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Introduction:

There are some times that we believe if we can grip something tight enough that we can control it. 

I can remember the first time that my dad took the training wheels off my bike, I must have been thinking that if I can hold that  handle bar tight enough everything was going  to be O.K.  

I can remember the first time that I drove my car across a narrow bridge with traffic coming from the opposite direction. I gripped that steering wheel so tightly believing that if I held on that everything would be O.K.

Remember the first time you rode the roller caster at the amusement park. The man strapped you in your seat and that bar came down. As that ride moved into motion you grabbed that bar with all your might thinking that if I can hold on to that bar for dear life all will be O.K.

Maybe there is something inside of us as parents and grandparents that we think if we hold on tight enough to our children and grandchildren that everything will be O.K.  
Husband and wives, I guess we do the same thing. If I can hold on to my spouse with all my might, I will be able to keep them safe and everything will be O.K.

It may have taken me a bunch a years but I have learned that I don’t control anything no matter how tight a grip I can wrap my hands around it.
And that’s where God’s providence steps in- and what I can’t do, God can do. So this morning I want to teach you what I have learned about coming to grips with God’s providence.

Body
1. God’s providence teaches me that life has no accidents just incidents.
Genesis 50:20 (NIV)  

    You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good… 
A. We all know the story about Joseph. Thrown into a pit by his brothers and eventually sold by them as a slave. He managed Potiphar’s house until he was falsely accused by Potiphar’s wife of attempting to have a sexual relationship with her and thrown into prison. While in prison he interpreted a dream for the cupbearer and forgotten.
B. You can look at this story and say Joseph had a several bad breaks. If he didn’t meet his brother’s that day what would have happened? If the Midanites did not sell Joseph to Potiphar, what might have happened? What if the cupbearer would have remembered Joseph on the day the cupbearer got out of prison? Joseph could have certainly played the “what if game”. 
C. You ever noticed how do we do that to ourselves- we will play “the what if” game. What if I went to the dr. several months earlier? What if I didn’t let them use the car today? What if I would have made him get his heart checked? What if I didn’t say what I said exactly that way?
D. If I believe in the providence of God then there is no reason to ask the “what if” questions because nothing happens by accident. Everything is an incident and not an accident.
2. God’s providence teaches me that He wastes nothing that happens to me.
Romans 8:28 (NIV)  

    And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 
A. Have you ever made the statement, “what a waste” or said this expression, “boy that sure was a waste of my time.”

B. Serving in Potiphar’s household, I wonder if Joseph thought that was a waste? All the time spent in Egypt, I wonder if he thought that was a waste not being with his family. Or how about the time in prison, that had to be certainly a waste? Or the extra time in prison because the cupbearer forgot about Joseph, did Joseph think that was wasted time?

C. Things are wasted and time is wasted only if you do not believe in the providence of God.  If you believe in the providence of God and the Holy Scriptures, it says all things God works for good. Nothing is wasted and everything is used.

3. God’s providence teaches me that God is going to accomplish something greater than the thing I endure.
Genesis 50:20 (NIV)  

    … to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.
A. Not only what I am going through not wasted but it is going to accomplish something greater than the things or things I went through.
B. Joseph was sold into slavery, put into prison because of the false accusation of Potiphar’s wife, remained in prison because of the cupbearer’s failure to honor his promise. You add all those things up and it seems like a lot to go through but the benefit was the savings of many lives. As a result of what Joseph endured, the whole nation of Israel was saved. The benefit was far greater than the cost.

C.  Here is the principle: going through some small ordeal in your life, the benefit will be greater. Go through some big ordeal in your life, the benefit will be greater. The benefit is never less than the ordeal you face. 
4. God’s providence teaches me that I don’t have to go through a dark time with a great amount of fear.

Genesis 50:21 (NIV)  

    So then, don't be afraid. I will provide for you and your children." And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them. 

A. If I can believe that nothing happens by accident; if I can believe that nothing that I go through in life is wasted on me; if I can believe that God will always provide a greater benefit than the thing I endure, there is no reason to no fear.

B. Fear is created by uncertainty. God                      

chooses to remove the uncertainty.
C. God’s providence forces me to make a choice. The choice is to choose to live by faith based upon what I know about God or to live in fear about what I don’t know about the future.

5. God’s providence teaches me that He does what He does because He is God.

Genesis 50:19 (NIV)  

    But Joseph said to them, "Don't be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 
A. The big question is always “why”. Why did this happen to me? Why am I going through this?

B. And the simple answer is that God is God and He is in charge. But although that doesn’t always satisfy my mind, I know deep in my heart God that whatever God does He makes no mistakes.
Conclusion:

I would like to close with a poem by A.M. Overton, “He Maketh No Mistakes”:

My Father’s way may twist and turn,  My heart may throb and ache. But in my soul I’m glad I know,He maketh no mistake.

My cherished plans may go astray, My hopes may fade away, But still I’ll trust my Lord to lead For He doth know the way.

Tho’ night be dark and it may seem That day will never break,

I’ll pin my faith, my all in Him,

He maketh no mistake.

There’s so much now I cannot see, My eyesight’s far too dim; But come what may, I’ll simply trust And leave it all to Him.

For by and by the mist will lift And plain it all He’ll make, Through all the way, tho’ dark to me, He made not one mistake.
 If I am going to grip hold of something tight in this life it has to be the hand of God.

