

Caught in the Middle            1 Samuel 25
Introduction

Mom and dad are fighting and the child is caught in the middle. Your family and your spouse cannot get along and you are caught in the middle. The boss and an employee are arguing with one another and the rest of the employees are caught in the middle. The devil is warring against God and you and I as children of God are caught in the middle. In some churches the pastor and the deacons are feuding with one another and the church members are caught in the middle.
The reality is: it is relatively easy to find yourself in the middle of a bad situation. Today in our story Abigail finds herself in the middle of a bad situation. Her husband is a fool and David is an angry man in pursuit of her husband and she finds herself squarely in the middle. How she handles this situation teaches us as Christians how we are to handle a difficult situation when we find ourselves caught in the middle.

Let’s begin by reading from God’s Holy Word and see how this difficult situation was created in the first place.

1 Samuel 25:1-13 (NIV) 
1 Now Samuel died, and all Israel assembled and mourned for him; and they buried him at his home in Ramah. Then David moved down into the Desert of Maon. 
2 A certain man in Maon, who had property there at Carmel, was very wealthy. He had a thousand goats and three thousand sheep, which he was shearing in Carmel. 
3 His name was Nabal and his wife's name was Abigail. She was an intelligent and beautiful woman, but her husband, a Calebite, was surly and mean in his dealings. 
4 While David was in the desert, he heard that Nabal was shearing sheep. 
5 So he sent ten young men and said to them, "Go up to Nabal at Carmel and greet him in my name. 
6 Say to him: 'Long life to you! Good health to you and your household! And good health to all that is yours! 
7 "'Now I hear that it is sheep-shearing time. When your shepherds were with us, we did not mistreat them, and the whole time they were at Carmel nothing of theirs was missing. 
8 Ask your own servants and they will tell you. Therefore be favorable toward my young men, since we come at a festive time. Please give your servants and your son David whatever you can find for them.'" 
9 When David's men arrived, they gave Nabal this message in David's name. Then they waited. 
10 Nabal answered David's servants, "Who is this David? Who is this son of Jesse? Many servants are breaking away from their masters these days. 
11 Why should I take my bread and water, and the meat I have slaughtered for my shearers, and give it to men coming from who knows where?" 
12 David's men turned around and went back. When they arrived, they reported every word. 
13 David said to his men, "Put on your swords!" So they put on their swords, and David put on his. About four hundred men went up with David, while two hundred stayed with the supplies. 

Body   

1. Sometimes in our lives the biggest conflicts are created from the smallest of events.
A. An innocent discussion between two people turns bad and you are caught in the middle. A friend does not follow through on what he or she has told their friend that they would do and it has created hard feelings and you are caught in the middle. The point is that it does not take much to take a small event and turn it into a big conflict.  

B. David has an innocent request of Nabal. Nabal was a rich man and it was a festive time because it was sheep shearing time. It is a time when hearts are usually open and generosity is generally extended. So David sends a delegation of ten messengers with a message hoping that Nabal would find it in his heart to be generous.
C. The first thing Nabal does is the he makes David’s messengers wait and wait and wait.  Have you ever been to a doctor’s office or a lawyer’s office and had to wait? You walk in the door of the office one way and by the time you see the person you came to see your tension has been elevated. Waiting has put you in a more confrontational mood. It would not take much to create a rift between you and your doctor or you and your lawyer because you were forced to wait.
D. Then Nabal finally addresses the men. It would not had been a problem if Nabal gave a gentle answer even if was “no”.       Proverbs 15:1 (NIV) 
1 A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger. 

E.  But instead he gives an answer that stirs up conflict by saying David you are really nothing because I consider you and your men nothing more than outlaws.
F. I wonder how many conflicts you have created because instead of giving a gentle answer; you gave an answer that stirred up anger.

G. And so the men return to David with Nabal’s answer and David’s response is strap on your swords  guys we are going after Nabal. An innocent request has now turned into a major confrontation.

2. We are not to stay out of the conflict; we are to be the ones that need to go into the conflict and offer peace.   
1 Samuel 25:14-17 (NIV) 
14 One of the servants told Nabal's wife Abigail: "David sent messengers from the desert to give our master his greetings, but he hurled insults at them. 
15 Yet these men were very good to us. They did not mistreat us, and the whole time we were out in the fields near them nothing was missing. 
16 Night and day they were a wall around us all the time we were herding our sheep near them. 
17 Now think it over and see what you can do, because disaster is hanging over our master and his whole household. He is such a wicked man that no one can talk to him." 

A.  We say: “I am going to stay out of their conflict that is between them two. I am not going to take sides. Let them work it out themselves”.

B. That sounds good but that is not what God tells us to do. We are to be ministers of reconciliation. We are ministers of peace.     2 Corinthians 5:18 (NIV) 
18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:  We need to strive to be the peacemakers.
C. David is bringing 400 men to war; no telling how many Nabal has at his disposal. Let’s say he at least matches David army. That is a whole lot of people who are going to die if this servant does not tell Abigail about the problem and she comes up with a way to defuse it. Two people got involved and stopped a war involving probably 800.
D. Today, I wonder how many marriages would be healed if just one partner would take the first step to reconcile rather than waiting for their spouse to do something.

E. I wonder how many family relationships could be restored if someone brought peace to the conflict. I wonder how many friendships could be renewed if someone offered peace.

3. Sometimes I need somebody else to remind me who I am. In David’s case he is the future king of Israel and in my case I am the Christian.
1 Samuel 25:23-31 (NIV) 
23 When Abigail saw David, she quickly got off her donkey and bowed down before David with her face to the ground. 
24 She fell at his feet and said: "My lord, let the blame be on me alone. Please let your servant speak to you; hear what your servant has to say. 
25 May my lord pay no attention to that wicked man Nabal. He is just like his name--his name is Fool, and folly goes with him. But as for me, your servant, I did not see the men my master sent. 
26 "Now since the LORD has kept you, my master, from bloodshed and from avenging yourself with your own hands, as surely as the LORD lives and as you live, may your enemies and all who intend to harm my master be like Nabal. 
27 And let this gift, which your servant has brought to my master, be given to the men who follow you. 
28 Please forgive your servant's offense, for the LORD will certainly make a lasting dynasty for my master, because he fights the LORD's battles. Let no wrongdoing be found in you as long as you live. 
29 Even though someone is pursuing you to take your life, the life of my master will be bound securely in the bundle of the living by the LORD your God. But the lives of your enemies he will hurl away as from the pocket of a sling. 
30 When the LORD has done for my master every good thing he promised concerning him and has appointed him leader over Israel, 
31 my master will not have on his conscience the staggering burden of needless bloodshed or of having avenged himself. And when the LORD has brought my master success, remember your servant." 

A. David had to be reminded that he is the future king of Israel. She is telling him you don’t need to do this; you are so much higher than a person who has to settle a score. You are the future king of Israel; act that way.

B. Has God ever brought across your path someone that commented, “I thought you were a Christian!.” If He did it was because you were acting out of character- you were doing something a Christian ought not be doing or you were not doing what  you should be doing  as a Christian.

C. So Abigail tells David you are the future king; pay my husband no mind.  And God is telling you- you are the bigger person; you are the Christian.

3. Conflicts occur often times because I feel my needs are not being met. But I got to remember it is not man that is going to meet my needs; it is God who is going to meet my needs. 
1 Samuel 25:26-29 (NIV) 
26 "Now since the LORD has kept you, my master, from bloodshed and from avenging yourself with your own hands, as surely as the LORD lives and as you live, may your enemies and all who intend to harm my master be like Nabal. 
27 And let this gift, which your servant has brought to my master, be given to the men who follow you. 
28 Please forgive your servant's offense, for the LORD will certainly make a lasting dynasty for my master, because he fights the LORD's battles. Let no wrongdoing be found in you as long as you live. 
29 Even though someone is pursuing you to take your life, the life of my master will be bound securely in the bundle of the living by the LORD your God. But the lives of your enemies he will hurl away as from the pocket of a sling. 
A. Somebody does not understand me; somebody is not doing something for me that I think that they should be doing. Somebody is ignoring me. These are the things conflicts are made out of because I feel somebody is not meeting my needs. The problem is that man cannot meet my needs only God can do that.

B. And Abigail reminds David that God is the one who has been meeting your needs. As the person in the middle, she reminds David that God is responsible for meeting  your needs whether it is food that you need to feed your men; or whether it is revenge for being hurt .
C. Are you type of person that often has to be reminded that God is the one who is meeting your needs or are you the type of person that knows in your heart that God is meeting your need.
4. I need to come out of any conflict that I am having with a clear conscience.

1 Samuel 25:30-31 (NIV) 
30 When the LORD has done for my master every good thing he promised concerning him and has appointed him leader over Israel, 
31 my master will not have on his conscience the staggering burden of needless bloodshed or of having avenged himself. And when the LORD has brought my master success, remember your servant." 

A. If you come out of a conflict the winner but your conscience has been seared then you really did not win.
B. The only way that you win in a conflict is if you walk out of that conflict with a clear conscience. As the person in the middle Abigail reminds David to walk away from this with a clear conscience.
C. How is your conscience today?

Conclusion:

Today, if you are caught in the middle of a conflict then I hope that something in this message touched your heart.

Let us pray! 
