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Christmas Service
(After O Come All Ye Faithful)

Pastor: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

Those who dwelt in the land of the deep darkness, on them has light shined. We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.

Scripture Reading:

 Isaiah 9:6-7 (NIV)  

    For to us a child is born,

        to us a son is given,

        and the government will be on his shoulders.

    And he will be called

        Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,

        Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

    [7] Of the increase of his government and peace

        there will be no end.

    He will reign on David's throne

        and over his kingdom,

    establishing and upholding it

        with justice and righteousness

        from that time on and forever.

    The zeal of the Lord Almighty

        will accomplish this. 

Micah 5:2 (NIV)  

    "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,

        though you are small among the clans of Judah,

    out of you will come for me

        one who will be ruler over Israel,

    whose origins are from of old,

        from ancient times."
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Introduction:

Christmas can be the very best time of the year but it can also be the most stressful time of the year.

In fact, a recent survey of more than 1500 people showed that Christmas comes second only to financial problems at the top of everyone’s stress and worry list.
May be the stress of Christmas is caused by too many expectations, too much pressure to be at this party or that party, too much worry over whether you are buying that perfect gift, or for a few, too much sadness and painful memories.

Well, that very first Christmas was not without its own share of stress. And  I would like us to do is to look at the stress surrounding that very first Christmas and learn the lessons so that we can survive our Christmas.
Body:

1. I can survive Christmas if I can learn to accept that things don’t always go as I have planned.

Matthew 1:18 (NIV)  

    This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 
A. Joseph and Mary were planning just a normal wedding and a normal marriage. They just wanted to be like other couples in their day, but God had different plans for them. God was going to send our Savior, Jesus, to earth by Mary, a virgin,  conceiving a child through the Holy Spirit. 
B. It teaches you and I that plans don’t always work out like we expect. Each one of us here, if we are honest, could confess that there are things in our life that did not work out as we expected.

C. Christmas is a time of the unexpected. People will say things or do things that might catch you by surprise.

2. I can survive Christmas if I can learn that my way is not the only way to look at a situation.
Matthew 1:19-20 (NIV)  

    Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 

    [20] But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
A. In vs. 19 we see that Joseph has made up his mind what he is going to do about Mary being pregnant and the child not being his. He was planning to divorce her quietly the Scripture says.
B. Many of us, when we make up our minds, nothing is going to change us. We make statements like you can talk to you are blue in the face but I am not changing my mind. Nothing is going to change me; my mind is made up.

C. Many a Christmas I  can remember as a child consist of my daddy and my Aunt Theresa arguing after dinner about something. Neither one could see the other’s side and neither one would allow the other to sway their opinion. 

D. Joseph, on the other hand, was open to look at the situation from another point of view- God’s point of view.

E. Maybe this Christmas we need to stop looking at things from our point of view and start looking at things from God’s point of view. Maybe what it is going to take us to survive Christmas is to look at it from God’s point of view.
3. I can survive Christmas if I can remember who is in charge.
Matthew 1:22-23 (NIV)  

    All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: [23] "The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel"--which means, "God with us." 
A. Maybe it is just me but it seems that more people order you around during Christmas time then any other time of the year. I have been told numerous times that I need to go to the store and pick up this and that. I have been told when I need to be at church to practice with the choir. I have been told what parties I have to be at. I have been told…

B. Maybe it is the stress of the season that everybody thinks that they are in charge. But if I am going to survive Christmas I need to remember that the one in charge is God.

C. In vs. 22 God gently reminds us that He is in charge. It is God that spoke to the prophets. It was God that was going to bring forth a Savior. 

D. Maybe this Christmas, I need to stop and reflect about who is in charge.

4.  I can survive Christmas if I remember that Christmas  is about God with us.
Matthew 1:22-23 (NIV)  

    All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: [23] "The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel"--which means, "God with us." 
A. Maybe some of the stress of Christmas is that we forgot what Christmas is all about. It is about “God with us.”

B. Christmas is not about the presents under the tree; it is not about the turkey in the oven; it is not about being off of work so I can do as I please. Christmas is about God with us.

C. Some of the stress of Christmas is that we forgot what Christmas is all about.

5. I can survive Christmas by being obedient to the Lord.

Matthew 1:24 (NIV)  

    When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 
A. Some of us might be having a tough Christmas season because we are not doing what the Lord desires of us to do.

B. For you Christmas might be yielding to what God’s plans are for your life. Will you do that this morning?

Conclusion:

Christmas can be one of the most stressful times of the year. Or, it can be one of the greatest times of the year. My surviving Christmas all depends upon what I do with Jesus this year. Merry Christmas to you!
