that many Christians live discouraged because they didn’t know what God required of them after salvation and they chose not to make that commitment.
4. You don’t have commitment if you don’t give all.

1 Kings 8:58 (NIV)  

    May he turn our hearts to him, to walk in all his ways…

1 Kings 8:61 (NIV)  

    But your hearts must be fully committed to the Lord our God….

A. Notice King Solomon’s choice of words. In verse 58, he tells us to walk in all His ways. And in verse 61, he tells us to be fully committed.
B. Solomon is trying to tell us that commitment requires 100%. Anything less than 100% may be a good effort but it is not commitment. Less than 100% may be I tried hard but it is not commitment.

C. So a good definition for commitment would be pledging myself no matter what the cost. 
D. If you take the biblical definition of commitment, most of us in this can’t really say we are committed to our spouses like we should be; most of us can’t say we are committed to our church like we should be; most of us can’t say we are committed to God like we should be.

5. If you are going to be committed, you got to refuse to be distracted. 

1 Kings 8:61 (NIV)  

    But your hearts must be fully committed to the Lord our God, to live by his decrees and obey his commands, as at this time."

A. King Solomon tells the people to be fully committed. I believe what keep us from being fully committed are distractions that get in the way.
B. Distractions can take the form of another person. I tell couples who are trying to put their relationship back together don’t get involved with another person because that becomes a distraction.

C. Distractions can take the form of some thing. There are some people who discover a hobby they enjoy and become so consumed with it that their family and their relationship with God suffers.

D. A distraction can be basically anything that gets in between you and the one you are committed to. 

E. Today before you leave I hope you will ask yourself , "What is it that distracts you from your relationship with God?"

6. When you made a full commitment, great things can happen.

1 Kings 8:60 (NIV)  

    so that all the peoples of the earth may know that the Lord is God and that there is no other. 

A. King Solomon says to the people of Israel if you will fully commit to the Lord all the people of the earth will know the Lord is God.
B. Think what will happen in your personal relationships, your marriage, your church life, your relationship with God if you fully committed.

Conclusion:

There may be some of us here today that realize our commitments are not what they should be. We will open the altar this morning for you to talk with God about your relationships. Will you come?
