Be a Father! Don’t Let the Children Raise Their Selves!

Introduction: 

I am amazed nowadays as to how many children are left to raise their selves. Both mom and dad work a full day and when they come home they are tired and don’t have the energy or time to put into the lives of their children.

Just this very week a father and daughter came into my office for counseling. The daughter’s complaint was that her dad did not treat her like a sixteen-year-old teenager but more like his ex-wife. She was responsible for her three-year-old brother. She was responsible for all the cooking. She was responsible for all the laundry being done. The dad admitted when he comes home from work he is too tired to be involved in all those household things.

After they left, I thought about it, and I realized that this young teenager was left to raise herself. Trying to let your children raise themselves is nothing new. Even in biblical times, parents were doing the same thing and it usually spelled disaster. And if it spelled disaster then, it spells disaster now.

Today being father’s day, I want to look at a father who did not have time to raise his children and left them to raise their selves. Maybe we can learn the lesson, dad, that we must be involved in the lives of our children. Being a dad is not bringing home the check but spending our time with our children. And I challenge you fathers to be dads.

Turn in your Bibles to 1 Samuel 2:12-17
1. Dads have a tendency to make-work rather than spend time with the family.

Chapter 1:9-Once when they had finished eating and drinking in Shiloh, Hannah stood up. Now Eli the priest was sitting by the doorpost of the Lord’s temple.

A. Don’t get me wrong. If you are a dad and you are able to work then you should work. But a lot of time, dads make busy work so that they don’t have to come home and hear the screaming and fighting among the children. Dad’s would rather make-work rather than hear momma say you have to do something about little Johnnie because he did something at school. Dads would prefer that all these type of problems just go away. 

B. Eli was sitting at the doorpost of the temple. He was just making work. His most important thing, he was neglecting- spending time with his sons.

2. Dads are sometimes guilty of not practicing what they preach. 

Chapter 2:27-29Now a man of God came to Eli and said to him… Why do you honor your sons more than me by fattening yourselves on the choice part of every offering made by my people Israel?

A. Do you hear what God is saying? He lived one way and he preached to the people another way. He preached to the people that they should honor God but he chose to dishonor God. A preacher must not only preach the Word, but he must live what he preaches.

B. When Dads tell their children that they need to be in church and they are staying home they are dishonoring God.

C. When you tell your son or daughter that they shouldn’t drink, and yet you open the icebox and got beer in it, you are dishonoring God. Or if you tell your children not to smoke and you sit there and smoke, you are dishonoring God.  Or if you tell your child that they are to love the spouse God has for you and you don’t show love to your spouse, then you are dishonoring God.

D. We need to learn to practice what we preach.

3. Dads may be guilty of not being as involved in their children’s’ lives as they should be.    

Chapter 2: 22-23…I hear from all the people about the wicked deeds of yours.

A. Eli did not know from first hand experience what his children were up to. He had to learn about it from people in the community. 

B. Dads, how often you find about what your child is doing from your wife or from people in the community? If that is your main source of information about your child, you are not as involved in your child’s life like you should be.

4. Dads are sometimes guilty of tolerating the sins of their children for fear of pushing them away.  

Chapter 3:13For I told him I would judge his family forever because of the sin he knew about; his sons made themselves contemptible and he failed to restrain them.

A. Eli’s sons were grown men but God still held Eli responsible for not confronting their sin.

B. I am sure that the reason was that he did not want to push his children away from him.

C. How many times have we known our children are not living like they should and have not said anything for fear of offending them?

5. God is going to hold you responsible for being a dad.

Chapter 3:14 Therefore, I swore to the house of Eli, the guilt of Eli’s house will never be atoned for by sacrifice or offering.

A. Dad, you are going to stand before God one day and give an account as to how you raised your children.

B. Are you ready for that day, Eli wasn’t.
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1. Dads have a tendency to make __________rather than to spent __________ with _______________.

2. Dads are sometimes ____________ of not _________________ what they preach.
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4. Dads are sometimes guilty of ________________ the sins of their children for fear of ________________ them away.

5. ___________ is going to hold you responsible for being a __________________.
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