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Introduction:

Here at Bala Chitto, we do not spend a whole lot of time looking at Bible prophecy so every so often we will block out a segment of time and devote that to the study of prophecy. Last time, I believe we went through the Book of the Revelation- verse by verse. This time we are going to take a much broader paint brush and get a good overview of prophecy. So for the next several months, we will be using our Wednesday night time together to look at prophecy.

Body:

1. First, let us define prophecy as history written in advance of its actual occurrence.

Isaiah 46:11 (NIV)  

        What I have said, that will I bring about;

        what I have planned, that will I do. 

A. Only the church had prophecy. There are people who speculate what the future holds but theirs is only their best guess. It is not a certainity. When God tells us about the future, He brings it about with certainity.

B. In fact, it is prophecy that separates Christianity from the false religions of the world.

2 Peter 1:16 (NIV)  

    We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 

C. By our definition of prophecy as                        “history written in advance of its actual occurrence” then there are prophecy in both the Old and New Testament. They are not just confined to the New Testament or to the Book of the Revelations.
D. For example, God told Abraham  in Genesis 15 :13-14 that His  people will go down to Egypt and spend 400 years in slavery and then come out with a great possession. That prophecy was fulfilled in the Book of Exodus.
E. It is prophecy that separates the Church from everything else.
2. God tells us to pay close attention to prophecy.

2 Peter 1:19 (NIV)  

    And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 

A. If God tells us to pay close attention to prophecy then there are some benefits to me by studying prophecy. 

B. So, we need to look at the reasons why we study prophecy.

3. Bible prophecy should convince us of the reality of God.
Daniel 2:28 (NIV)  

    but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries. He has shown King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in days to come. 

A. When the Bible was written 28% of the entire Bible was prophetic in nature. Dr. John Walvoord, dean of prophecy at Dallas Theological Seminary teaches his seminary student that ½ of the 1000 Bible prophecies have been fulfilled.

B. The sheer number of prophecies and their fulfillment with perfect accuracy has to reveal a Supreme God.

4. The study of Bible prophecy will keep you alert to the schemes of false teachers that will arise in the end times.
Matthew 7:15 (NIV)  

    "Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 

Matthew 24:11 (NIV)  

    and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 

Matthew 24:24 (NIV)  

    For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect--if that were possible. 

A. The best method for a false prophet to deceive us is to speak about some understanding he has about a prophecy or that God has appointed Him the one to bring about a prophecy.

B. Generally, false teachers work in the area of prophecy to deceive because this is the area we preach the least about from the pulpit. If the church of Jesus Christ is weak it is weak in the area of prophecy.
5. The more I study the prophecies, the more evangelistic I become as a person.
John 14:3 (NIV)  

    And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 
A. There are some great prophecies about God taking His people home to be with Him. But there are some dreadful prophecies about what happens to those who reject Christ.

B. The more I study prophecy the greater sense of urgency I have to make sure that my loved ones, friends, or anyone is spared the judgment of God.

6. The more I study the prophecies, the more Christ-like I become in my personal walk.
1 John 3:2-3 (NIV)  

    But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. [3] Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure. 
A. If we stay mindful of His Second Coming, we will watch with care how we live each day.

Conclusion:

Prophecy separates the church from anything else the world has ever known. The church has also left wide open this door for false prophets to come along and deceive the people. 

I hope as we paint with a broad brush that you will get a much better view of prophecy in total. 
