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Introduction:

Two weeks ago, we saw that God chose to have a unique, personal and real relationship with us. And because it is unique, God does not deal with us in the same way.

Then last week we saw that God puts us in certain places so that we can have the best possible daily relationship with Him. God deals with us out of love and we are to respond back in the character of God. 

And finally last week we saw that God will sometimes make us make major adjustments in our plans to meet His plans.

And so you can’t talk about where God has you in life without talking about obedience.  

Body:

1.Our greatest struggle isn’t knowing what God desires of us; it is choosing to be obedient to God.

Hebrews 5:7-8 … although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered…

A. Obedience is a struggle because it is hard. Anything that is hard we will generally make excuses to get out of.

B. What I want to share tonight with you are the excuses we make to try to get out of obedience to God.

2. Sometimes I chose to be disobedient to God because I am not in the mood to be obedient.

Genesis 4:6-8 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why is your face downcast? If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? …

A. God told Cain that he must do the right thing. Cain was not in the mood to be obedient to God. 

B. Your children, you tell them not to do something and they do it anyway. They were not in the mood to be obedient.

3. Sometimes I am disobedient to God because I don’t like God’s timing.

Acts 24:25-As Paul discoursed on righteousness, self-control and the judgment to come, Felix was afraid and said that’s enough for now. You may leave. When I find it convenient, I will send for you.

A. Felix didn’t want to hear because he thought it was not the best time for God to be working in His life.

B. How often have we put off something that God has asked us to do because we don’t like the timing?

4. Sometimes I am disobedient because I don’t understand why God is requiring something of me.

Genesis 16:1-5 Now Sarai, Abram’s wife had borne him no children.

A. Abraham and Sarai did not understand that God was requiring that they have their own child. So, they devised a plan to have a child.

B. God told Jacob to settle in Bethel. Rather, he chose to settle elsewhere. He did not understand what God was requiring of him.

5.  Sometimes I am disobedient because I don’t think it is in my best interest to be obedient.

Jonah 4:1-3 But Jonah was greatly displeased and became angry…

A. Jonah knew that it was not in his best interest to go to Nineveh. He knew that if the people repented that people in his own homeland would be angry with him. So he attempted to flee.

6. Sometimes I am disobedient because if I do what God says some might think I am crazy.

Genesis 6:11-14 now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight…. 

A. Noah could have easily said no because people were going to think he was crazy. There has never before been a flood as much less rain.

B. Are you crazy wanting to go to church over deer hunting? Or church over a football game?

Conclusion

Those are five reasons why is it hard to be obedient to God at times. But no matter how hard it is to be obedient, God’s Word tells us something very interesting. And it is this; the hardest way to go through life is in disobedience.

Proverb 13:15- Good understanding wins favor, but the way of the unfaithful is hard.

