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Introduction:
I want you to see tonight that prophecy in the Bible is not haphazard or random but rather has a methodology or a purpose to it.

When you study the Scriptures, you will soon discover that the prophecies cluster around four major events in the Bible. Three have already occurred and one is yet to occur.

They are the Creation, the Flood, Christ First Coming and Christ Second Coming. The one remaining to occur is the Second Coming.

So tonight we want to spend some time looking at the rationale as to why the prophecies seem to cluster around these four events.

Body:

1. In each one of these events there appears to be a conflict occurring between Satan and God involving you and me.

Genesis 3:15 (NIV)  

  And I will put enmity

between you and the woman,

and between your offspring and hers;

he will crush your head,

and you will strike his heel."

A. The Garden appears to be a challenge between God and Satan involving mankind. God tells Adam not to eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil. Satan comes along and tells Eve it is OK to eat of the tree.

B. As result, Adam and Eve eat of the tree and God has to deal with their sin and provides prophecy concerning a coming Savior.

2. In each one of these events, mankind’s spiritually is on the decline. 

Genesis 6:11-13 (NIV)  

    Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight and was full of violence. [12] God saw how corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways. [13] So God said to Noah, "I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth.
A. In the Garden Adam and Eve hit a spiritual low; during the days of Noah mankind hit a spiritual low; during Jesus’ crucifixion, the Jews, his own people, hit a spiritual low and during the Second Coming mankind is back to where it was in the days of Noah.
Matthew 24:37 (NIV)  

    As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 

B. So we can see that prophecy flourishes when mankind hits spiritual lows. Prophecy is God’s way to provide hope when we are spiritually down.
3. In each one of these events, prophecy announces that God is going to break in to human history in a big way.

Isaiah 7:14 (NIV)  

    Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. 
A. God is very active in our life on a day by day basis. God does not sit in heaven and watch the events that occur as an uninterested third party. But there are times that He goes beyond the day by day involvement and breaks into history in a big way.
B. The prophecies seem to cluster around those events- when God breaks into history in a big way. It seems to announce that He is going to break into history in a big way.
4. In each one of these events, it appears on the surface that Satan has the upper hand in the conflict with God through prophecy reminds us Satan losses.

Job 19:25 (KJV)  

    For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: 
A. For example when Jesus hung on the Cross, Satan was sure that he had won the conflict. But the prophecies concerning the resurrection were to tell us that God is still in control and that He is winning the battle.
B. Another example, in the Garden after the sin it appears that Satan has won. But by the prophecy concerning the judgment of the serpent, we are reminded that God wins.

5. The first three events with their prophecies prepare us for the greatest prophecy yet to be fulfilled- The Second Coming.
Matthew 16:27 (KJV)  

    For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works. 

Matthew 24:21 (NIV)  

    For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now--and never to be equaled again.
A. Even the Lord Himself says that the greatest prophecy has not yet occurred but lies ahead.

B. As we said last week Dr. John Walvoord says the Bible has approximately 1,000 prophecies. Five hundred of them have been fulfilled and they center about the first three events and the remaining 500 prophecies center around the Second Coming of Christ.

C. Just by the sheer number of prophecies centered about the Second Coming, the greatest event is yet to occur.
Conclusion:

God has chosen to provide us with a view of the future during those times that mankind has hit spiritual lows.

