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Be the Kind Person that God Loves to Bless
Introduction:

A good job; a college degree; money in the bank; lots of friends! Those descriptive may sound like you have made the most out of your life. But let me suggest to you today that if you have not received and continue to receive blessings from God then you have not made the most of your life. 

And today in our passage of Scripture God is going to tell us the kind of person that He loves to bless.
1.  To the be the kind of person that God loves to bless you can’t turn a blind eye to the sin going on in your own home. 
1 Samuel 2:12-17 (NIV) 
12 Eli's sons were wicked men; they had no regard for the LORD. 
13 Now it was the practice of the priests with the people that whenever anyone offered a sacrifice and while the meat was being boiled, the servant of the priest would come with a three-pronged fork in his hand. 
14 He would plunge it into the pan or kettle or caldron or pot, and the priest would take for himself whatever the fork brought up. This is how they treated all the Israelites who came to Shiloh. 
15 But even before the fat was burned, the servant of the priest would come and say to the man who was sacrificing, "Give the priest some meat to roast; he won't accept boiled meat from you, but only raw." 
16 If the man said to him, "Let the fat be burned up first, and then take whatever you want," the servant would then answer, "No, hand it over now; if you don't, I'll take it by force." 
17 This sin of the young men was very great in the LORD's sight, for they were treating the LORD's offering with contempt. 

A. We want to think that as long as we stay out of sin that it does not matter what others are doing in the house. And that simply is not the case. We are told in the Old Testament we are to be our brother’s keeper.  We are told in the New Testament that we are to be salt and light.  We are told to make every effort to restore the person who has fallen. We are to make a difference where we live, where we church, where we work and where we socialize. We are to be different!

B. Eli is the chief priest of Israel. He is responsible for the spiritual condition of the nation of Israel.  But God has an indictment against him.  “Eli’s sons were wicked men.”  The context is that God places the responsible on Eli for the condition of his household.

C. His sons were stealing the sacrifices offering to God of not just a few Israelites but all the Israelites who came to offer sacrifices at Shiloh.

i. They took whatever the fork brought up but the ordinances allowed them the breast and shoulder of the animal. 

ii. They would take the meat before the fat was burned up and offered to God. And if the people would refuse, they took it my force. The fat portions always belonged to God and they were never to get the fat portion.

iii. So, God says that they have contempt for his sacrifices.

D. But Eli is silent. His sons are in sin, the whole nation is aware of their sin problem, and Eli still says nothing to them.  How can God bless Eli when he is not confronting the sin in his own home?

E. Oh, Eli does eventually confront it but it is too late. God had waited and waited for Eli to speak but Eli had said nothing for too long. Look with me at: 1 Samuel 2:23-25 (NIV) 
23 So he said to them, "Why do you do such things? I hear from all the people about these wicked deeds of yours. 
24 No, my sons; it is not a good report that I hear spreading among the LORD's people. 
25 If a man sins against another man, God may mediate for him; but if a man sins against the LORD, who will intercede for him?" His sons, however, did not listen to their father's rebuke, for it was the LORD's will to put them to death. (It was too little to late.)
F. What kind of pastor that I would be if I known that there is sin in the church and I say nothing to confront the sin? What kind of deacons would we have if they discovered that I am in sin and they don’t confront me about the sin in my life? 

G. If you want to be blessed by God you better become a man or woman who starts confronting sin in your home. You can’t turn a blind eye to what is going on and do nothing about it and be blessed by God. 

2. To the be the kind of person that God loves to bless, you got to be a person willing to make some sacrifices for the Kingdom in your life.  
1 Samuel 2:18-21 (NIV) 
18 But Samuel was ministering before the LORD--a boy wearing a linen ephod. 
19 Each year his mother made him a little robe and took it to him when she went up with her husband to offer the annual sacrifice. 
20 Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, saying, "May the LORD give you children by this woman to take the place of the one she prayed for and gave to the LORD." Then they would go home. 
21 And the LORD was gracious to Hannah; she conceived and gave birth to three sons and two daughters. Meanwhile, the boy Samuel grew up in the presence of the LORD. 

A. Remember, Hannah could not have children and she would go up to Shiloh year after year and pray for a child. And then one time in her desperation she makes a vow to God that if the Lord would be give me a son that I would give him back to the Lord. And we saw that she kept that vow.

B. That is a pretty tough sacrifice for any mother to give up her son especially if he is the only child. I don’t know if any of you women in this room today could do that.

C. But look what happens in her life. God blesses her with three sons and two daughters. Does that take the place of her son Samuel? No! But it does show that God did bless her sacrifice that she had made.

D. I wonder when was the last time you have made a sacrifice for the kingdom of God. Today, mindset is not about sacrificing for the kingdom but rather what can I get from the kingdom. That is not a mindset God will bless.

E. Look what Hannah does- she starts preparing Samuel to serve the Lord. She made him a little ephod and each year she would bring him a new robe so that he could minister before God.  Look at the stark contrast between a woman once a year teaching her child to minister before the Lord and Eli who sons had no regard to God because Eli taught them nothing.  Eli might have a good excuse that he is busy ministering for the Lord that he did not have time to teach his sons about God.  God did not accept that excuse and not blessing but judgment is going to come to Eli and his two sons.

F. I wonder today if we are full excuses why our families are falling apart. Listen dad if you are too busy working that you don’t have time to teach your children the things of God you are going to be held accountable by God. Listen momma if you are thinking that you just want peace and quiet in your house at any price so you are not going to confront sin, God is going to hold you accountable. 

G. Come on, stand up for what is the right thing to do.

3. To the be the kind of person that God loves to bless, you need to a person that does not compromise the truth of God.

1 Samuel 3:10-20 (NIV) 
10 The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, "Samuel! Samuel!" Then Samuel said, "Speak, for your servant is listening." 
11 And the LORD said to Samuel: "See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make the ears of everyone who hears of it tingle. 
12 At that time I will carry out against Eli everything I spoke against his family--from beginning to end. 
13 For I told him that I would judge his family forever because of the sin he knew about; his sons made themselves contemptible, and he failed to restrain them. 
14 Therefore, I swore to the house of Eli, 'The guilt of Eli's house will never be atoned for by sacrifice or offering.'" 
15 Samuel lay down until morning and then opened the doors of the house of the LORD. He was afraid to tell Eli the vision, 
16 but Eli called him and said, "Samuel, my son." Samuel answered, "Here I am." 
17 "What was it he said to you?" Eli asked. "Do not hide it from me. May God deal with you, be it ever so severely, if you hide from me anything he told you." 
18 So Samuel told him everything, hiding nothing from him. Then Eli said, "He is the LORD; let him do what is good in his eyes." 
19 The LORD was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of his words fall to the ground. 20 And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba recognized that Samuel was attested as a prophet of the LORD. 
A. We discover that in the beginning of Chapter 3 that Samuel is still a boy. The writing of Josephus has him around twelve years old at the time.  Whatever his age he is still considered a boy.  God comes and speaks with him and tells him some pretty tough things about Eli and his two sons.

B. The next day, Eli wants to know what God had said. Eli is very old and Samuel is very young so there might be a sense of toning down the message because you don’t want to cause him pain because you love him and you know that he is old and he might not be able to take the shock of the message. But look what Samuel does- he tells it to him straight. Samuel does not withhold anything. He tells it to him exactly like God told him. There was no compromise in what Samuel said to Eli.  

C. And God blesses that uncompromised word. He became know through the land as a prophet of God. And it saws that God continued to reveal Himself to Samuel.

D. There is no blessing in a word that is compromised. If I stood up here today and told you anything then what God has to say then there is no blessing in that. If I stood up here and told you what you want to hear there is no blessing in that. Blessing can only come from speaking the truth and you receiving the truth and letting it change your life

Conclusion:

Today are you living the type of life that makes it easy for God to bless.

1. You are not turning a blind eye to sin in your home.

2. You are willing to make sacrifices in your life for the kingdom.

3. You are willing to speak the truth of God in an uncompromising matter.
Eli and his two sons chose a life that God simply could not bless and ultimately had to judge. Don’t let that be you!

Hannah and Samuel lead a life that God could easily bless.

Why path are you going to take?
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