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1. The first issuance of the Ten Commandments was by God Himself to the people. Moses did not bring them down in stone but God spoke them to the people the first time that they received them.

Exodus 20:22 (NIV)  

    Then the Lord said to Moses, "Tell the Israelites this: 'You have seen for yourselves that I have spoken to you from heaven: 

Deut. 5:12 (NIV)  

"Observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy, as the Lord your God has commanded you. 

Deut. 5:32 (KJV)  

    Ye shall observe to do therefore as the Lord your God hath commanded you: ye shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the left. 

2. The ten Commandments are divided into three sections.

Israel’s Worship vs. 2-7
Israel’s  Work Vs. 8-11

Israel’s Walk vs. 12-17

3. The Ten Commandments were not a new revelation but a compilation of standards in Genesis.

A. First Commandment-Genesis 35:2 (NIV)  

    So Jacob said to his household and to all who were with him, "Get rid of the foreign gods you have with you, and purify yourselves and change your clothes. 
B. Second Commandment- Genesis 31:32 (NIV)  

    But if you find anyone who has your gods, he shall not live. In the presence of our relatives, see for yourself whether there is anything of yours here with me; and if so, take it." Now Jacob did not know that Rachel had stolen the gods. 
C. Third Commandment- Genesis 24:2-3 (NIV)  

    He said to the chief servant in his household, the one in charge of all that he had, "Put your hand under my thigh. [3] I want you to swear by the Lord, the God of heaven and the God of earth, that you will not get a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am living, 
D. Fourth Commandment- Genesis 2:3 (KJV)  

    And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his work which God created and made. 

E. Fifth Commandment- Genesis 27:41 (NIV)  

    Esau held a grudge against Jacob because of the blessing his father had given him. He said to himself, "The days of mourning for my father are near; then I will kill my brother Jacob." 
F. Sixth Commandment- Genesis 4:9 (NIV)  

    Then the Lord said to Cain, "Where is your brother Abel?"

    "I don't know," he replied. "Am I my brother's keeper?" 

G. Seventh Commandment- Genesis 39:9 (NIV)  

    No one is greater in this house than I am. My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?" 

H. Eight Commandment- Genesis 44:1-2 (NIV)  

    Now Joseph gave these instructions to the steward of his house: "Fill the men's sacks with as much food as they can carry, and put each man's silver in the mouth of his sack. [2] Then put my cup, the silver one, in the mouth of the youngest one's sack, along with the silver for his grain." And he did as Joseph said. 

I. Ninth Commandment- Genesis 39:17-18 (NIV)  

    Then she told him this story: "That Hebrew slave you brought us came to me to make sport of me. [18] But as soon as I screamed for help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the house." 
J. Tenth Commandment-Genesis 12:18 (NIV)  

    So Pharaoh summoned Abram. "What have you done to me?" he said. "Why didn't you tell me she was your wife? 
4. The Ten Commandments were intensely personal and God made it that because He spoke them to the people before they came down on tablets.
5. In language you can be singular or plural.  God used the singular tense of the word in giving the commandments making them very personal.

6. The commandments are predominantly negative but spring out of the initial positive statement.
7. The purpose of the Ten Commandments is for our own good.

Deut. 10:13 (NIV)  

    and to observe the Lord's commands and decrees that I am giving you today for your own good? 

