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People: They Come in Two Types but not the two Types I Thought


[image: image2.jpg]


Anne and I have a friend by the name of Kenny who isn’t a Christian but, boy, he is a good person.  And it has bothered me how Kenny could be a good person because he is not a Christian.
It bothered me because it went against what I believed for the longest time. You see I wanted to believe that there were two types of people in the world. There are the Christians. I will call them the good people. These are the ones who on Sunday morning load up in the car, head to church to worship God.  These are the ones who call each other brother and sister and bring up God in many of their conversations.
And then there was the other group; I will call them the bad people. These are the ones you see cutting their grass while you are on your way to church on Sunday morning. These are the ones you see loading into the car on Sunday morning with a boat in tow heading toward the water hole. Or these are the ones you see loading into the car on Sunday morning with their favorite sports jersey on heading to the big game. 
My theology was quite simple. Christians are good and the lost are bad. But it presented me with a big problem: how could Kenny be lost and still be a good person?     
Then I discovered Romans 7 and I quickly discovered that my number was right (there are two types of people in the world) but my theology was wrong. The world is not made up of good people and bad people. The world is made up of sinful people who know they need the Lord; and the world is made up of sinful people who don’t know that they need the Lord.

The Apostle Paul prior to his Damascus Road experience was a sinner that didn’t know that he needed Jesus. He went from town to town killing Christian for the sake of Judaism never once thinking that He needed the Lord.

After his Damascus Road experience Paul is still a sinner as he so aptly puts in Romans 7 but now he knows that he needs the Lord day by day.

Read along with me as I read from Romans 7:15-25.  

Romans 7:15-25 (NIV) 
15 I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 
16 And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. 
17 As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. 
18 I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 
19 For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do--this I keep on doing. 
20 Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.  
21 So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me. 
22 For in my inner being I delight in God's law; 
23 but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members. 
24 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 
25 Thanks be to God--through Jesus Christ our Lord!  

So if Paul was a sinner before the Damascus Road experience and still a sinner after the Damascus Road experience the only difference is that he knows that he needs the Lord in his life everyday then I too am a sinner who needs the Lord in my life everyday. I am not the good person I thought I was so what does that do to how I think about my life.
Body:

1. Because I am a sinner and not a good person there are times I know exactly what I should do but I don’t do it.
Romans 7:15-16 (NIV) 
15 I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 
16 And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. 

A. There are times that I think to myself that I want to be the best pastor this church ever had. And I know in my heart that it means that I need to pray for our members daily; it means that I need to visit our seniors regularly; I know that it means that I need to lead by my example and I know that it means that I got to spend a lot of time with God to get exactly what He wants to tell this church today.

B. But somewhere below what I want to do and somewhere below what I should be doing is where I live my life. And there, where I live my life, sin keeps me hostage. It is my laziness that will keep me in bed an extra hour so I will not have the time to pray for our members like I should. It is my selfishness that will tell me that I have something more important to do today for myself than visit our seniors. It is my pride that tells me that I do enough around this church and let someone else lead by example this time. And it is my critical spirit that tells me don’t waste my time studying the Word to teach them because they don’t heed the Word anyway.
C. It upsets that I fall short as a pastor, but I also fall short as a husband, if I had children I know I would fall short as a parent, and I fall short as an employee at the School District where I work.
D. I am not a good person; I am a sinner and the natural product of being a sinner is that I will fall short in whatever I do. The Bible clearly tells me that: 

Romans 3:23 (NIV) 
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

E. That is why I need Jesus in my life each day. Paul knew that; I am learning that; do you realize that?
2. Because I am a sinner and not a good person, I don’t need anybody to lead me astray as I can do it myself quite easily.
Romans 7:17 (NIV) 
17 As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. 

A. I could be a better pastor if I had a better congregation. Wrong? OK, you may be right!  But you can not tell me that I would not be a better husband if my wife was a lot more submissive than she is. You say wrong again? OK, you may be right once again. But you can not tell me that I wouldn’t be a better employee if they paid me what I thought I was worth down at the School Board. You say I am wrong again. Yes, I am indeed wrong again.
B. In all three cases I am indeed wrong because my problems don’t lie with others; they lie with me.  The problem is in me. I am 100% the problem. But every since the first couple, Adam and Eve, men and women all throughout the ages have been trying to lay off the blame on someone else. 
C. You see if I am a good person the only way that I can justify what I have done wrong is that you led me astray. That way I am still a good person who just had a momentary lapse of weakness caused by you. But if I am a sinner then I am not a good person; no good dwells in me; the problem is me; and I need Jesus. 

D. The Apostle Paul knew that; I am learning that; do you realize that?

3. Because I am a sinner and not a good person, this world beats me up so much that I long for heaven. 
Romans 7:18-20 (NIV) 
18 I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 
19 For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do--this I keep on doing.  
20 Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it. 

A. In these three verses of Scripture, you can hear the frustration that Paul is experiencing in his life. He wants to do the right thing more than anything else but he can’t. That has got to make him long for a place that he can do the right thing consistently. And that place is called heaven. It is the only place you can do the right thing consistently.  That is why Paul could say in Philippians.
Philippians 1:21 (NIV) 
21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 

B. But if I am a good person and I don’t have a frustration with this world, and I am around other good people who don’t have a frustration with this world I would not have a longing for heaven and you would not have a longing for heaven. I would want to stay right where I am and so would you. 
C. So often I hear people tell me that I would love to work in a church because there are all Christians there. And what they are thinking is that there all good people there. Wrong! Sometimes some of the meanest, angriest, and most condemning people are on a church staff.  It shouldn’t make me want to leave that staff for another staff because it will probably be the same scenario but rather it should create a healthy tension for me to long for heaven.

D. Same thing applies to church members. If you are thinking about leaving one church because you think these people are mean spirited and you hope to find a church full of good people you are going to sadly disappointed. It going to be full of sinners just like the church you came from. What God is trying to teach you is not to switch churches at the drop of a hat but have a healthy longing for heaven.

E. God allowed Paul to be frustrated so he would have a longing for heaven; God allows me to be frustrated so I would have a longing for heaven and do you realize God allows you to be frustrated so you will have a longing for heaven. 
 4. Because I am a sinner and not a good person there is only One that can help me. His name is Jesus.
Romans 7:24-25 (NIV) 
24 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 
25 Thanks be to God--through Jesus Christ our Lord!  

A. When I think about the Apostle Paul I think about one of the most self disciplined people in Biblical times. Yet even with all of this discipline he could not help himself overcome his sin problem. What chance do I have of overcoming the same problem that Paul experienced in my life? You are right-none.
B. I can not depend on you to help me overcome my sin problem and my frustration with my sin problem because you got your own sin problem and your own frustration.

C. There is only One that can help us and his name is Jesus. He not only rescued me from my sin problem and gave me eternal life but He rescues me daily from my sin problem and its frustration. Are you daily depending upon Jesus?
Let us pray!

Dr. Dave M. Hartson               Page 2
7/5/2007

