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Christians that make a difference show love in all the Wrong Places
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As I read the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John the one thing that stands out to me is that Jesus showed love in all the wrong places. The people of Jesus’ time caught it. The scribes and Pharisees questioned the disciples “why does this man eat with tax collectors and sinners?” Obviously in their mind Jesus was showing love in the wrong place.

Another time, the leaders brought a woman caught in adultery to Jesus and questioned Him as to what should be done with this woman knowing clear well that according to the Law of Moses she should be stoned. Jesus replied in love in the wrong place- to a prostitute. “He who is without sin throw the first stone at her.”
And yet another time, Jesus offered a Samaritan woman at a well the gift of living water. By her own statement she was surprised that Jesus would offer her such a wonderful gift much less even associate with her because she was a Samaritan.  In her mind, Jesus was showing love in the wrong place- to me a Samaritan woman.

I see as I read the Scriptures Jesus offering love in all the wrong places. His love could not be confined to a church building; His love could not be confined to people just like Him; His love could not be confined to only the people of the highest moral standards. Yes, Jesus did show love in all the wrong places. And yet He made a difference in the world and especially in my life because He chose to show love in all the wrong places- to me, a sinner. 
And I believe that if the church is to make a difference in the world; if you and I are going to make a difference in this world we need to start showing love in all the wrong places. We can not limit our love to this church building; we can not limit our love to these people here today. We must push open the doors of this church building and let our love even go into all the wrong places.
So today, I want us to look at the characteristics of a love that reaches out to all the wrong places. To do that, I want to look at the words of Jesus on the cross as He hung dying. That to me is the wrong place to be showing love. The Jews had turned Him over to the Romans but He had committed no crime. He hung dying for something that He did not do. He was dying for something you did; He was dying for something I did; He was dying for something they did but He did nothing wrong. Instead of showing anger for the injustice; Jesus showed love and to me that was the wrong place. I might have been able to understand if Jesus showed love after the fact- after He rose from the grave but to show love in the midst of His greatest struggle – that ‘s the greatest example of showing love in the wrong place. And now what can I learn from that for my own life.
Body:

1. If I am to show love in all the wrong places, I must have a forgiveness heart.
Luke 23:33-34 (NIV) 
33 When they came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along with the criminals--one on his right, the other on his left. 
34 Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing." And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 

A. Without a forgiving heart you will never put yourself in a wrong place where you will have to show love. In the Bible there is a story of Hosea. He was told by God to marry a prostitute by the name of Gomer. Three children were born into that marriage and then suddenly Gomer left to go back to the lifestyle she came from; she went back to her prostitution. And Hosea was devastated. 

God told Hosea not to leave her there but rather go and get her. He went down to where she was and she was certainly in the wrong place and he brought her back home and loved her. The thing that brought Hosea’s love to the place where Gomer was – was that he had to first forgive her. It was forgiveness that allowed him to show love in the wrong place.
B. Some of us in this very room have never shown up on the doorstep of someone who has hurt us. To us that certainly would be the wrong place to be. But let us first forgive them and then don’t be surprised if your love takes you to that wrong place- that very doorstep.  
C. Do you realize without a forgiving heart the Father would never sent His Son to earth to a stable in Bethlehem? For a king that was certainly a wrong place to be!
D. Think about it in your life. If you were able to forgive that person or persons who have hurt you so deeply where would you find yourself.  Probably in some very unlikely place!
2.  If I am to show love in all the wrong places, I have to put others before myself.
John 19:26-28 (NIV) 
26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, "Dear woman, here is your son," 
27 and to the disciple, "Here is your mother." From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. 
28 Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, "I am thirsty." 

A. It is interesting to me the order that Jesus makes these next two statements. He first deals with taking care of his mother and then He request for something to drink. Think about it. If you and I were thirsty we would generally request something to drink before we spoke so the order would be reversed. But Jesus was making a point even on the cross as He hung dying. Put others first before yourself.
B. If we put others first our love might take us to some pretty run down places to feed others less fortunate than ourselves. If we put others first it may take us to a nursing home just to hug someone we have never known before. Just think if we put others first it might take us to a jail to minister the Gospel to someone who might be there for a long, long time.

C. You would be surprised where your love would take you if you put others before yourself. It might take us to some places today that we might call wrong places for us to be but when we put others first these are the places that we know that we need to be.
D Maybe then it would not be hard to do what our Lord says in the Gospel of Matthew.                      Matthew 25:42-45 (NIV) 
42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 
43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.' 
44 "They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?' 
45 "He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.' 

3. If I am to show love in all the wrong places, I must be willing to share what I have been given.

Luke 23:42-43 (NIV) 
42 Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." 
43 Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise." 

A. Jesus tells the Good Thief on the cross that today you will be with Me in Paradise. In other words, what I have; I will make available to you.
B. Suppose it is a cold wintry night around Christmas time and I decide tonight that I want to go tell the homeless in my community about the love of God. I bundle up; make myself real warm by putting on layers on clothes, a scarf, a hat,  and a heavy coat.  I find the homeless  and tell them about how much Jesus loves them as they are shivering in the cold while I am comfortably dressed. Do you think for one minute that they would believe how much Jesus loves them. No! But left me take off my coat and share it with them. Let me take out a couple layers of clothes and share them with them and then they might understand as I stand there cold with them how much God real does love them.
C. God could have told me all day long that He loved me but it was not until I knew in my heart that He gave me all that He had that I became convinced that He truly loved me.

D. I wonder if there is someone you know in your life that is just waiting to see if you will share something you have with them so that they might know that you love them and God loves them too.

E. The Goof Thief knew that Jesus loves him because He offered to share Paradise with him.

4. If I am to show love in all the wrong places, I must have first experienced love in my own life.
Luke 23:46 (NIV) 
46 Jesus called out with a loud voice, "Father, into your hands I commit my spirit." When he had said this, he breathed his last. 

A. The Scripture is quite clear: Jesus did not give die unwillingly. The Bible says He gave His life up. And He could do that freely because He knew the Father’s love for Him. He allowed Himself to be placed  upon the cross because He has experienced first hand the love that the Father had for Him. He stayed upon the cross until He gave up His own life because He wanted to please the One who loved Him. It is simply amazing where love will take you once you have experienced it.
B. I use to wonder why would a man uproot his family and take them to a foreign land to a people they don’t know to a language that they fully don’t grasp all for the purpose of telling these strangers about Jesus. It is because that man first experienced the love of God in his own heart.

C. There ought to be things that I am doing in my life today because I know that God does indeed love me. There ought to be people I show love to that I would never have shown love to if I didn’t first experience God’s love in my own life. Can you say that about your life?

D. The Bible tells us in 1 John 4:19 (NIV) 
19 We love because he first loved us. 

 Conclusion:
Let me see if I have what it takes to show love in all the wrong places. Do I have a forgiving heart? Do I put others before myself? Do I have a giving heart? Do I know first hand the love of God in my own heart?

If I answered “no” to any of those four questions I got a love problem. I either never experienced the love of God or I have gotten in the way of allowing God love to be shown through me. 

It you have never experienced the love of God I invite you to the front today to talk with me about how you can experience the love of God in your heart. 

If your problem is that you have gotten in the way of allowing God’s love to flow through you, I invite you to the altar this morning to rededicate your life to God.

As the Spirit of God leads you follow his directions. Let us pray!
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