Ten Decisions Every Christian Must Make for Themselves

Am I Going to Allow God’s Word to Correct Me?


Introduction:
This past Sunday, I spoke about God’s Word knowing everything about me because God says His Word is living and active and able to judge the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.

So, if that is true and I believe that it is, then God’s Word knows when I am about to take a wrong path in my life or if I have taken a wrong path in my life. And because God’s Word is living, it wants to correct me. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV) 
16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

So the question I got to ask myself is: “Am I Going to Allow God’s Word to Correct Me?” I got to ask that question because I can tune out God’s Word just like I can tune out God. 

We all know how to tune out God- just allow the noise of this world to be louder than that little small voice of God within our heart. And we tune out God’s Word by not reading our Bible or avoiding places where God’s Word is read.

And so, I need to know "what are the signs to look for if a person is willing to allow God’s Word to correct them?"
Body

1. If God’s Word is truly the correction authority it is meant to be, then there will be times it will stop me dead in my tracks.

Proverbs 14:12 (NIV) 
12 There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death. 

A. If God’s Word is truly the correction in my life there will be times that as I read the Word I think that I am going in the right direction but quickly discover that I am going in the wrong direction.

B. And if I am using God’s Word as my standard I stop immediately and turn around. I realize that I am going in the wrong direction.

C. Some people unfortunately, will find out that their actions are wrong but continue on the wrong path.

D. God’s Word is not the authority in your life if it does not change your direction.

2. If God’s Word is truly the correction authority it is meant to be, my confused thinking gives way to clear thinking.
A. Why do I act the way that I act. Because I have confused thinking. Paul says that I had confused thinking. The things that I thought important now that I see clearly were not.
Philippians 3:12-14 (NIV) 
12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 
13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 
14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

B. The Bible tells us have this mind in us that was in Christ Jesus.  At no point was Christ confused about where His life was heading- it was heading to a cross. Unfortunately, so many Christians spend too much of their life in a fog. 

C. If your thoughts don’t clear up then you’re not using God’s Word as a correction.

3. If God’s Word is truly the correction authority it is meant to be then my encounters with the potholes should become less and less.
Psalm 119:105 (NIV) 
105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. 

A. If I have someone shinning the light on my feet as I walk I should be able to avoid the potholes that come across my path.

4. If God’s Word is truly the correction authority it is meant to be, then I begin to understand the power God Word has to change my situation.
Matthew 8:5-10 (NIV) 
5 When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help. 
6 "Lord," he said, "my servant lies at home paralyzed and in terrible suffering." 
7 Jesus said to him, "I will go and heal him." 
8 The centurion replied, "Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed. 
9 For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." 
10 When Jesus heard this, he was astonished and said to those following him, "I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. 

A. If I am not diligently searching God’s Word then I don’t understand the authority that it has.
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