Are You Ready for Your Life Defining Moment?                               1 Samuel 13:1-15

Introduction:
I believe that every person in their life has those one or two or few defining moments that either propel them forward in a big way or cause them to fall back in a big way.

Our nation, for example, had one of those defining moments on September 11, 2010 when our homeland came under attack by terrorist.  We could have fallen apart and scattered as a people or we could have rallied around our President, our nation and our flag.  And we did just that- we rallied; we didn’t fall back; we propelled ourselves forward as a nation.

Nations have defining moments, but so do individuals.  An individual has a crisis in his or her life.  And if that individual can rise above that problem, he or she propels themselves forward in a big way. Or, if he or she melts under the weight of the problem, he or she will fall back in a big way.
In our passage of Scripture today in 1 Samuel 13:1-15, Saul comes to a spiritual life defining moment and he melts under the weight of that problem and falls back. But his life defining moment can teach us to realize when we are in a life defining moment and what we should do in that life defining moment. And so his failure is our teaching tool so that we can successfully navigate our life defining moments and propel ourselves forward. 
Let’s read the Scripture together.

1 Samuel 13:1-15 (NIV) 
1 Saul was [thirty] years old when he became king, and he reigned over Israel [forty-] two years. 
2 Saul chose three thousand men from Israel; two thousand were with him at Micmash and in the hill country of Bethel, and a thousand were with Jonathan at Gibeah in Benjamin. The rest of the men he sent back to their homes. 
3 Jonathan attacked the Philistine outpost at Geba, and the Philistines heard about it. Then Saul had the trumpet blown throughout the land and said, "Let the Hebrews hear!" 
4 So all Israel heard the news: "Saul has attacked the Philistine outpost, and now Israel has become a stench to the Philistines." And the people were summoned to join Saul at Gilgal. 
5 The Philistines assembled to fight Israel, with three thousand chariots, six thousand charioteers, and soldiers as numerous as the sand on the seashore. They went up and camped at Micmash, east of Beth Aven. 
6 When the men of Israel saw that their situation was critical and that their army was hard pressed, they hid in caves and thickets, among the rocks, and in pits and cisterns. 
7 Some Hebrews even crossed the Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead. Saul remained at Gilgal, and all the troops with him were quaking with fear. 
8 He waited seven days, the time set by Samuel; but Samuel did not come to Gilgal, and Saul's men began to scatter. 
9 So he said, "Bring me the burnt offering and the fellowship offerings." And Saul offered up the burnt offering. 
10 Just as he finished making the offering, Samuel arrived, and Saul went out to greet him. 
11 "What have you done?" asked Samuel. Saul replied, "When I saw that the men were scattering, and that you did not come at the set time, and that the Philistines were assembling at Micmash, 
12 I thought, 'Now the Philistines will come down against me at Gilgal, and I have not sought the LORD's favor.' So I felt compelled to offer the burnt offering." 
13 "You acted foolishly," Samuel said. "You have not kept the command the LORD your God gave you; if you had, he would have established your kingdom over Israel for all time. 
14 But now your kingdom will not endure; the LORD has sought out a man after his own heart and appointed him leader of his people, because you have not kept the LORD's command." 
15 Then Samuel left Gilgal and went up to Gibeah in Benjamin, and Saul counted the men who were with him. They numbered about six hundred. 
Let’s pull out Saul’s spiritual life defining moment so that we can see it clearly.

13 "You acted foolishly," Samuel said. "You have not kept the command the LORD your God gave you; if you had, he would have established your kingdom over Israel for all time. 
14 But now your kingdom will not endure;

Body

1. You will know that you are in a spiritual life defining movement when you find yourself in a very painful dilemma and one way out of the mess is to compromise and the other way is to follow what God has told you.
A. Here is the story. Saul’s men attacked the Philistine outpost at Geba and the Philistines got angry and they gathered together a large army to come against Israel.  The soldiers under Saul’s command get fearful and some hide and some even leave the country. And Saul is left with the thoughts as to how I am going to rally the forces behind me. So there is his dilemma.
B. The Godly way out is found in 1 Samuel 10:8 (NIV). 
8 "Go down ahead of me to Gilgal. I will surely come down to you to sacrifice burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, but you must wait seven days until I come to you and tell you what you are to do." 

C. The Godly way out is to wait for Samuel and he will offer the sacrifices to the Lord and the Lord in return will give clear direction as to what Saul will need to do to be victorious.

D. Let’s look at the Scripture that shows the wrong way out.
    9 So he said, "Bring me the burnt offering and the fellowship offerings." And Saul offered up the burnt offering. 
10 Just as he finished making the offering, Samuel arrived, and Saul went out to greet him. 
11 "What have you done?" asked Samuel. Saul replied, "When I saw that the men were scattering, and that you did not come at the set time, and that the Philistines were assembling at Micmash, 
12 I thought, 'Now the Philistines will come down against me at Gilgal, and I have not sought the LORD's favor.' So I felt compelled to offer the burnt offering." 
13 "You acted foolishly," Samuel said. "You have not kept the command the LORD your God gave you; if you had, he would have established your kingdom over Israel for all time. 

E. Saul doesn’t take the Godly way out. He can’t wait on God. He compromises the right thing. He reasons: Samuel is not here; the troops are scattering; things are falling apart all around me; and the Philistine army is gathering. So Saul ignores the message of the prophet and takes things into his own hand and offers a sacrifice to God himself. At that point, He has just compromised the Word of God given directly to him.  He has just taken the wrong course of action.
F. So Saul found himself in a dilemma. There was a Godly way out of the mess and there was an ugly compromising way out of the mess. Saul chose the ugly way. I hope that you don’t do that in your life.  

2. You will know that you are in a spiritual life defining movement when you find yourself having to choose between what you know is right and what you feel is right.

12 I thought, 'Now the Philistines will come down against me at Gilgal, and I have not sought the LORD's favor.' So I felt compelled to offer the burnt offering."
A. I am afraid that many times that we know the right thing to do but our feeling tell us something different and we end up listening to our feeling and letting them control our actions.
B. I hear it all the time. A spouse will tell me that I don’t feel like that I love him or her anymore. The right thing to do is to honor your vow. 
C. A person says that I know that I am not living like I should but it just feels good to me. The right thing to do is to live like God has told me to live my life.
D. Saul was told by Samuel to do nothing but to wait for him to arrive and then he would offer a sacrifice and seek God. But Saul says that he felt he could not wait. He felt compelled to offer the burnt offering.
E. I wonder today, if you are living by your feelings or are you living by what God has said to you in your life? 
3. Life defining moments are the big test and they carry the big rewards or the big negative consequences.

13 "You acted foolishly," Samuel said. "You have not kept the command the LORD your God gave you; if you had, he would have established your kingdom over Israel for all time. 
14 But now your kingdom will not endure;

A. These are not the everyday test that you deal with as a Christian. These are the life changing test that you deal with. You don’t get a lot of these in life but you get some. These are the big test of your life. 
B. It is not the “I have messed up on everyday life so I have every day consequences.” These are the really big ones.
C. Saul did not listen to God so his kingdom was ripped from him. Moses killed the Egyptian so he spends 40 years on the back side of a mountain. David has relations with Bathsheba and his family falls apart. Judas makes the decision to deny Christ and he hangs himself. Life defining moments with the wrong responses and therefore big consequences.

D. But the Bible is also has those examples were people were in life defining moments with big positive rewards. Rahab the Harlot hid the spies and her life and the life of her family were saved. The disciples responded positively to Jesus’ request for them to follow Him and their lives were never the same. Paul on the Damascus Road acknowledged Jesus and we know his life completely changed.
Conclusion:

How are you going to respond when that life changing moment occurs in your life? Can you remember today that wrong responses have big consequences and right responses have big rewards? Make the right choice!
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