Avoid Becoming Your Own Religious Nightmare
1 Samuel 14:23-46
Introduction:

Judas, the apostle of Jesus Christ, is an example of a religious nightmare. Of all the men in Israel at the time of the life of Christ, Judas is chosen one of twelve to be the closest to the master.  He is in the right spot, perfectly positioned, to be all that he can be for the Kingdom of God.
Judas would hear first-hand the master pray and teach to the small circle and then move out and teach the multitudes. He would see with his own eyes the miracles Jesus would perform and yet he still missed it. He became his own religious nightmare.  He sold Jesus out for 30 pieces of silver and in his despair hung himself.  That is not the way the Christian life should be lived; and in a true sense he became his own religious nightmare.
In the Old Testament, Judas has a counterpart by the name of Saul. He, too, was his own religious nightmare.  We saw one example a couple of weeks ago of Saul’s nightmarish behavior when Saul could not wait for Samuel and went ahead and offered a sacrifice in direct defiance to God who told him to wait for Samuel. 
The fact that without much thinking I can think of two people who are their own religious nightmares tells me that maybe it is not an exclusive club and it is possible that some of you may also be your own religious nightmare.
So, today, let’s look at some of the signs of a person who is or becoming their own religious nightmare.
Please stand as we read from God’s Word. 
1 Samuel 14:23-48 (NIV) 
23 So the LORD rescued Israel that day, and the battle moved on beyond Beth Aven. 
24 Now the men of Israel were in distress that day, because Saul had bound the people under an oath, saying, "Cursed be any man who eats food before evening comes, before I have avenged myself on my enemies!" So none of the troops tasted food. 
25 The entire army entered the woods, and there was honey on the ground. 
26 When they went into the woods, they saw the honey oozing out, yet no one put his hand to his mouth, because they feared the oath. 
27 But Jonathan had not heard that his father had bound the people with the oath, so he reached out the end of the staff that was in his hand and dipped it into the honeycomb. He raised his hand to his mouth, and his eyes brightened. 
28 Then one of the soldiers told him, "Your father bound the army under a strict oath, saying, 'Cursed be any man who eats food today!' That is why the men are faint." 
29 Jonathan said, "My father has made trouble for the country. See how my eyes brightened when I tasted a little of this honey. 
30 How much better it would have been if the men had eaten today some of the plunder they took from their enemies. Would not the slaughter of the Philistines have been even greater?" 
31 That day, after the Israelites had struck down the Philistines from Micmash to Aijalon, they were exhausted. 
32 They pounced on the plunder and, taking sheep, cattle and calves, they butchered them on the ground and ate them, together with the blood. 
33 Then someone said to Saul, "Look, the men are sinning against the LORD by eating meat that has blood in it." "You have broken faith," he said. "Roll a large stone over here at once." 
34 Then he said, "Go out among the men and tell them, 'Each of you bring me your cattle and sheep, and slaughter them here and eat them. Do not sin against the LORD by eating meat with blood still in it.'" So everyone brought his ox that night and slaughtered it there. 
35 Then Saul built an altar to the LORD; it was the first time he had done this. 
36 Saul said, "Let us go down after the Philistines by night and plunder them till dawn, and let us not leave one of them alive." "Do whatever seems best to you," they replied. But the priest said, "Let us inquire of God here." 
37 So Saul asked God, "Shall I go down after the Philistines? Will you give them into Israel's hand?" But God did not answer him that day. 
38 Saul therefore said, "Come here, all you who are leaders of the army, and let us find out what sin has been committed today. 
39 As surely as the LORD who rescues Israel lives, even if it lies with my son Jonathan, he must die." But not one of the men said a word. 
40 Saul then said to all the Israelites, "You stand over there; I and Jonathan my son will stand over here." "Do what seems best to you," the men replied. 
41 Then Saul prayed to the LORD, the God of Israel, "Give me the right answer." And Jonathan and Saul were taken by lot, and the men were cleared. 
42 Saul said, "Cast the lot between me and Jonathan my son." And Jonathan was taken. 
43 Then Saul said to Jonathan, "Tell me what you have done." So Jonathan told him, "I merely tasted a little honey with the end of my staff. And now must I die?" 
44 Saul said, "May God deal with me, be it ever so severely, if you do not die, Jonathan." 
45 But the men said to Saul, "Should Jonathan die--he who has brought about this great deliverance in Israel? Never! As surely as the LORD lives, not a hair of his head will fall to the ground, for he did this today with God's help." So the men rescued Jonathan, and he was not put to death. 
46 Then Saul stopped pursuing the Philistines, and they withdrew to their own land. 
47 After Saul had assumed rule over Israel, he fought against their enemies on every side: Moab, the Ammonites, Edom, the kings of Zobah, and the Philistines. Wherever he turned, he inflicted punishment on them. 
48 He fought valiantly and defeated the Amalekites, delivering Israel from the hands of those who had plundered them. 

Body

1. You are becoming a religious nightmare when you can take the joy out of seeing God at work in your life or the life of somebody else.
1 Samuel 14:23-24 (NIV) 
23 So the LORD rescued Israel that day, and the battle moved on beyond Beth Aven. 
24 Now the men of Israel were in distress that day, because Saul had bound the people under an oath, saying, "Cursed be any man who eats food before evening comes, before I have avenged myself on my enemies!" So none of the troops tasted food. 
A. Picture what happened! Jonathan and his armor bearer went against the Philistines and God gave them into their hands. He brought a great earthquake and the Philistines scattered. And so the Scripture says that God rescued Israel that day. When God does something great in your life then it seems to me that it should be time for celebration. So I am expecting to hear Saul, the whole army and anybody associated with Israel to be celebrating the greatness of God in routing the Philistines.
B. But in verse 24, the men of Israel were not celebrating but rather were under distress that day. The day that they should be joyous, they were under distress. Saul had stolen their joy; he had stolen their celebrating by making the men of Israel take an oath not to eat until Saul’s enemies are avenged.

C. We all know people like Saul that will steal your joy. You have great news; God has done something wonderful in your life and you tell them and instead of celebrating with you they would rather tear your joy from you.
D. Let me give you an example: you been in the hospital and you give God credit for getting you out.  You tell somebody how God has healed you. And instead of celebrating with you that person say something like “I wonder how long before you back in the hospital again.” They just robbed you of your joy.

E. You know people don’t come to church like they use to and I believe that one of the reasons is that churches are full of joy robbers. We take the joy others might have and try to crush it. Instead, we are to be people that celebrate the victories God has given us. After all, the Bible says the joy of the Lord is my strength.
2. You are becoming a religious nightmare when you begin to take ownership of something that is God’s to deal with.
1 Samuel 14:24 (NIV) 
24 Now the men of Israel were in distress that day, because Saul had bound the people under an oath, saying, "Cursed be any man who eats food before evening comes, before I have avenged myself on my enemies!" So none of the troops tasted food. 

A. Saul says no one is to eat until I have avenged myself of my enemies. Just in that simple statement Saul has taken over two of God’s jobs. First, he says that he has to get even with his enemies.  But we are to allow God to issue out our revenge.                   
Romans 12:19 (NIV) 
19 Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," says the Lord. 

B.  What did Saul do? He took ownership of                                                something he didn’t have to do. He took upon Himself God’s job.

C. Secondly,
 Saul says that the Philistines were his enemy. Indirectly they may be, but directly these are the enemy of God. Jonathan saw them as God’s enemy not his and calls them uncircumcised fellows but Saul sees them as his enemy. Once again, he is taking upon himself something that belongs to God.

D. In churches, there are many people who try to take over running the church rather than letting God run it. As I read my Bible I do not see any where God gave up control to any pastor, any deacon or any church member. 
E. At home, one spouse may try to be the Holy Spirit to the other telling them what needs to be changed in their life.  But my Bible tells me that I better look at the log in my own eye before I look at the splinter in my neighbors’.

F. Saul was a spiritual nightmare to those around him because he was trying to do a job that God never assigned him.  And any person who tries to take on God’s job becomes a spiritual nightmare to those around them. Let God do His job and let us just serve Him like we should.

3. You are becoming a religious nightmare when you attempt to use spiritual means to accomplish a selfish end.
A. Saul tells the people no one is to eat before evening comes.  We call that fasting; fasting is a good spiritual thing. At first glance, it might sound like a spiritually right thing to do. But he has called the fast not for a spiritual end such as giving God glory  and praise for the victory but rather for selfish end of avenging his enemies.
B. Jonathan sees right through his father’s plan and says that Saul has made trouble for the country. In other words, when you use a spiritual mean to accomplish a worldly end somebody is usually going to get hurt.

C. And we discovered it is Jonathan who ate the honey and Saul calls for his son’s death. Jonathan is a victim of Saul’s missed guided plan.

D. Saul’s men are victims of Saul’s plan as they ate the meat with the blood still in it which was in direct violation of Deuteronomy which said that you could not eat the meat with the blood still in it.

E. And the enemy benefitted because instead of pursing the Philistines further; Israel withdrew to their own land. 

F. A pastor or a deacon board or an individual in the church who uses spiritual means to accomplish his or her personal agenda is going to hurt a lot of people along the way.

G. A husband who uses spiritual means to get his family to do what he wants them to do is going to one day have a family that is going to rebel against him.

H. A wife who throws the Bible at her husband daily to get him to change his behavior may be pushed away from God by her pressure.

Conclusion

 Today, I want you to ask yourself if you are a blessing or a nightmare to:
My Church

My Spouse

My Family

My Fellow Workers

Let us pray!
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