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Introduction:

As we come to the end of 2005, I must ask you a question that I must ask myself. Have I finished all that I needed to finish or am I leaving things undone in 2005?

Sometimes I learn more about myself by looking at what I have left undone then by looking at what I have done. For example, I learned that I didn’t discipline my body like I should because I didn’t take off the weight the doctor told me had to come off.
Sometimes I realize that I didn’t set my priorities right because what I have left unfinished was probably more important than what I have finished. It might have taught me that I like to do the easy things first and leave the hard things for last and never get to them.
Sometimes I learn that the hardest commitments to carry out are the spiritual commitments that I have made. Very seldom have I ever carried through on those commitments I made at the first of the year to read my Bible more, or spend more time in prayer or have more meaningful personal devotions.
So unfortunately, I learn more about myself by what I leave unfinished then by what I do get accomplished.

But the Bible tells me about a man named Joshua who the Bible says “left nothing undone.” Now that’s a man I want to learn from. I want to know how he was able to get everything done. And maybe, perhaps just maybe, as I look back at 2006, I can say that I got it all done.

Body:
1.  I will never get everything done unless I seek God first.
Joshua 11:15 (NIV) 
15 As the LORD commanded his servant Moses, so Moses commanded Joshua...
A. Moses and Joshua sought what God desired first. When Moses spoke with Joshua, he didn’t tell him about what his plans were for the people. Instead, Moses told them all that God had commanded. God’s plans had to be dealt with first and foremost. 

B. I believe that we don’t get all the things accomplished we desire because we don’t put God first.

Matthew 6:33 (NIV) 
33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 
C. Sometimes, I believe that our financial condition isn’t what it should be because we don’t give God His tithes and offerings first.

Proverbs 3:9-10 (NIV) 
9 Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; 
10 then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine. 

D. The most important resolutions that I make each year are my spiritual resolutions. I don’t need to be putting them on the back burner or behind my other resolutions. They need to maintain first place in my life throughout the year.
2. I will never get everything done if I am not careful about whom I associate with.

Joshua 11:15 (NIV)
…so Moses commanded Joshua…

A. Joshua chose to associate with Moses. He made a right choice; he chose a person who would help him reach his goals not hinder him from reaching his goals. A lot of times if we don’t get the things done we desire it is because we have chosen to associate with the wrong people.

Proverbs 22:24-25 (NIV) 
24 Do not make friends with a hot-tempered man, do not associate with one easily angered, 
25 or you may learn his ways and get yourself ensnared. 
1 Corinthians 15:33 (NIV) 
33 Do not be misled: "Bad company corrupts good character." 

B. We would want to think every one would be pulling for us to reach our goals to be successful but the truth is that is not the case. 

C. So if I am to reach my goals I have to choose with whom I associate wisely.

3. I will never get everything done if I wait to get started.
 Joshua 11:15 (NIV) 
15 …and Joshua did it… 
A. Moses tells Joshua all that he commanded and notice that that the very next thing it says is that Joshua did it. There was not any hesitation on Joshua’s part.

B. Some of never got some of the things done that we desired to get done in 2005 simply because we waited too long before we got started.

C. And I think it is especially true about spiritual matters.
2 Corinthians 6:2 (NIV) 
2 For he says, "In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped you." I tell you, now is the time of God's favor, now is the day of salvation. 

D. Paul is telling us not to put off spiritual things.

4. I will never get everything done if I don’t do everything God asked me to do.
Joshua 11:15 (NIV) 
15 …he left nothing undone of all that the LORD commanded Moses. 
A. Joshua didn’t pick and chose the things that He wanted to do for God and leave undone those things that he didn’t want to do. He did them all.

B. I don’t know where we got our cafeteria style Christianity where we pick and chose what we want to do for God. But that will never work.
C. What have you left undone for God in 2005?

5. The blessing of leaving nothing undone is that others become blessed by you.

Joshua 11:16 (NIV) 
16 So Joshua took this entire land… 
Joshua 11:23 (NIV) 
23 So Joshua took the entire land, just as the LORD had directed Moses, and he gave it as an inheritance to Israel according to their tribal divisions. Then the land had rest from war. 

A. Joshua was certainly blessed by getting everything done but the Scripture goes on to tell us that the entire nation of Israel was blessed by Joshua not leaving anything undone.

B. If you find a church that is growing and thriving and experiencing the touch of God, you will find someone who is getting it done for God.

C. My question to you today is: Are you that person? 
