Are You Ready

Matt 25:1-13

Introduction:

About every two or three months, I have this reoccurring dream that I’m still in seminary and I am doing real well except for this one class. I don’t like it and so I keep putting off doing all the reading, writing the papers, studying the material. The teacher, in my dreams, doesn’t want anything from us until the last day of class. Know what I did? I procrastinated until the day before the last day.

As I begin to work on the papers that are due, and started to read the material, and began to study for the final, a sense of horror came over me that I would not be ready.

Fortunately for me it was only a dream. But let me ask you a question: Are you ready? You may be asking for what. Jesus in this parable ask you and me are we ready for Him.

1. There are a lot of people who think they are ready to met Jesus but are not.

VS 1-3

A. In our parable, the bridegroom is Jesus and although 10 virgins come out to greet Him only five foolish virgins is that they thought they were ready but were not. 

B. There are a lot of people who think they are ready to meet Jesus because they belong to a certain denomination; or because they are good people; or they have not hurt anyone.

C. But you are not ready to meet Jesus if you don’t know Him as personal Savior.

2. There is the tendency to become lax in our Christian lives over time.

Vs. 4-5

A. Each day we should build with a little more excitement because we are one day closer to His return. But instead, over time, most of us grow a little lax in our Christian lives because He hasn’t returned yet.

B. Think about it: there are some of you here that 10 years ago would not have missed Sunday School. Now you are fortunate to make it once a month. 

C. The truth is that if you are not growing in your Christian life then you are growing lax in your Christian life.

3. There are people in this life that will try to live off of your relationship with God.

VS 7

A. We probably all know someone who tries to have a relationship with God through someone else.

i. Well, when I was young my mom and dad always took us to church and they are really good Christians.

ii. Are you saved? Well, my dad is a deacon at the local church.

iii. Or we may ask someone to pray for us rather than praying for ourselves because we know they have a better relationship with God.

B. You cannot borrow a relationship with God; you must have one for yourself.

4. In life, there are going to be times that you are not going to have enough time to be ready if you are not already ready. 

VS 9-10

A. In my dream, there wasn’t enough time to read the book, write the paper and study for the exam. No matter what I did I wasn’t going to be ready because I wasn’t ready ahead of time.

B. A church member dies suddenly on impact in an auto accident. If he or she was not already ready then it was too late. At impact they did not have time to meet God.

5. We can’t choose the time that we want to be ready; God chooses the time that we must be ready.

Vs 11-12

A. You know what I think is really dangerous: God convicts you during a sermon to give your life to Him, or to rededicate your life, or just to make a decision and instead of doing something with it you wait.

B. You are doing the same things that the foolish virgins did. When they were ready they came to Jesus but it was too late.

C. If God is working in your life, don’t put Him off until you are ready. God may not be ready when you are.

6. We must live each day like this is the day that we will meet Jesus.

Vs 13

