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I. Introduction
A. There are a lot of people who can see the problem but they can not see the solution. They can tell you what is wrong in their life. They can tell you what is wrong in their children’s lives. They can tell you what is wrong with this church and this pastor. They can even tell you what is wrong in your life.
B. But you know what?  It doesn’t a person with a lot of vision to see what is wrong. Seeing what is wrong seems to come easy to us. But seeing the way out; seeing the solution now that’s a different story.  
C. In our passage of Scripture today, Philip could see the problem but he couldn’t see the solution. And Jesus takes the time to teach Philip that no matter how great the problem there is a solution. That is the Good News for you and me today! The question is: Can You See the Solution? That’s our burden today- can we see the solution?

Turn with me in your Bibles to John 6:5-
13.
John 6:5-13 (NIV) 
5 When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, "Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?" 
6 He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do. 
7 Philip answered him, "Eight months' wages would not buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!" 
8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, spoke up, 
9 "Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?" 
10 Jesus said, "Have the people sit down." There was plenty of grass in that place, and the men sat down, about five thousand of them. 
11 Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish. 
12 When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, "Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted." 
13 So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten. 

II. You can see the solution if the Christ always looks bigger to you than the crisis.
John 6:7 (NIV) 
7 Philip answered him, "Eight months' wages would not buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!" 

A. Philip could see clearly just how big the problem was. He tells Jesus even if we had eight months worth of wages we still would not have enough money to buy a sufficient amount of food so that every person here could get one bite of bread. Philip says that even with our best effort this situation will result in some people getting nothing.
B. How big was the problem? It was obvious that Philip saw the problem as bigger than Jesus. And because Philip saw the problem bigger than Jesus, he couldn’t see the solution.
C. Philip could see the difficulty but he couldn’t see the deity in his midst. Philip could see the predicament of the people’s hunger, but he couldn’t see the power of heaven. Philip could see the bigness of this crisis but he could not see that Jesus was bigger.
D.   A lot of us are like Philip. A problem comes our way and it seems huge. And all we can see is the problem. We can not see the solution. We can not see that no matter how big our problem, God is always bigger. Today, the good news for us is that God is better than any problem we have.
III.  You can see the solution if you can come as your or with what you have and know in your heart that what you have is more than enough for God to do the incredible.
John 6:8-9 (NIV) 
8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, spoke up, 
9 "Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?" 

A. For Andrew to come to Jesus with five small loaves of bread and two fish is like coming to Jesus with nothing at all. After all, how would that little bit feed a crowd of 5,000? Even Andrew himself acknowledges that when he says “how far will they go among so many?”
B. But this is the point. That is how we all come to Jesus. It is not on the basis of who we are; it is not on the basis of what we have; it is not on the basis of what we give. We all come to Jesus just as we are.
C. Maybe it is just me but I cannot help see in this Scripture that maybe Andrew saw the potential of so little in the hands of Jesus. 
D. Today in your life situation do you see the potential if you put your life situation in the hands of an Almighty God. 
IV.  You can see the solution if you stay obedient to Jesus even if you have no idea how He is going to pull off this miracle.
John 6:10-11 (NIV) 
10 Jesus said, "Have the people sit down." There was plenty of grass in that place, and the men sat down, about five thousand of them. 
11 Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish. 

A. Philip has already told us that eight months wages were not enough to feed all these people. Andrew tells us that all he could find was five loaves and two fish. 

B. But Jesus tells the disciples to go through the people and tell them to sit down. Not a single one of the disciples asked Jesus the question that would have been on my mind. “Why are we going to have them sit down and get them to think they are getting ready to eat when we have nothing for them to eat?  

C. What the disciples did was stay obedient to Jesus even though you they did not know how Jesus was going to pull off the miracle.
D. The Bible is full of examples of how God pulled off miracles despite the people not knowing how He was going to do it. Noah kept building the ark even though he didn’t know how God was going to pull off a flood. The Israelites marched around Jericho even though they did not know how the walls would come tumbling down. 


E. Today are you being obedient to God in the midst of your problem. You will never see the solution to your problem if you can not stay obedient to God in the midst of your problem.

V.  You can see the solution if you can see the abundance after God has been there.
John 6:12-13 (NIV) 
12 When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, "Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted." 
13 So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten. 

A. When God visits a situation there is always left over blessings. The Apostle Paul understood that when he says:
Ephesians 3:20 (NIV) 
20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 

B. In our passage of Scripture there were 12 baskets of food left over. There was more left over than they started with.

C. Do you understand what that means for you and me? Today, if I am sad and depressed and God visits me that sadness and depression would flee and I would have so much joy that I cannot  help but share it with others.
D. Today, if your soul is dark God wants to come light it out and give you so much light that you can not help but be a light to others.
VI.  Conclusion
A.  Today, the solution is at this altar. Today the solution is right where you are sitting. The solution: His Name is Jesus. His Name is Wonderful! And He wants to do great and mighty things in your life. Will you let Him? The answer is simple. Let Him be your solution. He is bigger than any problem you have.
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