Blessing and Curses
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I want you to notice a shift in who is speaking. Deuteronomy is primarily Moses speaking but now his life is short and so new leadership has got to come to the surface. In Verse 1 it is the elders of Israel who take the floor with Moses. And then in verse 9, it is the priests who speak with Moses to the people.
We all need reminders. We set alarm clock to remind us it time to wake up. We put our briefcases in the door way to remind us to take it to the office. We put notes on the ice box to remind us of something important that we have to pick up today. Well Moses and the elders are going to tell the people to keep the Word of God in their face so they don’t swerve, deviate, or turn aside. 

First Moses and the elders give the instruction to keep the Word. They have hear the Word preached to them by Moses from Deuteronomy 4 to Deuteronomy 26 and now having hear the Word he tells them in verse 1 to be doers of the Word. James will pick up that idea in the New Testament.

James 1:22 (KJV) 
22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. 

The Israelites were to build a special altar. It was to be made with all natural stones with no tools to carve the stones.  There they would put the stones that they wrote the whole law of God in that same place. And the people were to come to offer burnt offerings and peace offering there.

Joshua 8:30-32 (KJV) 
30 Then Joshua built an altar unto the LORD God of Israel in mount Ebal, 
31 As Moses the servant of the LORD commanded the children of Israel, as it is written in the book of the law of Moses, an altar of whole stones, over which no man hath lift up any iron: and they offered thereon burnt offerings unto the LORD, and sacrificed peace offerings. 
32 And he wrote there upon the stones a copy of the law of Moses, which he wrote in the presence of the children of Israel. 

 Why the uncut stone:

Exodus 20:25 (KJV) 
25 And if thou wilt make me an altar of stone, thou shalt not build it of hewn stone: for if thou lift up thy tool upon it, thou hast polluted it. 

Why on Mt Ebal: Because this is where the Lord first appeared and told Abraham He would give him the land. It was about 500 years later.
Genesis 12:6-7 (NIV) 
6 Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 
7 The LORD appeared to Abram and said, "To your offspring I will give this land." So he built an altar there to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 

In verse 9 he tells the people to be silent and listen. 
James 1:19-20 (NIV) 
19 My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, 
20 for man's anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires. 

Why:

If we are speaking in the presence of God rather than listening then we most likely are trying to give God another way of doing it. But God wants to do it His way.

Dueling Mountains:

On Mount Gerizim the Levites will pronounce blessings. Six tribes will be there with the Levites.

On Mount Ebal the Levites will be pronounce cursings.  Six tribes will be with them.  Picture the scene. These two mountains are very close to each other rising to about 3,000 ft and there is a valley in between.

You have a clear choice to follow God. And a clear set of consequences depending on your choice.
It also reveals that God’s Word divides.

Matthew 10:35 (KJV) 
35 For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law. 

Why? Give the curses on Mt. Ebal.

Ebal is a naked mountain and barren as a rock. Gerizim abounds with springs, gardens and orchards and is covered in green.

Then why did God build his altar on Ebal. Because He didn’t want any distractions in the worship of Him.

There are 12 curses just like there are twelve tribes. 

This demonstration that God did on the two mountain is to demonstrate full obedience.  And the curses remind us that also includes those secret sins. Those sins we do in private that we think that no one knows about.

Luke 8:17 (NIV) 
17 For there is nothing hidden that will not be disclosed, and nothing concealed that will not be known or brought out into the open. 

In verse 15 it talks about in secret; and in verse 24 it talks about in secrets. Sexual perversions are usually done in secret.

It is interesting that their first defeat comes about as result of the secret sin of Achan.

The curses are:

Making other gods or idols in secret.

Dishonoring your parents

Stealing your neighbor’s property

Taking advantage of the helpless

Taking advantage of those who can not defend themselves.

Incest

Personal Injury

Murder for hire

Everything else.

The Apostle Paul uses this verse 26 to show that eternal life could not be achieved by the keeping of the Law.

Galatians 3:10 (NIV) 
10 All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law." 

The purpose of the Law was to show us how far we fall short. God didn’t ask His people to do most of the Laws most of the time but all the Laws all the time.

Galatians 3:13 (NIV) 
13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree." 

Now my relationship with God is no longer on what I do; but on whom I trust.

Also people on both mountains answered “Amen”. Also we need an altar on the mount of cursing. 
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