Are you Going to Go All the Way or Just Some of the Way?
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If you were here this past Sunday I preached a sermon that said there are somethings that you can not do in your Christian life unless your heart and head acknowledges that God is the boss- being obedient when it does not make sense; being obedient in a difficult situation and loving the family of God like He does.
And I made the statement that when we don’t do those things that God ask us to do, He asked the question of us: “Why do you call me Lord, Lord and do not do what I tell you to do”?

That question has stuck in my mind all this week. It is a challenge for each one of us to go all the way in our Christian life. And so, I decided to write a series on that challenge. And today, we will do Part 1 by looking at that particular Scripture that I kept mentioning Sunday.

Please stand as we read Luke 6:46-49 (NIV) 
46 "Why do you call me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say? 
47 I will show you what he is like who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into practice. 
48 He is like a man building a house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it was well built. 
49 But the one who hears my words and does not put them into practice is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The moment the torrent struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction was complete." 

So the question we want to explore: Are you going to go all the way or just some of the way.

1. We need to check our heart to make sure that we are not riding the fence.

Luke 6:46 (NIV) 
46 "Why do you call me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say? 

A. We look at verse 46.  There is a person that in the first part of Jesus’ quote sounds like he is all in to God. He is calling the right one – Lord, Lord. You would say that this guy is a good Christian; he is all into God.

B. But then we look at the second half of Jesus’ quote- and do not do what I say. This guy who we thought was all into God is just some of the way into God.

C. I am sure that he is obeying some of the things that God ask him to do just not all the things that God ask him to do. 

D. Here is our problem: we get excited when someone gets a little bit of God. They come to church on occasion; engage in a conversation about Jesus every so often. And we get excited because they are into Jesus a little.

E. Here is the problem with God you are either all in or you or not in at all.
Revelation 3:14-16 (NIV) 
14 "To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God's creation. 
15 I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! 
16 So, because you are lukewarm--neither hot nor cold--I am about to spit you out of my mouth. 

James 4:4-8 (NIV) 
4 You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. 
5 Or do you think Scripture says without reason that the spirit he caused to live in us envies intensely? 
6 But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble." 
7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 
8 Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 

F. What is an adulterer? It is a person that is half in. Half in and you are an enemy of God.

2. We need to understand the benefit of being all in to God.

Luke 6:47-48 (NIV) 
47 I will show you what he is like who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into practice. 
48 He is like a man building a house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it was well built. 

A. It is a life that is well built- it is a good solid life. It is a life that is able to stand the storms of life and not be shaken.

3. We need to fear the consequences of being less than all in to God.

Luke 6:49 (NIV) 
49 But the one who hears my words and does not put them into practice is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The moment the torrent struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction was complete." 

A. There are short term consequences: the house collapsed. But there were also long term consequences- they construction was complete.

B. We need to fear the cost of hypocrisy.

Are you still going to remain half way in or are you going all the way with Jesus?
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