	Are You the Type of Person that has to get Even?
	1 Samuel 24



Introduction:
When someone has hurt you, are you the type of person that has to get even? It may not be today or tomorrow but you know that you are going to get your chance and you are going to do take it.

In our passage of Scripture this morning David has the perfect opportunity to get even with Saul. After all, Saul is the reason that David had to lie and it resulted in 85 priests dying. After all, it is Saul that has chased David and his men causing them to have to hide out in the desert wasteland. It is Saul that has caused David to experience pain.
Now the perfect opportunity to seek revenge has occurred. Saul has walked into a cave that David and his men have been hiding out in. Does David execute his revenge on Saul for all that he has put him through or does David let it slide?
Or maybe the better question is this: “If you were David what would you do- seek revenge or let it go?

Body:

1. You are going to seek revenge if you don’t have the inner strength to fight off all the voices that are telling you to get even. 
1 Samuel 24:1-5 (NIV) 
1 After Saul returned from pursuing the Philistines, he was told, "David is in the Desert of En Gedi." 
2 So Saul took three thousand chosen men from all Israel and set out to look for David and his men near the Crags of the Wild Goats. 
3 He came to the sheep pens along the way; a cave was there, and Saul went in to relieve himself. David and his men were far back in the cave. 
4 The men said, "This is the day the LORD spoke of when he said to you, 'I will give your enemy into your hands for you to deal with as you wish.'" Then David crept up unnoticed and cut off a corner of Saul's robe. 
5 Afterward, David was conscience-stricken for having cut off a corner of his robe. 

A. When it comes to what I should do because someone has hurt me, everyone has an opinion as to what I should do.
B. David’s men met up with David in the desert. They came to David in the desert of their own free will. Saul is not chasing them; if they would leave David’s little band of soldiers, Saul would not go after them. Saul is chasing David. They don’t have a dog in this hunt but they have an opinion as to what David should do.
C. That usually the way it works, it is my problem but everybody has an opinion as to what I should do. And if I am a people pleaser it is going to be hard for me not to want to do what others are telling me to do.

D. I got to find the inner strength to say “no” even when “my friends” frame it in a spiritual way. The men tell David it is God that lead Saul in this cave so that you can seek revenge. David, it is not just what we want, it is also what God wants. You better know your Scripture well enough to decide for yourself what God wants you to do because sometimes your friends will lead you down the wrong path. What about the Scripture that says: “Vengeance is mine says the Lord; I will repay.” 
E. And then I have that small voice within not the voice of the Holy Spirit but the voice of my flesh telling me if I do it; it will feel good. That little small voice is usually wrong and the prove is after I give in to it just a little I feel terrible because I know that I did the wrong thing.  David listened to that voice; cut off a piece of Saul’s robe and he felt terrible.
F. I need to find the strength to say “no” to that small voice within that is usually wrong.

G. I also need to say “no” to the world’s attitude that I might not get you back fully but I will at least get you back partially. Let me give you an example. Someone has hurt me they took something that belonged to me which I treasured. Now I might not go steal something that belongs to them but I will get them back partially by talking bad about them whenever I can.  I got to find the strength to learn to say “no” to that too. That is just as much seeking revenge.
2. You are going to seek revenge if you cannot learn to give the problem you have with someone over to God and allow God to make it His problem with them. 
1 Samuel 24:8-12 (NIV) 
8 Then David went out of the cave and called out to Saul, "My lord the king!" When Saul looked behind him, David bowed down and prostrated himself with his face to the ground. 
9 He said to Saul, "Why do you listen when men say, 'David is bent on harming you'? 
10 This day you have seen with your own eyes how the LORD delivered you into my hands in the cave. Some urged me to kill you, but I spared you; I said, 'I will not lift my hand against my master, because he is the LORD's anointed.' 
11 See, my father, look at this piece of your robe in my hand! I cut off the corner of your robe but did not kill you. Now understand and recognize that I am not guilty of wrongdoing or rebellion. I have not wronged you, but you are hunting me down to take my life. 
12 May the LORD judge between you and me. And may the LORD avenge the wrongs you have done to me, but my hand will not touch you. 
1 Samuel 24:15 (NIV) 
15 May the LORD be our judge and decide between us. May he consider my cause and uphold it; may he vindicate me by delivering me from your hand." 

A. I believe that there are two reasons that we as Christians don’t give our problems with someone else over to God.
1. I think in my mind God will not care about my problem with the same level of intensity that I care about my problem. This is my problem and because it is my problem it is the most important problem in the world. When I give it to you God, it is just one of millions of problems that you heard today.

It takes faith to believe the intensity that I have concerning my heart’s issue is important to God. That God will not diminish my level of intensity by just throwing to the side my problem. But David had that kind of faith and we need that kind of faith.
Psalm 17:8-9 (NIV) 
8 Keep me as the apple of your eye; hide me in the shadow of your wings 
9 from the wicked who assail me, from my mortal enemies who surround me. 
2.  I think that in my mind  God is a loving and forgiving God and that instead of exacting out revenge  and making that person bleed for what he has done to me He might shell out forgiveness.

But I got to remember that in my theology that every deed has it payment. If Jesus does not exact revenge but chooses to forgive; He is the one that is paying the price for that transgression.  
 I am glad in my own life that Jesus stands in my place and He had the revenge taken out on Him for the things that I have done to hurt people and He has chosen to forgive me.

3. You are going to seek revenge if you cannot in your heart do something kind for the person who has hurt you.
1 Samuel 24:16-22 (NIV) 
16 When David finished saying this, Saul asked, "Is that your voice, David my son?" And he wept aloud. 
17 "You are more righteous than I," he said. "You have treated me well, but I have treated you badly. 
18 You have just now told me of the good you did to me; the LORD delivered me into your hands, but you did not kill me. 
19 When a man finds his enemy, does he let him get away unharmed? May the LORD reward you well for the way you treated me today. 
20 I know that you will surely be king and that the kingdom of Israel will be established in your hands. 
21 Now swear to me by the LORD that you will not cut off my descendants or wipe out my name from my father's family." 
22 So David gave his oath to Saul. Then Saul returned home, but David and his men went up to the stronghold. 

A. Wasn’t it enough that David didn’t kill Saul back in the cave? God’s answer is no- that is not enough.
B. In the culture of Saul and David’s time a king who rose to power would kill all the descendants of the previous king. Saul has just been spared his life and he ask David will you promise me that you will not kill my descendants.  And David did the kind thing- he swore that he would not kill the descendants of Saul. Talk about the nerve of Saul. Wasn’t it enough not killing you but now you are asking me not to kill your descendants?
C. The only way to keep the revenge in God’s hands is if you live like you have no problem with the one who has hurt you.  And therefore, you show kindness like you would show kindness to anyone else.

Conclusion:

Is it easy to say no to revenge? No! It is easy to give it over to God? No! It is easy to show kindness to that one who has hurt you? No!

And now only that- something you remain in your desert and the one who has hurt you goes back to his palace.

1 Samuel 24:22 (NIV) 
22 So David gave his oath to Saul. Then Saul returned home, but David and his men went up to the stronghold. 

But you did the right thing where it matters the most- in your heart.
