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Introduction:

Last week we saw that God sometimes takes us the long way around. The Israelites were leaving the land of Egypt and God told them that they were not ready to take a short cut through the land of the Philistines to the Promised Land.

Today, I want us to see that what we can learn when God takes us to a spot where we feel we are trapped or cornered.  We can’t go forward because there is the Red Sea and we can’t go backward because there are the Egyptians in pursuit.
We all know that feeling of being trapped or cornered. We say that we are caught between a rock and a hard place, in a pickle, up the creek without a paddle, in a tight squeeze or behind the eight ball.

In this case God strategically placed them there and I believe that even today God strategically places us in similar spots. So we need to see what lessons we can learn when we can’t go forward and can’t go back.  God has you right where He wants you.

Body:

1. Sometimes God takes us back over places where we have already been.

VS 1- Then the Lord said to Moses, Tell the Israelites to turn back and encamp near Pi Hahiroth between Migdol and the sea.

A. The Israelites on the way to the Promised Land had already past Pi Hahiroth and now God is telling them to turn around and go back there. They already have been there once.

B. Sometimes God brings us back over places where we already been. Have you ever noticed that sometimes your situation makes a complete circle and you are back where you started?

C. God does that I believe because sometimes we haven’t learned what we needed to learn the first time we went through.

2. God never acts in response, God always initiates.

Vs 3- Pharaoh will think,  “The Israelites are wandering around the land in confusion, hemmed in my the desert.

A. God is never caught by surprise and has to react to a certain situation that all of a sudden came up.

B. God knew if he moved the Israelites back to Pi Hahiroth exactly what Pharaoh would think and do.

C. You and I act in response. We tell ourselves all the time, “What are we going to do now?” We generally respond to situations and not initiate them.

D. We get a call late at night that one of our love ones is being taken to the Emergency Room, we respond to the situation. God knew it was going to happen before it happened and so He acts, He does not respond to the situation. To the 9/11 tragedy, we responded, God acted.

3. Sometimes my difficulties are for your benefit.

VS 4- And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he will pursue them. …and the Egyptians will know that I am the Lord.

A. You may not like to hear this but my being between a rock and a hard place maybe for your benefit.

B. The Israelites are going to be hemmed in and God tells them it isn’t even for your benefit that I am doing this. Your situation is so that the Egyptians might learn something.

C. It doesn’t mean that you are not going to learn anything in the situation but the primary purpose was for the Egyptians.

D. Know what this means? Greg and Pepper may be going through something in their life so Larry and Brenda can learn something. Or, Lelia and Boggie might be going through something so Gwen and Everett can learn something. Or my wife may be going through something so you ladies can learn something.

4. When I am hemmed in on all sides, I need to make sure I look up high enough or I will come up with the wrong response.

Vs 10-12  As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians marching after them. They were terrified and cried to the Lord. They sad to Moses…

A. Notice it says that they looked up but they only looked up high enough to see the Egyptians in pursuit.

PS 121:1 I WILL lift up my eyes to the mountains;

  From whence shall my help come? [2] My help comes from the LORD.

B. If you hemmed in on all sides, the only place you are not hemmed in  looking up to the heavens.

C. If I am hemmed in by creditors on one side and no money on the other, look up. If I am hemmed in on one side by a bottle  and the other side by my family, look up.

5. Even when I am hemmed in on all sides, I find it difficult to talk with God honestly.

VS 10-12 They were terrified and cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses…

A. Who did they express their real feeling to? Was it Moses, or God? It was Moses. They told Moses what they should have told God. God would have loved for them to be honest and open with Him.

B. Sometimes in a church service, God is all over you and you find it so difficult to come to the altar and talk with God about what you are dealing with. But when you get out of church, you certainly can tell a friend or family member what is happening to you.

6. Sometimes when I hemmed in on all sides I am too busy to hear from God.

Vs 13- Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid...The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still.

A. Moses said it in a nice way but he said you are to busy running your mouth that we can’t hear what God wants us to do.

B. I hate to say this but in typically Baptist business meeting we are too busy running our mouths to hear what God wants us to do.

C. There are people outside the doors of this church today that are hemmed in on all sides. And they don’t enter church to hear from God because they are too busy to make time for God.

Conclusion

We have come to the invitation. Decide today to let God speak with you. Some of you don’t need to be singing , you need desperately  to be listening. Maybe it’s time you need to talk with God. Maybe God is saying it is time to join this fellowship. As God leads you follow.

