An Invitation Worth Considering

Hebrews 4:14-16


Introduction:
Maybe it is the time of year and I have not noticed it in the past but it seems that this year I am being bombarded with invitations.

A teacher I work with is getting married in June and guess what I got in the mail this week- an invitation.  I am performing a wedding at the end of May at Percy Quin State Park and I know that I have to be there because I am the minister but guess what I received- an invitation. Some of my previous students are graduating this year and guess what I got- more invitations. I got more invitations this week than I got bills!

Not only am I on the receiving end of invitations these days, I also find myself giving invitations. I am inviting every one of you to our revival this Friday, Saturday and Sunday. I hope that you will accept my invitation and come.

But today, I don’t want to talk about the invitations that I received or the one I just issued to you. Instead, I want to talk with you today about an invitation that God has sent me and I know that He has sent that same invitation to you. It is an invitation to gather around the Throne of Grace.

Let’s read it together:

Hebrews 4:14-16 (NIV) 
14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 
15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are--yet was without sin. 
16 Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 

Do you see the invitation in the passage? “Let us then approach the throne of grace”. It is an invitation to you and me to approach God’s Throne in confidence. 

Now, like any invitation I receive, I now have got to decide if I am going to take God up on His invitation or file it away as one I am not going to attend.

So the obvious question I got to ask myself is why would I accept God’s invitation to gather around the Throne of Grace with you?
Body
1. It is an invitation that I got to consider attending because only there am I going to find the richness of mercy that I am truly looking for.
Hebrews 4:16 (NIV) 
16 Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 

Ephesians 2:4 (NIV) 
4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy,
A. In this world, I might receive sprinkles of mercy. I do something on my job that deserves being fired over but instead my boss puts me on probation for a month. I just received a sprinkle of mercy.

B. A felon goes before the judge and the judge instead of giving the maximum sentence gives a slightly lesser sentence. The felon may not appreciate it but he has just received a sprinkle of mercy.

C. A spouse makes a big mistake that could rip the marriage apart. The other partner partially forgives accepts him or her back but always holds it out over their mate’s head. That person received just a sprinkle of mercy.   
D. I don’t know about you but I don’t want sprinkles of mercy; I want it to flood mercy when I mess up. And the only place that I know to find that is at the Throne of Grace. And that I why I should see you there because you mess up too and you need those same floods of mercy that I do.

E.  I am glad today that although the wage of my sins is death by God’s mercy I have eternal life. I am glad today that although my sins be as scarlet by God’s mercy they are as white as snow. I am glad today that although I have messed up by God’s grace I have been forgiven never to be brought up again.
2. It is an invitation that I got to consider attending because there I will find the grace to help me through my problems.
Hebrews 4:16 (NIV) 
16 Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 
A. How many of you have problems?  How many of you are trying to handle your problems on your own? How many of you have learned that many times your problems are bigger than you can handle on your own?

B. And so if I told you that there is a place that you could go to get help with your problems, could you agree to met me there? Well, at the Throne of Grace God says you will find help in time of need.  

C. Is a sickness a time of need? I think so. Is a financial problem a time of need? I think so. Is an addiction to drinking, pornography, or gambling a time of need? I think so. If just feeling burden down or overwhelmed a time of need? I think so.

D. The Apostle Paul had a thorn in the flesh that was causing him a problem. He went to the Throne of Grace asking God to remove the thorn and He left the throne not with the problem gone but with the grace to deal with the problem.

E. Let me tell you something, you always leave the Throne of Grace with more than you came with. Paul left with God’s grace which was more than sufficient to deal with the thorn in the flesh. And you and me if we approach the Throne of Grace, we will leave with more than we came with.
3. It is an invitation that I got to consider attending because Jesus not only knows me; He has personally experienced the things that I am going through and He had overcome them.
Hebrews 4:15 (NIV) 
15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are--yet was without sin. 
A.  Last week we saw that Jesus knows us. Nothing is hidden from Him. And now add to that knowledge of me the fact that Jesus has experience with the same things that I am dealing with and He was victorious over them. Doesn’t that make Him someone that I need to be talking with? And so, if He invites me to His Throne to talk with Him then shouldn’t I seriously consider attending. I think so.

B. Knowledge and experience are powerful tools when they are working together. If I was on a search committee of a church looking for a pastor, I would want to consider someone with the knowledge of the job but I would also like that person to have the experience.

C. If I am going to have surgery I want a surgeon who has the knowledge of the procedure that he is going to do on me but I also want that person to have experience. I want him to have done that operation before-many times. No way around it knowledge and experience are powerful.

D.  So knowledge and experience in the hands of an Almighty God- how powerful is that? I can not even comprehend how powerful that is!
4. It is an invitation that I got to consider attending because Jesus is the only one that can introduce me to the Father.

Hebrews 4:14 (NIV) 
14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 

Matthew 11:27 (NIV) 
27 "All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
A. If there is someone that I really want to meet and you happen to know him then I am going to ask you to introduce me to him. 

B. No one knows the Father except the Son, and so when the Son invites me to His Throne of Grace I am going to go because there I will meet with Jesus and He can clear the way for me to meet with the Father.

Conclusion:

God has showed us four solid reasons why we can’t afford to turn down the invitation to attend the gathering at the Throne of Grace.

So we need to throw away our excuses; you know the ones we make why we can’t meet with Jesus on a regular basis and instead come with confidence to His throne on a regular basis. Remember Verse 16!    “16 Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.” 
Let us pray!  
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