Be Careful What You Ask For

1 Samuel 7:15-8:1 then 8:4-9 then 8:19-21

Introduction:

I can remember as a 15-year-old boy begging my father to let me shave my face. At that time, I had a lot of that peach fuzz on my face and the older boys in the school were making fun of me. My daddy kept trying to put it off. He would make statements like: once you start shaving, you will have to shave the rest of your life. He would also say: you don’t know the trouble you are asking for by wanting to shave. Finally, he gave in and the peach fuzz disappeared.

I am reminded each morning when I shave 32 years later, I better be careful about what I ask for.

When I look in the Bible, I am also reminded I have better be careful about what I ask for. How many of us have not thought or said: I wish I could die. Or, I wish I wasn’t a Christian anymore. Or, I wish I didn’t belong to this church anymore. I better be careful what I ask for because sometimes God gives me what I ask for.

I want us this morning to see and learn from a situation where God gave the people what they asked for.

1. I am apt to ask God for the wrong thing when I fail to recognize how good I have it now.

1 Samuel 7:15

A. There is a sense by which each one of us carries a level of discontentment within us. We buy into the philosophy that the grass is always greener on the other side of the fence.

B. Unfortunately, many in a congregation are happiest with their preacher after he is gone. They don’t realize what they have until after they have lost it.

C. I personally learned to appreciate my mother and father more after they died.

D. Israel had it good with the judges but they didn’t see it.

2. I am apt to ask God for the wrong thing when I fail to recognize how far God has taken me.

I Samuel 8:5

A. Sometimes we will tell God how terrible He is for not doing something for us and we forget all the times that He has done something for us.

B. Coach Jerry Di Nardo came to LSU several years ago and took a failing football program and turned it around. A couple of years later the team started losing again and the coach was fired. The committee wasn’t thinking about the good things he did for the university, all they could see was several losing seasons.

C. Many times, we don’t see where God has brought us from. Many times we cannot see God’s past faithfulness to us. All we can see is that He is not doing something that we want Him to do now.

3. I am apt to ask God for the wrong thing when I keep an eye on what someone else has.

1Samuel 8:5

A. How many things have we asked God for simply because our neighbor has them? Israel’s neighbors had kings, so Israel wanted a king.

B. When I lived in the suburbs I noticed this. When one person on a block buys a new vehicle, there will be someone else who buys one from that same block in a short period of time.

C. Many people including Christians get themselves in financial trouble keeping up with their neighbor.

4. I am apt to ask God for the wrong thing when I fail to heed the advise of wise counsel.

I Samuel 8:9-10

A. There is a sense of stubbornness in each one of us. We think we know what is best for our live even if God would tell us what will happen to us if we got what we wanted.

B. In this case, God tells the people what will happen if they get their king and yet they still wanted a king.

C. Teenagers and young adults think they know all about life and will sometimes reject the counsel of their parents or their minister.

5. I am apt to ask God for the wrong thing when I forget that sometimes I can make matters worse.

1 Samuel 8:3 then 10-11

A. There is a sense in which I can have a false sense of security in believing that things can not get any worse than they are now. I believe that whatever I ask for will help the situation not worsen it.

B. I am sure that the people of Israel believed that since Samuel’s sons were wicked, it couldn’t get any worse. But the truth is that it can get worse.

C.  One of my dad’s favorite expressions was: don’t say anything, you are just making it worse on yourself.

Conclusion:

6. Be careful what you ask for because sometimes God will give you what you ask for.

1 Samuel 8:19-21

A. Israel got their king. Have you gotten what you asked for?

