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Introduction:

In the first three verses of Isaiah 61, the prophet outlines for us that Jesus will have a two-fold ministry. In His First Coming, He will minister providing salvation and grace. In His Second Coming, He will provide judgment to the unbelievers and provide a second opportunity to the Jews. What makes this prophecy so remarkable is that it was written about 680 B.C. before Jesus’ First Coming.
Body:
1.  Isaiah prophesied that Jesus would have an earthly ministry. 

Matthew 11:2-5 (NIV)  

    When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples [3] to ask him, "Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?" 

    [4] Jesus replied, "Go back and report to John what you hear and see: [5] The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor. 
A. Jesus Himself acknowledges that verse 1 was referring to his earthly ministry when He tells John disciples to report what Isaiah prophesied.

B. Isaiah did not know how long that this ministry would be. We know as we look at the New Testament that it was 3 ½ years.
C. Jesus was claiming that He was the Messiah that Isaiah prophesied was coming. A good Jew would have understood that Jesus was making the claim that He is the Messiah. And they must decide if Jesus actually was the Messiah.
2. Isaiah prophesied that there would be an age of grace.
Isaiah 61:2 (NIV)  

    to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor
A. Isaiah did not realize that the acceptable day of the Lord was the age of grace and that the age of grace  corresponded to the church age.

B. The Apostle Paul saw that truth.

2 Cor. 6:2 (NIV)  

    For he says,

    "In the time of my favor I heard you,

        and in the day of salvation I helped you."

I tell you, now is the time of God's favor, now is the day of salvation. 
C. Isaiah did not know the length of the age of grace. In the New Testament, we don’t know the length but we know that it has lasted 2004 years so far. 

3. Jesus emphasized His reasons for First Coming. They were for salvation and grace.
Luke 4:17-21 (NIV)  

    The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:

    [18] "The Spirit of the Lord is on me,

        because he has anointed me

        to preach good news to the poor.

    He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners

        and recovery of sight for the blind,

    to release the oppressed, 

        [19] to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."

    [20] Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, [21] and he began by saying to them, "Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing." 

A. Notice that He stopped the prophecy of Isaiah after talking about the year of the Lord’s favor.

B. Jesus was announcing the reason for His First Coming and the introduction of the church age. Jesus’ First Coming was to announce salvation and the age of grace. In His Second Coming, He will announce judgment. So, in Jesus’ earthly ministry you see more emphasis on salvation and grace as compared to judgment.

C. Most of what we find out about the Second Coming of Christ we learn from the Apostles John and Paul.

D. We can also say that by Jesus closing the Book at this point, Jesus was making the point that there is a gap between the First and Second Coming of Christ. The Jews did not see the gap. We know that the gap has lasted at least 2000 years.
4. Isaiah knew that the age of favor would be greater in length than the day of vengeance.
Isaiah 61:2 (NIV)  

    to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor

        and the day of vengeance of our God,

    to comfort all who mourn, 

A. Notice that he speaks of God’s favor as an age. When Isaiah speaks of the time of judgment, he refers to it as a day.

B. The day of vengeance" will not be till He comes again or His Second Coming.
2 Thes. 1:7-9 (KJV)  

    And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, [8] In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: [9] Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power; 

5. Isaiah informs us that the Second Coming has a two-fold purpose- to comfort the saints that mourn and to complete the second chance for Israel.
Isaiah 61:2-3 (NIV)  

    to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor

        and the day of vengeance of our God,

    to comfort all who mourn, 

        [3] and provide for those who grieve in Zion--

A. The saints of God are in his heaven in Rev. 6, but they still mourn because they have yet to see God take out His revenge on those who caused them to suffer and die for their faith.

Rev. 6:10 (KJV)  

    And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 
B. It refers to the Jews because he talks about “those who grieve in Zion.” And we know that God gives them a second change with the 144,000 Jews preaching the Gospel during the Tribulation period.
Isaiah 57:18 (KJV)  

    I have seen his ways, and will heal him: I will lead him also, and restore comforts unto him and to his mourners. 

6. Isaiah prophesied that in the end God is glorified through all that He has accomplished.

Isaiah 61:3 (NIV)  

            They will be called oaks of righteousness,

        a planting of the Lord

        for the display of his splendor.

A. God refers to his people as oaks of righteousness.  It is symbolical of men strong in righteousness, instead of being bowed down as a reed with sin.
Psalm 92:12 (KJV)  

    The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree: he shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 

B. In the end, God is glorified because His people are now His possession.
John 15:8 (KJV)  

    Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. 

