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Introduction:

Last week we saw that everyone is called to a certain task or tasks in their life.  And that the task you are called to is unique to you and there will be always enough pressure in that task that you will need to exercise Christian principles. Whether you are a mother, a postal worker, a schoolteacher there will be enough pressure placed on you that you must demonstrate Christian principles.

Tonight, we want to see what criteria God uses to put you where He has you.

Body:

1. God never sees experience as the most important factor to call you to a certain place in life.

Amos 7:14-15 I was neither a prophet nor a prophet’s son, but I was a shepherd, and I also took care of the sycamore-fig trees…. go, prophesy.

A. Amos says I have no experience at being a prophet nor has anyone in my family has any experience in being a prophet. I come to you with no experience what so ever.

B. Think about churches that are trying to call a pastor. What is the first thing they want to know? How much experience do you have.

C. Think about us. When a position comes open to serve in the church. We say: “I can’t do that because I don’t have any experience.”

D. If you are using experience as the criteria to judge where you need to be, you are going to miss out where God wants you to be. God does not see experience as the most important consideration.

E. So then how does God call people to certain tasks?

2. First, God calls you based upon your willingness to listen.

Amos 7:15- But the Lord took me from tending the flock and said to me, “Go, prophesy to my people Israel.”

A. Think about it most of us spend more time talking to God about something rather than listening to God. 

B. I think one of our biggest problems is that we don’t listen to God. James 1:19 everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry.

C.  Amos was listening to God. I believe we will be amazed at how often we did not do what God wants because we were not listening.

D. Wherever H has you, He is talking to you about what He wants you to do.

3. Secondly, God calls you to a certain place based upon your willingness to do.

Vs 16- Now then, hear the word of the Lord.

A. Amos says God called me to prophesy, I listened and now I am prophesying. 

B. Some of us listen all the time to what God wants us to do but never do it.  Jonah listened to God but didn’t want to do it.

C. For some of us the problem is not our listening it is our doing.

4. Third, God calls you based upon your willingness to take the heat.

VS 16-17 You say do not prophesy against Israel and stop preaching against the house of Isaac…

A. Where God has placed you there will always be a certain amount of tension so that you must exercise Christian values. 

B. The priest told Amos not to preach against Israel. The only problem is that the prophesy God gave Amos was against Israel. 

5. Fourth, God calls you based upon your heart. 

Psalm 78:70-72 He chose David his servant… and David shepherded them with integrity of heart. 

A. Was David the most perfect man for the job? No. He could not keep his family in line. He killed a man. But God looked at his heart and say that he was the right man for the job.

B. Where God has you today it is because he has looked at your heart and seen that you are the right person for the job.

Conclusion:

If you try to base where God wants you based upon this world’s criteria then you will end up in the wrong place.

