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Why do I Preach What I Preach?

Genesis 6:9-21 & 2 Peter 2:5
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Introduction:

Each Sunday I get up here to preach and give you a little piece of my heart. Every sermon I have lived that week or have lived just recently in my life. But today, I am going to show you a little bit more of my heart than I generally show in my sermons. 
This week we didn’t get the best of news about Anne’s growth on the side of her face. We went to the doctor’s office on Friday and he said that he is planning to take it out on Tuesday; do a bone marrow biopsy at the same time; and that it appears to be cancerous at this point. And my first thought was: How could this be happening to Anne and me because I am your preacher and my wife loves you with all of her heart?

And what I want to share with you is what God has taught me since I heard this news on Thursday.
Being a Christian is not an easy thing. It is like choosing plan “B” in a plan “A” world. You are going against the grain; you are not going the way of the majority; it like going up an aisle that everyone else is coming down. The best way that I can put it: is that it is simply like choosing plan “B” in a “plan “A” world. That being true, then how difficult it is to be a preacher. There are some Sunday’s you don’t feel like getting up here to do what you do. This is one of those Sunday’s for me. But I have to, because I am God’s preacher. And today, he showed me why it is more important than ever to be here despite the fact I am hurting. 
Noah, was God’s man. God described him as a righteous man. He chose to live “plan B” in a plan “A” world.  And he was God’s preacher as our Scripture from 2 Peter just indicated. And I want to share with you are the lessons God taught me about “why do I preach what I preach?”
Body:

1. I must preach what I preach to warn the people that the storm clouds are coming.
Genesis 6:17 (NIV)  

    I am going to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under the heavens, every creature that has the breath of life in it. Everything on earth will perish. 

A. In everybody’s life, the storm clouds are coming. You may be experiencing a storm today in your life and I feel for you because I know what it is like to be going through a storm in your life. 
B. It may be a relationship that has gone bad; it may be the death of someone you love very much; it may be a sin that somehow dominates your life and it is taking you down. Storm clouds come in many different shapes.
C. If you have not yet gone through a storm, I can tell you this: the storm clouds are building in the distance and it wouldn’t be long before they get here.

D. I must preach what I preach to warn the people that the storm clouds are coming.

2. I must preach what I preach to tell the people that there is another way to live.
Genesis 6:9-11 (NIV)  

    This is the account of Noah.

    Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked with God. [10] Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth. 

    [11] Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight and was full of violence. 
A. Noah was a righteous man. He was of excellent character among the people. And he walked with God. In contrast to Noah’s lifestyle was the lifestyle of the rest of the world. They were corrupt, sinful and violent. How would they know that there is a different way to live if someone didn’t preach the truth?
B. Noah needed to preach so that the people could know that there is another way to live their life. They may not choose to change their lives and these people in Noah’s day didn’t but that is between God and them.
C. The preacher’s job is to only show them that there is a different way to live. But notice, Noah couldn’t just show them by his words, he had to show them by his life.

D. We got some mighty fine preachers whose words wax eloquently each Sunday in pulpits all across America but whose lives are so messed up. You will never show someone that there is a different way to live until you live it yourself.
E. I would never show you that God helps the hurting, if I couldn’t get up here and preach while I am hurting.

3. I must preach what I preach because God’s patience with our sinfulness won’t last forever.

Genesis 6:13 (NIV)  

    So God said to Noah, "I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth. 

A. We sin and no one finds about it but God and it does not appear that God has done anything about your sin and you begin to think I have gotten away with it.

B. I am here this morning to tell you that God’s patience with our sinfulness won’t last forever. Somebody has got to remind the people that God’s patience won’t last forever.
C. God’s patient didn’t last forever with the people of Noah’s time and it won’t last forever for you and our generations.
D. Some of you are not living like you should be living and I here to tell you that God’s patient with you will not last forever.

4. I must preach what I preach because the way to salvation is narrow.

Genesis 6:18-19 (NIV)  

    But I will establish my covenant with you, and you will enter the ark--you and your sons and your wife and your sons' wives with you. [19] You are to bring into the ark two of all living creatures, male and female, to keep them alive with you. 

A. I don’t know if you noticed it but on Thursday evening the work crews working on the interstate narrowed the Magnolia exit to about half its size. Because it was so narrow they had to put a flag man out to point the way to the exit so you would not miss it.

B. When the storms came, there wasn’t a lot of ways out. They couldn’t run to their houses and lock the door because the water covered them. They couldn’t even run to the mountains because the water covered them. There was only one way out- the ark and that is why God set Moses among the people because the way out was narrow and someone had to show the way. Somebody has got to show the way out.
C. The way to salvation is narrowed. Jesus said I am the way. And the reason that he has me preach is to point the way because it is narrow. If the way was wide there would be no need for me to preach. You could find your own way if the way to salvation is wide but because it is narrow, I preach.

5. I must preach what I preach because we are loosing too many to the devil.

Genesis 6:18-19 (NIV)  

    But I will establish my covenant with you, and you will enter the ark--you and your sons and your wife and your sons' wives with you. [19] You are to bring into the ark two of all living creatures, male and female, to keep them alive with you. 
A. On that day, the day the rains came, God got 8 and the devil got the rest. With every breath I have, I must preach the Gospel so those types of numbers are not repeated day in and day out.

B. If they are, it probably means some of those you love won’t be there when you get to heaven.

C. You and I must do all that we can do to reduce those type of numbers. Somebody has got to preach the people into the truth.
6. I must preach what I preach because God requires our obedience.

Genesis 6:22 (NIV)  

    Noah did everything just as God commanded him. 

A. We have got this mindset that says: “I am saved, now I can do what I want.” I must preach to remind you and me that God requires our obedience.

B. God tells you and me: “If you love me, keep my commandments.” Somebody has got to tell the people that you have to live for God.
C. My question to you is: are you living like you should?

Conclusion:

God desires that you walk with Him. If today you realized you haven’t been living like you should I invite you to the altar to talk with God. If you have never found that narrow way to God, I invite you to come with me and I can point you in the right direction. If God is speaking to you this morning, please come. 

