Is Church an Important Part of Your Life?
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INTRODUCTION
Today, our church is dedicating its new playground facility that has been set up for our children. I want to thank Don Kent and Duke Kent for their generous gift of the physical playground equipment. I want to thank the Sterling family and friends who gave generously in memory of Bobby Sterling so that we could buy the netting that goes around the equipment and the fencing around the yard. I want to thank Max Spears for planting the shrubs in the playground yard. And I want to thank Toxie and Pat for the toys they furnished for the small children’s area. Also many thanks for those who put in the labor to get it all done.

But we should have asked this question before we did all that work: “Why are we doing all this?” And the answer is simple to understand. As a church we believe that it is our responsibility to meet the needs of our children. And certainly their most important need is to be introduced to Jesus Christ. And I think we do an excellent job at that. But they also have another need which is to have fun at church and associate church as a great place to come to.
Children have needs and that is why they come to church; adults have needs although different than the children’s but needs nevertheless.

And I wonder today if you realize what your needs are that should compel you to want to come to church. You may be saying: “Why do preachers always make a big deal about going to church? Why do I have to be an active part of a group of believers?”
Paul in his Epistle to the Thessalonians is going to share with us as Christians four reasons why church should be an important part of your life.  
Church will satisfy some needs that you won’t get satisfied elsewhere.
Turn into your Bible to:

1 Thessalonians 1:1-3 (NIV) 
1 Paul, Silas and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace and peace to you. 
2 We always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in our prayers. 
3 We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Body

1.  There are those times that life’s problems are bigger than I can handle all alone and I need the prayer support of a church family.
1 Thessalonians 1:2 (NIV) 
2 We always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in our prayers. 

A. This church was under heavy persecution from the outside. The world was trying to beat them down. They needed the prayer support of the Apostle Paul and others to stay the course.
B. The prayer support of a church family makes me realize that whatever is happening to me that I am not in this alone.  I have others interceding on my behalf to God. And that comfort make it a little more bearable to go through what I am going through. Isn’t that what Paul says in
Galatians 6:2 (NIV) 
2 Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 

C. For this need I have to be fulfilled by the church requires two things. First, I have to be honest and let people know that my life isn’t perfectly  tied together all nice and neat. (Let me let you in on a secret: nobodies life is but we do a good job pretending they are.) 
D. And secondly, I need a church family that is not going to throw stones, tell me how spiritual they are and how unspiritual I am but I need a family that will gather around me and support me in prayer no matter whatever my life’s problem is.
E. As an adult I have that need to tell someone my problem and know that they are praying for me.

2. Life has unexpected turns and I need faith in God to hold on when one of those turns occurs in my life. And I get that faith by hearing the Word preached and taught at church.
1 Thessalonians 1:3 (NIV) 
3 We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith...

A.  Has your life turned out exactly like you planned? Some of you may have had plans to go on to college and get a degree but marriage and a baby put that on hold. Some of you may have wanted to leave the area but something unexpected kept you here. Some of you may have planned that perfect marriage and perfect family but it didn’t turn out that way.
B. What are you to do when life gives you those unexpected turns? Let me give you a principle here . You can stand any unexpected turn in your life if you know that God is preparing ahead of you the road that you are about to travel. 
C. To believe that requires faith and you get that faith by hearing the Word of God. 
Romans 10:17 (NIV) 
17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.

D. Where else are you going to get the biggest dosage of the Word of God if it isn’t church? Are you going to get in on the playground at school? I don’t think so? Are you going to get it at your job? I don’t think so. Are you going it hanging out with your buddies? I don’t think so. 

E. God made it that the church house is where you are going to get the Word of God and therefore build your faith.  And as an adult I have a need for that faith because life has unexpected turns.

3. The world can be unforgiving, uncaring and painful and I need a place where I can just be loved without any conditions. And that place ought to be the church. 
1 Thessalonians 1:3 (NIV) 
3 … your labor prompted by love…
A.  Some people go through life thinking the only kind of love there is love that is earned. “If you do this for me then I will love you.” And how may of us have tried to do all that we can to earn that type of love.
B. And there are some people who think they don’t need love. They have tried it; they have been hurt by love in the past and they have put up their walls to keep love out so they won’t be hurt again.

C. Let me tell you what I need because I think it is also what you really need. I need a place that will love me unconditionally and that ought to be the church. I say it’s got to be the church because Christ loves me unconditionally and He is the head of the church and so His body of believers (the church) ought to love me unconditionally.

Romans 5:6-8 (NIV) 
6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 
7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. 
8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

D. I need a place to be loved unconditionally because this world can be cold and harsh to me and that ought to be the church.
4. This world talks doom and gloom so I need a place where the people talk hopefully. And that ought to be at church.
1 Thessalonians 1:3 (NIV) 
3 …and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

A. You turn on the Jackson or Baton Rouge newscast and the first question that we have to ask ourselves is “how many murders today?’
B. You pick up the financial section of the newspaper and they report that the US economy may be heading into a recession and they anticipate the price of gas to continue to rise.

C. You go to work and hear that sales aren’t what they should be and the rumor is being spread around the office that they might have some layoffs.
D. That is what the world gives me doom and gloom. I need a place where people talk hopeful and that is church. Justin’s eye sight isn’t great but I am hopeful that God will heal him. Ms Pat, Anne and Bro. Lee have cancer but I am hopeful that each one of them will be healed.
E. I need a place in my life where people are hopeful and it ought to be the church.
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