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Introduction:

What are you running from this morning? There are some people who running from commitment. Making a commitment and having to stick with it scares them to death.
There are people who are running away from responsibility. They are tired of having to work so hard to provide for their family or they are tired of having no time for themselves because they have to take care of the kids all day long. And so they are running from responsibility.
There are some people who are running away from the truth this morning. They can’t handle the truth. It is easier for them to believe a lie than to accept the truth.
I don’t care what you are running from this morning. Whether it is commitment or responsibility or truth or anything else, that’s not the real problem. That’s your secondary problem. The real problem is that you are running away from the Heavenly Father.

The Bible tells us a story from the mouth of Jesus Himself about a young man that was running away from his father. And just as this young man was running away from his father, I want you to examine your heart today and see if you are running from your Heavenly Father.
Turn in your Bibles to Luke 15: 11-17
11 Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, 'Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them. 

     13 "Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 

     17 "When he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 
Body:

1. I am running from the Father when I have to have what the world has to offer now.

Luke 15:12 (NIV) 
12 The younger one said to his father, 'Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them. 

 A. This young man in our parable is probably no older than 17 years of age. We see that he is not married and during this time the young Jewish men would normally marry between the ages of 18 and 20 so we assume that he is younger than 18.
B. But look what he does: he demands that the Father give him his inheritance. What he is saying is give me what the world has to offer me now. I don’t want to wait until you want to give it to me; I don’t want to wait till you die, I want to take it now.

C. There are Christians today who can not wait for the blessings that God the Father has to offer them and so they rather take what the world has to offer now than to wait for the blessing from the Father. And when I go after and seize what the world has to offer I am running away from the Father.
D. You say I don’t buy that; why can’t I have both? James tells us that friendship with the world is enmity with God. If we are running toward the things of this world we are indeed running away from God.

2. I am running away from the Father when I think there is a place I can go to flee His presence.
Luke 15:13 (NIV) 
13 "Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 

A. The son receives the inheritance and the Bible says not long after the young man leaves the house. There is one reason why the young man would leave the house and it is because he doesn’t want the Father telling him how to spend the inheritance He just received. He doesn’t want the Father telling Him that he is blowing the money on wild living. He leaves home because he doesn’t want to hear the words of the Father is His ear.
B. There are Christians who think if they don’t go to church that they won’t hear that little small voice in their heart telling them that they are not living like they should be living.
C. If you are truly a child of God there is no place that you are going to be able to run to so that you don’t hear that little small voice in your heart telling you that you are not living like you should be. 

D. Even though we know that truth we still try to run away from God. How foolish!

3. I am running away from the Father whenever my life is spiraling out of control.
Luke 15:13 (NIV) 
13 "Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 

A. Jesus describes this man’s sin in two words: wild living. Jesus doesn’t tell us how many women this man slept with; Jesus doesn’t tell us how many parties this man attended; Jesus doesn’t tell us how many times this man got drunk from the alcohol he consumed.  Jesus doesn’t go into all that detail because He doesn’t want us to miss the real point. The sin that this man committed was that he allowed himself to move away from the Father.
B. When you and I move away from our Heavenly Father the natural outcome will be that our life will spiral out of control. Our life will go wild. I know a lot of wild Christian because they moved away from the Father. That is to be expected.

C. You see it is the fruit of the spirit that puts our life under control and we only experience that as we walk with the Father.
Galatians 5:22-23 (NIV) 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 

D. You move away from the Father and I can promise you that your life will spiral out of control.

4. I am running away from the Father when I am burning bridges behind me as I go.  
Luke 15:14 (NIV) 
14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 

A. It says that he spent everything. He didn’t leave himself enough money to go back home. He burnt that bridge. And the Scripture says a severe drought came and there was no way to get back home.
B. I have seen young men run away from the Father and run to drugs and burn every bridge behind them. They burned the bridge back to their wife; they burned the bridge back to their children or they even burned the bridge back to their parents.  

C. I have seen Christian men and women burn bridges as they leave one job for another; I have seen preachers burn bridges as they move form one church to another; I have seen Christian men and women burn bridges as they one church for another.
D. If you are burning a bridge as you leave anything then you are running away from God because God is in the bridge building business and not the bridge tearing down business.

E. Once I was lost, separated from the Father, and it was God that build a bridge to me. Let me tell you in no uncertain terms that the God I serve is redemptive. He will build a bridge to you to rescue you wherever you are.

5. I am running away from the Father when I am closer to the pit of despair than I am to the hope that is in Jesus.
Luke 15:15-16 (NIV) 
15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 
16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 

A. This young man has hit bottom. He is now feeding pigs as his life’s work. Feeding them was an unclean occupation. For a Jew, it meant this young man was forfeiting his religion—there could be no Sabbaths because he would be unclean. It would be the worst thing imaginable for a Jew.
B. The truth is that when you run from God you are likely to hit bottom. I am sure that Jonah thought in his heart that he had hit bottom when he found himself running from God and ending up in a bellow of a great fish.

C. Today if you know in your heart of hearts that that you are closer to the pits of life than you are to the hope that is in Jesus then I need to tell you that you are running from God.

D. And the obvious question to me is what am I to do about it?

6. Stop running from God because that is insanity.
Luke 15:17 (NIV) 
17 "When he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 

A. The Scripture says that he came to his senses- and he is going back to his father. In other words, it was insanity to leave the father in the first place. And it is insanity for you and me as Christians to live like the world lives. It is insanity for us to have experiencing the joy and salvation and then go back and live like the world.
B. I have Good News today though. You are never too far away to come back to the Father. And it is never too late to come back to the Father. This story tells me just that.

Conclusion:

I don’t know what your story is today but I can tell you about God. He will build a bridge for you to come back to Him if you will just take that first step towards Him.
It is never too late and you are never to far away that you cannot return to the Father. In a moment we are going to have an invitation. I want you to take that first step today; I want you to come back to your senses by coming to the altar and asking God to build a bridge to rescue you. God is faithful and He will do just that. Let us pray! 
PAGE  
9

