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Introduction:

I remember having to read Charles Dicken’s book “A Tale of Two Cities” in my junior year in high school. I can’t tell you a whole lot about the book today but I remember it being a thick book to have to read; and I remember it didn’t have pictures. But I also remember one other thing about that book and it was the opening paragraph because it didn’t make a whole lot of sense to me back then; it just confused me.
It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of disbelief, it was the season of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we had everything before us, we had nothing before us…
And my simple question back then was: “What is it? It is either the best of times or it is the worst of times. You just are going to have to decide. But as I have grown as a Christian I discovered that the real answer depends upon my perspective.
As time runs out in 2006 and the New Year of 2007 quickly approaches, I want you to challenge you to start looking at things from “A Spiritual Perspective” this year.
Well, you say Bro. Dave how do I know if I am looking at something from “A Spiritual Perspective”?  And so I am going to share with you this morning four ways to know if you are looking at your situation from “A Spiritual Perspective”. 

Turn with me in your Bibles to 
Numbers 13:26-33 (NIV) 
26 They came back to Moses and Aaron and the whole Israelite community at Kadesh in the Desert of Paran. There they reported to them and to the whole assembly and showed them the fruit of the land. 
27 They gave Moses this account: "We went into the land to which you sent us, and it does flow with milk and honey! Here is its fruit. 
28 But the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large. We even saw descendants of Anak there. 
29 The Amalekites live in the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites and Amorites live in the hill country; and the Canaanites live near the sea and along the Jordan." 
30 Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, "We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it." 
31 But the men who had gone up with him said, "We can't attack those people; they are stronger than we are." 
32 And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the land they had explored. They said, "The land we explored devours those living in it. All the people we saw there are of great size. 
33 We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak come from the Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to them." 

Numbers 14:1-10 (NIV) 
1 That night all the people of the community raised their voices and wept aloud. 
2 All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them, "If only we had died in Egypt! Or in this desert! 
3 Why is the LORD bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the sword? Our wives and children will be taken as plunder. Wouldn't it be better for us to go back to Egypt?" 
4 And they said to each other, "We should choose a leader and go back to Egypt." 
5 Then Moses and Aaron fell facedown in front of the whole Israelite assembly gathered there. 
6 Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had explored the land, tore their clothes 
7 and said to the entire Israelite assembly, "The land we passed through and explored is exceedingly good. 
8 If the LORD is pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and will give it to us. 
9 Only do not rebel against the LORD. And do not be afraid of the people of the land, because we will swallow them up. Their protection is gone, but the LORD is with us. Do not be afraid of them." 
10 But the whole assembly talked about stoning them. Then the glory of the LORD appeared at the Tent of Meeting to all the Israelites. 

Body:

1. A Spiritual Perspective looks for things that God has said to be fulfilled exactly as He has said and then believes God for the rest of the story.

Numbers 13:27 (NIV) 
27 They gave Moses this account: "We went into the land to which you sent us, and it does flow with milk and honey! Here is its fruit. 

A. At the burning bush when God called Moses to lead the people out of Egypt, He promised that He was bringing them to a land flowing with milk and honey.
B. When God gave the Israelites the Passover to celebrate annually it was to remind them that God brought them out of the land of Egypt with His mighty hand to a land flowing with milk and honey.
C. When God got upset with the Israelites in the desert and called them a stiff neck people, He told them that they could enter the Promise Land, a land flowing with milk and honey with out Him. The Israelites repented of their sin and God relented and told them He would go with them.

D. Time after time God told them about a Promised Land filled with milk and honey. When the spies go in the land and they cut down one branch with one cluster of grapes; it took two men with a pole to carry them back. I wouldn’t want to guess about the size of the pomegranates and figs but I am sure they were extraordinary.

E. Every spy to a man agreed that it was a land flowing with milk and honey. Not one had a differing opinion. Twelve men were in total agreement. But only two believed God for the rest of the story. Only two said God was right about the land flowing with milk and honey; He will be right that this is our land let us go in and take our land.
F. If God tells you something in your own life and you see one step of it occur exactly as God has said believe God for the rest of the story. God’s allows you to see that one step occur exactly as He has said so that it will be an encouragement to believe the next step and the next step. That’s a Spiritual Perspective.   
2. A Spiritual Perspective focuses on the possibilities and not the obstacles.
Numbers 13:28-30 (NIV) 
28 But the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large. We even saw descendants of Anak there. 
29 The Amalekites live in the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites and Amorites live in the hill country; and the Canaanites live near the sea and along the Jordan." 
30 Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, "We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it." 

A. The Apostle Paul says that I can do all things through Christ which strengthens me. God spoke through the prophet Jeremiah that He desires to do great and mighty things in our lives. In the Epistle to the people of Ephesus the Apostle Paul pens that God does exceedingly beyond all that we can think and imagine.

B. You can’t have a Spiritual Perspective without seeing the possibilities because our God is a God of possibilities. When sin broke man’s fellowship with God in the Garden, it was God who saw a way back to fellowship with Him by sending His Son. When God was displeased with man before the flood, God found a way of saving the human race when He gave instructions to Noah on how to build an ark to save his family. When the Jews rejected Jesus as their Messiah God found a way to give them a second chance in the Tribulation.
C. Wherever there are people who can think about the possibilities; there will always be people who can think only about the obstacles. Caleb says let’s go in and take the land; let’s possess it; it is ours. And to that the ten spies replied the people are strong; the cities are fortified; there are giants in the land; and wherever you turn there are groups of people we would have to fight.

D. Where do you find people who can only think about the obstacles? You find them in churches; you find them in home; you find them where you work. It seems that they always out number the people who can see the possibilities. Two spies see the opportunity. Ten spies see the obstacles.

E. This year, you look for the opportunities and not the obstacles.  
3. A Spiritual Perspective finds a reason to rejoice and not complain. 

Numbers 14:1-3 (NIV) 
1 That night all the people of the community raised their voices and wept aloud. 
2 All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them, "If only we had died in Egypt! Or in this desert! 
3 Why is the LORD bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the sword? Our wives and children will be taken as plunder. Wouldn't it be better for us to go back to Egypt?" 

A. Get the big picture here. There are about two million weeping all night long and raising their voices in complaints against Moses and Aaron. These same two million people are probably not very happy with Caleb and Joshua for giving a positive report on the land. And in the midst of all that complaining Joshua gets up in front of the people and says “If the Lord delights in us, then He will bring us into the land and give it to us.”
B. Complaining is contagious. Two million people complained that night  but it started with just 10.If you start your complaining to me it is not going to be long that I am going to start my complaining to someone else. It spreads quick. That’s why as a pastor it is so important that you stop the complaining within a church.

C. A spiritual perspective finds a way to rejoice in spite of the complaining all around them. If you have a spiritual perspective this year you won’t spread the complaining. It will stop with you because you can rejoice in the Lord. Isn’t that what the Apostle Paul says: rejoice in the Lord always and again I say rejoice. Doesn’t James tell us that even in the midst of our trials that we need to consider it all joy.
4. A Spiritual Perspective is concerned about the fear of God and not the fear of man.
Numbers 14:9-10 (NIV) 
9 Only do not rebel against the LORD. And do not be afraid of the people of the land, because we will swallow them up. Their protection is gone, but the LORD is with us. Do not be afraid of them." 
10 But the whole assembly talked about stoning them. Then the glory of the LORD appeared at the Tent of Meeting to all the Israelites. 

A. The people are talking about stoning Joshua; and Joshua is more concerned about not offended God.

 In other words, Joshua is more concerned about what God thinks than what the people think.
B. Proverbs 29:25 (NIV) 
25 Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the LORD is kept safe. 
C. So many of us don’t do what we know that we should be doing because we are so worried about what other people will think.

D. You want to lose your spiritual perspective you begin to worry about what other people think instead of what God thinks.
Let us pray!
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