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Introduction

The role of the Jews in the Second Coming of Christ is an important element of the end time prophecies. Remember there will be 144,000 Jews that will be the witnesses during the tribulation period.                                         Rev. 7:3-4 (NIV)  

    "Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees until we put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God." [4] Then I heard the number of those who were sealed: 144,000 from all the tribes of Israel.
The question we would like to answer tonight is how do the Jews reject His First Coming and then work on His behalf in the Second Coming? 

I believe that bible prophecy provides the  answer.

Body:

1. The Jews were unable to separate His First and Second Comings because many of the prophecies of the Old Testament contain information relevant to both comings in the same prophecy. 

Isaiah 9:6-7 (NIV)  

    For to us a child is born,

        to us a son is given,

        and the government will be on his shoulders.

    And he will be called

        Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,

        Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

    [7] Of the increase of his government and peace

        there will be no end.

    He will reign on David's throne

        and over his kingdom,

    establishing and upholding it

        with justice and righteousness

        from that time on and forever.

    The zeal of the Lord Almighty

        will accomplish this. 
A. The first part of the passage talks about His First Coming as a child; but within the same verse it talks about His authority over government that refers to His Second Coming.
B. Another example of the combining of First and Second Coming  prophecies is found in 
Micah 5:2-3 (NIV)  

    "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,

        though you are small among the clans of Judah,

    out of you will come for me

        one who will be ruler over Israel,

    whose origins are from of old,

        from ancient times."

    [3] Therefore Israel will be abandoned

        until the time when she who is in labor gives birth

    and the rest of his brothers return

        to join the Israelites.

C. In verse 2, it refers to the Second Coming of Christ. In verse 3, it refers to His First Coming. In verse 2, it talks about a ruler that does not occur to His Second Coming. In verse 3, it talks about a birth that occurs in the First Coming.

2. The Jews could not accept Jesus as their  King because all of the major prophets and nine of the minor prophets stressed the kingship of Christ in form of His government. In His First Coming, He came as a Servant and not a king.

Isaiah 9:7 [7] Of the increase of his government and peace

        there will be no end.

A. The Jews were looking for Jesus to come one way and He came another way. It is almost as if the prophecies lead them to the wrong conclusion.

3. The Apostle Paul refers to the Church Age as a mystery because no Old Testament prophet saw it in their prophecies.

Ephes. 3:9-10 (NIV)  

    and to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. [10] His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 

and

Ephes. 5:32 (NIV)  

    This is a profound mystery--but I am talking about Christ and the church. 
A. The major event that separates the First and Second Coming of Christ is the Church Age. Without recognizing the Church Age, it is easy to perceive the First and Second Coming as one event. 

B. The Jews took the promises of overcoming the world and applied them to the first coming because they did not recognize the church age.

C. The Jews did not reject Christ because He wasn’t a miracle worker, or a great teacher but because He did not remove the oppression under the Roman dictatorship. They confused the First Coming with the Second Coming.

4. Even in the early years of the New Testament, the impression was that Jesus would return quickly after His Resurrection. In other words, there would be no time for a church age.

Luke 19:11 (NIV)  

    While they were listening to this, he went on to tell them a parable, because he was near Jerusalem and the people thought that the kingdom of God was going to appear at once. 
A. The New Testament impression was that Jesus was going to set up His Kingdom during His earthly ministry or shortly thereafter. 

B. They did not assume that the Church Age would have lasted as long as it did.
5. Paul tells us that only in the New Testament are we able to make sense  of the Old Testament prophecies; but the Jews don’t have the New Testament.

1 Cor. 2:8-10 (NIV)  

    None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. [9] However, as it is written:

    "No eye has seen,

        no ear has heard,

    no mind has conceived

        what God has prepared for those who love him"--

[10] but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit.

    The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. 

A. God did not choose to clarify the appearance as His Comings as two separate events until the New Testament. The Jews have rejected the New Testament so therefore they remain with the Old Testament viewpoint that there is only one coming rather than two.

B. The New Testament prophecies generally clarify the Old Testament prophecies so you have to study prophecy as a whole.

C. God uses that false impression of the Jews in the end time prophecies.

Conclusion

God recognizing that the Jews would not accept Jesus during His First Coming has made provision for the Jews in His Second coming.
