Sermons of Dr. Dave Hartson

August 9, 2009

Additional Instructions Given
1. Instructions Concerning the Assembly 

1.1. We first must understand by the word “assembly” what is meant. It can have one of two meaning. It can mean the religious assembling of themselves; but it also could mean the political assembling of themselves.
1.2.  Let me give you an example where the word “assembly” meant political assembling. Deuteronomy 31:28
1.3. Let me show you why it can not be referring to the religious assembling in this Scripture. Isaiah 56:3-5. God did not exclude the eunuchs from worshipping Him.

1.4. And what He is trying to tell us is this: Put the wrong leaders in the assembly to lead and they will contaminate the nation. We must guard against putting in place a leadership for the nation were there is open defiance to the ways of God.
1.5. Let me tell you two groups that were to be excluded from leadership.

1.5.1.  Those who were castrated or emasculated because one of the pagan practices was the castration of their priest. And if a man did that he would be no good for the leadership of the nation because he had poor judgment.
1.5.2.  Those who were the product of a mixed marriage because they might not be totally loyal to the interest of Israel.  How serious was this problem no one until the 11th generation could hold on office in the assembly. A person with Ammonite or Moabite in the blood had to wait 10 generations before someone in their family could be in the family because they were so anti-Israel. And God says do not seek a treaty with them as long as you live.

1.5.3. And to show you how much God loves the world, he allowed His son Jesus to come through the Judah which included in his family tree a woman by the name of Ruth, a Moabite.
1.5.4.  The Edomites and the Egyptians only had a three generation provision. The Edomites because they were the descendants of Esau and the Egyptians were their host for 400 years.

2. Cleanliness in the camp

2.1. Even in your warring against others you must exhibit God’s holiness. Leviticus 15:16 (NIV) 
16 "'When a man has an emission of semen, he must bathe his whole body with water, and he will be unclean till evening. 

2.2. Nothing changed because you in the middle of war.  You have to act the same way wherever you are. 

3. Slaves

3.1. Israel was to go against the custom of the nations around them. Instead of returning slave to its master, they were to find refuge in Israel.

3.2. Remember the person in the New Testament who was forgiven much but was unable to forgive little.

4. Shrine Prostitution

4.1. No Israelite was to become a shrine prostitute

4.2. God does not want to be contaminated with dishonest money.

5. Interest

5.1. Not to an Israelite but to anyone else

6. Vows

6.1. Make sure that you pay what you owe God. It is okay not to vow. Matthew 5:33-34 (NIV) 
33 "Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not break your oath, but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord.' 
34 But I tell you, Do not swear at all: either by heaven, for it is God's throne; 

6.2. Grain

6.2.1. You can eat grain or some fruit from the fruit tree but do not put some in a basket to take home with you. If you need some thing that belongs to your neighbor, don’t get more than you need.
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