A Window of Joy in a Rather Dismal Desert Experience

Exodus 36:1-7


Introduction
Through most of the 40 years that the Israelites wondered in the desert they exhibited a stubbornness against God and His commands.  

But then we come to Exodus 36 and there is this one bright spot. The people opened up their heart, gave their time, talents and gifts so much so that Moses has to ask the people to stop giving. 

Let’s take a look at that.

Exodus 36:1-7 (NIV) 
1 So Bezalel, Oholiab and every skilled person to whom the LORD has given skill and ability to know how to carry out all the work of constructing the sanctuary are to do the work just as the LORD has commanded." 
2 Then Moses summoned Bezalel and Oholiab and every skilled person to whom the LORD had given ability and who was willing to come and do the work. 
3 They received from Moses all the offerings the Israelites had brought to carry out the work of constructing the sanctuary. And the people continued to bring freewill offerings morning after morning. 
4 So all the skilled craftsmen who were doing all the work on the sanctuary left their work 
5 and said to Moses, "The people are bringing more than enough for doing the work the LORD commanded to be done." 
6 Then Moses gave an order and they sent this word throughout the camp: "No man or woman is to make anything else as an offering for the sanctuary." And so the people were restrained from bringing more, 
7 because what they already had was more than enough to do all the work. 

And what I want to discover tonight is: “What is it that opened up their hearts in this instance because most of the time their hearts were closed to God?” And maybe whatever it is that opened their hearts to God might be the same key to open our hearts to God.
We want to know why this time it was different.
Body

1. To open your heart there has to be a willingness to yield to what your heart is telling you to do. 
Exodus 35:20-21 (NIV) 
20 Then the whole Israelite community withdrew from Moses' presence, 
21 and everyone who was willing and whose heart moved him came and brought an offering to the LORD for the work on the Tent of Meeting, for all its service, and for the sacred garments. 
A. Look at verse 21 there was a movement of the heart and then a willingness to follow it.

B.  I believe that a lot of times there is a movement of the heart. But I believe a lot of times there is not that willingness to follow that movement of the heart.

C. God speaks to you during the invitation and there is a movement of your heart but a lot of time there is not that willingness to follow your heart.

D. In my own life, the movement of my heart occurred three years prior to the willingness to listen to my heart. 

2. To open your heart it has to be because you have been moved by God and not by man.  
Exodus 35:22 (NIV) 
22 All who were willing, men and women alike, came and brought gold jewelry of all kinds: brooches, earrings, rings and ornaments. They all presented their gold as a wave offering to the LORD. 

A. Moses had told the people what the Lord had ordered. By when the people came to present their gifts, they did not present them to Moses, or to Aaron but to God Himself.
B. Man may be able to open your heart; a good preacher might be able to open your heart with a great sermon but he is not able to keep it open. Only God can touch a heart, open it and keep it open.

C. That is why I tell you don’t make a decision based on me as your preacher; make it because God moved from heart and opened it.

3. When God opens your heart you begin to see the possibilities of how God might use you.

Exodus 35:24-29 (NIV) 
24 Those presenting an offering of silver or bronze brought it as an offering to the LORD, and everyone who had acacia wood for any part of the work brought it. 
25 Every skilled woman spun with her hands and brought what she had spun--blue, purple or scarlet yarn or fine linen. 
26 And all the women who were willing and had the skill spun the goat hair. 
27 The leaders brought onyx stones and other gems to be mounted on the ephod and breastpiece. 
28 They also brought spices and olive oil for the light and for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense. 
29 All the Israelite men and women who were willing brought to the LORD freewill offerings for all the work the LORD through Moses had commanded them to do. 

A. People who will tell you that I don’t know how God can use me don’t have an open heart.  They have never been able to yield to movement of god within their heart.

B. When your heart is open you see all the possibilities of how God can use you.

4. When you open your heart to God, God can work through you.
Exodus 35:30-35 (NIV) 
30 Then Moses said to the Israelites, "See, the LORD has chosen Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, 
31 and he has filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, ability and knowledge in all kinds of crafts-- 
32 to make artistic designs for work in gold, silver and bronze, 
33 to cut and set stones, to work in wood and to engage in all kinds of artistic craftsmanship. 
34 And he has given both him and Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, the ability to teach others. 
35 He has filled them with skill to do all kinds of work as craftsmen, designers, embroiderers in blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen, and weavers--all of them master craftsmen and designers. 

A. When you have a closed heart you can work for God but never find satisfaction in what you do.
B. When you have an open heart God can work through you and you can find satisfaction in allowing God to work through you.

C. I bet it brought them great pleasure to build the Tabernacle as they saw what God was doing through them.

5. Where God is at work opening hearts there is a sense of excitement that builds.

Exodus 36:6-7 (NIV) 
6 Then Moses gave an order and they sent this word throughout the camp: "No man or woman is to make anything else as an offering for the sanctuary." And so the people were restrained from bringing more, 
7 because what they already had was more than enough to do all the work. 
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