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Introduction:

There are many people who can’t make a decision because they are fearful that it might be the wrong decision. The risk involved in making the decision paralyzes them.
They can not go to college because they can’t decide what college to go to. They can not go to college because they know that they have only enough money to pay the first year’s tuition and don’t know what will happen in the 2nd, 3rd or 4th years. They can not go to college because they can’t decide if they should live in the campus dorms or get a place off campus to live.
And then there are people who can’t decide about what they are going to do on their vacation. Should they go to the mountains or to the beach? Should they fly or should they drive? Should they stay a couple of days or should stay for a week or even longer? Should they spend the money to get a great hotel or should they save money and go with a less expensive motel.
And the decision possibilities go on and on. However, this person agonized over every decision they face because every decision has an element of risk. And what I trying to share with you is this: some people are paralyzed about making decisions and taking action because the risk of their actions scares them into doing nothing. Are you like this?

Solomon describes these non-risk takers in:  
Ecclesiastes 11:4 (NIV) 
4 Whoever watches the wind will not plant; whoever looks at the clouds will not reap. 

The farmer who watches the wind will never get his field planted because of the risk that the wind might scatter the seed somewhere other than in his field. When it is harvest time, the farmer does not harvest his crop because the clouds tell him that it might rain. No use getting started if it is going to rain. The risk of the rain prevents him from bring his crop in.
Jesus, Himself, wants you and me to take some risk within our life. Remember the parable of the Master who went off to a far away land but before he did he gave his servants some talents (money). The last servant was afraid of the Master because he was a hard man so he buried the talent in the ground. He didn’t want to take any risk and the Master dealt harshly with this man for playing it too safe.
You can say that you want about the Apostle Peter but he took some risk. While the other disciples stayed in the boat Peter started walking to Jesus on the water. 

Abraham took some risk. He left a land that he was comfortable in and his family that he was close to so that he could follow God to a land he did not know because God told him to go.

If you and I play it save we will never tell people about Jesus Christ. If you and I play it save we will never walk the aisle of this church or any other church and confess before men that Jesus Christ is our Lord and Savior. If you and I play it safe we will never go where God wants us to go.

Today let’s see if we are people who are playing it safe spiritually or are we the type of people who will take the risk for God.
Body:

1. A person who is willing to take a risk for God is usually generous with what they have.
Ecclesiastes 11:2 (NIV) 
2 Give portions to seven, yes to eight, for you do not know what disaster may come upon the land. 

 A. Solomon says “give portions to seven, yes to eight”. The number seven in the Bible is the number of completeness. Remember, it took seven days to complete creation. In the New Testament, Peter asked Jesus, how many times should I forgive someone? Seven times! Peter picked that number because he knew it was God’s number to signify something as being complete.

B. So when Solomon says you give to seven people it would be as if he is saying that you are a completely generous person. No one can say that you are not. But then Solomon says take the risk- do something really radical in your Christian life- give to the eight person also. Solomon is saying give even more of yourself. Don’t play it safe.

C. We play it safe when we won’t left our neighbor use our tools because it is so hard to get them back from our neighbor or they come back to us in worse condition than when we lent it. We play it safe when we know someone in the church needs our help and we chose to look the other way. We play it safe when we hold back some of our tithe because we have some unexpected bills this month.

D. The truth is: how you are with what you have tells you a lot about whether or not you are a risk taker for Jesus. Peter was a risk taker; the Apostle Paul was a risk taker; the rich young ruler who came to Jesus to ask about salvation was not a risk taker; the spies who went into the Promised Land and gave a negative report were not risk takers.  Which are you?
2.  A person who is willing to take a risk for God is not going to allow an excuse to stop them in their tracks.

Ecclesiastes 11:3-4 (NIV) 
3 If clouds are full of water, they pour rain upon the earth. Whether a tree falls to the south or to the north, in the place where it falls, there will it lie. 
4 Whoever watches the wind will not plant; whoever looks at the clouds will not reap. 

A. I don’t care whatever you try to do you can always come up with a reason as to why it can not be done. There are some things that are inevitable. Clouds will bring forth rain. Trees will fall and lay where they have fallen and just attempt to do something and excuses will fly up as to why it can not be done. It is inevitable. It is going to happen.
B. If you don’t think that is true attend a business meeting and let something come up that is good for this church and it will not be long before you start hearing all the reasons why it can not be done.

C. You start a daily exercise program and you will be amazed at the reasons that your body will come up with as to why you need to quit all this physical activity. Or how about starting a diet and all the excuses your body will come up with why you have to eat like you have always eaten.
D. If you are a risk taker the excuses don’t get in the way. Caleb and Joshua saw the same things that the other 10 spies did but they were not going to let the excuses stand in the way. They said, let’s go in and take the land.

E. There are no ideal conditions that you have to wait for; you just have to go ahead and take the risk.       
3. A person who is willing to take a risk for God knows that God will only reveal what you need to know at the time.
Ecclesiastes 11:5-6 (NIV) 
5 As you do not know the path of the wind, or how the body is formed in a mother's womb, so you cannot understand the work of God, the Maker of all things. 
6 Sow your seed in the morning, and at evening let not your hands be idle, for you do not know which will succeed, whether this or that, or whether both will do equally well. 

Ecclesiastes 11:5-6 (NIV) 
5 As you do not know the path of the wind, or how the body is formed in a mother's womb, so you cannot understand the work of God, the Maker of all things. 
6 Sow your seed in the morning, and at evening let not your hands be idle, for you do not know which will succeed, whether this or that, or whether both will do equally well. 

A. There are somethings that I believe that God is simply not going to tell me in my life time. I would like to know why Anne and I could not have children. But I think I won’t get that answer until eternity. It is not going to be in this life.
B. There are other things that I believe that God will tell you only on a need to know basis. God only told Moses the things he needed to know when the time arose. He didn’t show him the whole picture up front as to how he was to lead the people through the wilderness for 40 years. He didn’t show him up front that he wouldn’t lead the people into the Promised Land but that Joshua would. God shares with us many times the things we need to know only when we need to know them.
C. If you wait to feel safe; if you are the type of person who has to wait to get all the information before you can make a decision then you probably will not take a risk for God because God will only lighten your path as you need to know.

4. A person who is willing to take a risk for God will not always get the outcome that he or she anticipated. 

Ecclesiastes 11:7-8 (NIV) 
7 Light is sweet, and it pleases the eyes to see the sun. 
8 However many years a man may live, let him enjoy them all. But let him remember the days of darkness, for they will be many. Everything to come is meaningless. 

A. Moses kills the Egyptian thinking that God was ready to use him to lead the people out of Egypt but instead the risk he took resulted in 40 years on the backside of the desert. Moses took a risk and it did not turn out as he thought.
B. There may be times that we take a risk for God, for example, share our faith with someone else and that person instead of accepting Christ rejects Christ and rejects you for telling them about Christ.

C. There are times that missionaries accept the challenge of going to an unknown land to share the Gospel and spend years working for God without even one convert. We have some friends Mark and Babe Smith who went to work with the Indians of Canada and it took 12 years before they got their first convert.

D. The truth is not every time you take a risk for God will you discover an outcome that blows you away. Sometimes the outcome wears you out or wears you down.  
E. And that is what Solomon is telling us: sometimes there is light and sometimes there is darkness.

5.  A person who is willing to take a risk for God knows that no risk taken for God will go unrewarded.

Ecclesiastes 11:9 (NIV) 
9 Be happy, young man, while you are young, and let your heart give you joy in the days of your youth. Follow the ways of your heart and whatever your eyes see, but know that for all these things God will bring you to judgment. 

A. Risks that are taken for God that don’t turn out exactly like we anticipate will be rewarded by God. He is not going to forget the risk you took; God will repay you in eternity for any risk you took for Him.
B. The risk I take for God may be only temporary but the reward that God will give us will be eternal.

Conclusion:
Some of us are playing it to safe. We are not going out on a limb spiritually. You can not get me to walk an aisle and want to share a testimony of what God is doing in my life. No way can I walk to the front of the church and tell the preacher that I want to be part of this fellowship. No way can I come up to the altar and pray for myself or my family.
The problem is what we are calling playing it safe God calls being spiritually asleep. If you are awake for God you will have to take some risk.
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