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Introduction:

I believe there are times that we don’t go looking for trouble but trouble has a way of finding us. However, I believe that there are times that we go looking for troubles and we find them.

Israel went looking for trouble. God was leading them but they wanted a King like other nations. When God agreed to allow them to pick a king they picked a man by the name of Saul that God would not have picked.

Body:

1. Sometimes God’s greatest judgment is giving us what we want so we can see that it isn’t really what we wanted in the first place.
1 Samuel 8:5-7 (NIV)  

    They said to him, "You are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways; now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other nations have." 

    [6] But when they said, "Give us a king to lead us," this displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the Lord. [7] And the Lord told him: "Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as their king. 

A. Three times God tells Samuel to listen to the people.

1 Samuel 8:7 (NIV)  

    [7] And the Lord told him: "Listen to all that the people are saying to you; 

1 Samuel 8:9 (NIV)  

    Now listen to them; but warn them solemnly and let them know what the king who will reign over them will do." 

1 Samuel 8:22 (NIV)  

    The Lord answered, "Listen to them and give them a king."

2. The best way to know if I am asking for the wrong thing is to look at my motive.

1 Samuel 8:5 (NIV)  

    They said to him, "You are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways; now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other nations have." 

A. Their motive is that the people of Israel wanted to be like everyone else. What is the problem of being like everyone else? The problem of being like everyone else is that they (everyone else) don’t want the things of God; they want the things of this world and you get drawn into it.
3. Another good way to know if I am asking for the wrong thing is to see if I am ignoring the advice of others.

1 Samuel 8:9 (NIV)  

    Now listen to them; but warn them solemnly and let them know what the king who will reign over them will do." 
A. I believe that God places people in our path who will instruct us as to the way that God desires to lead us.
B. God placed Samuel in their path but the people refused to heed the message.

4. Wrong choices give birth to more wrong choices.

1 Samuel 9:2 (NIV)  

    He had a son named Saul, an impressive young man without equal among the Israelites--a head taller than any of the others. 

A. Saul came from a good family. His dad was a man of valor. Saul was handsome and he was tall and impressive for battle. He looked like a king on the outside but the people never thought about what type of heart that he had.
B. That made a wrong choice about wanting a king and that gave birth to picking the wrong king.

C. Think about it in your own life. You made a mistake and it produced another mistake.

5. We can look at the outcome to see if our choice was correct.
1 Samuel 13:11-13 (NIV)  

    "What have you done?" asked Samuel.

    Saul replied, "When I saw that the men were scattering, and that you did not come at the set time, and that the Philistines were assembling at Micmash, [12] I thought, 'Now the Philistines will come down against me at Gilgal, and I have not sought the Lord's favor.' So I felt compelled to offer the burnt offering." 

    [13] "You acted foolishly," Samuel said. "You have not kept the command the Lord your God gave you; if you had, he would have established your kingdom over Israel for all time. 

A. It is time for the first battle, Samuel tells him to wait till he gets there before going to battle. Saul sees the people scattering and so he offers the sacrifice instead of waiting. God tells him through Samuel that he will tear the kingdom from him.
B. This shows that partial obedience is no obedience at all.

6. Be careful of the decisions you make because it may take a long time to get back on course.

1 Samuel 13:1 (NIV)  

    Saul was thirty years old when he became king, and he reigned over Israel forty- two years. 

A. Saul was the wrong choice as king, Samuel knew it from the very first, the people learned it over time but it took 42 years to get back on course.

7. To get back on course, I need to do what I know that I should be doing.
1 Samuel 12:20-22 (NIV)  

    "Do not be afraid," Samuel replied. "You have done all this evil; yet do not turn away from the Lord, but serve the Lord with all your heart. [21] Do not turn away after useless idols. They can do you no good, nor can they rescue you, because they are useless. [22] For the sake of his great name the Lord will not reject his people, because the Lord was pleased to make you his own. 

A. You want to get back on course then begin serving God with all your heart.
