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A Rock in the Way of the Promised Land

Numbers 20
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Two weeks ago we looked at the red heifer sacrifice and its shortcomings and now as we enter Chapter 20 there is a gap of time of some 37 ½  years.

Forty years has passed. The old generation had passed away. And now God is getting ready to take the new generation into the Promised Land.
The Israelites had been to the Kadesh before. VERSE 1. In fact, it was the place that twelve spies returned to the Israel community and gave their report about the Promised Land. And we know what happened; they turned away in unbelief. And now they are back at that place again. Lesson #1 Sometimes we can not move forward until we go back to the place where we went off course.
VERSE 1 tells us about a funeral, Miriam’s funeral. Moses and Aaron bury their sister in verse 1and then after the last bit of dirt is laid over the spot we read the word “NOW” in VERSE 2. How insensitive of these people to confront Aaron and Moses even before they have the chance to unwind from the events of today. Remember, this is the new generation of Israelites; the old generation has passed away. But it seems that it is still the same bellying aching and gripping that the old generation did. This time it is because they have no water. Lesson # 2 Sometimes as a leader changing the people that you lead only changes the faces of those you lead- nothing else changes!

Look at VERSES 3-5. Now what is interesting to me is that they are complaining that Moses took them out of Egypt but most of them were born in the desert. They had never been in Egypt.  Lesson #3 We quickly learn the gripes of others and adopt them as our own.  
VERSE 6 Moses and Aaron got away from the people and come into the presence of the Lord. They humbled themselves by falling facedown and in VERSE 7 God give them instruction as to how the people will receive water. Take the staff and speak to the rock and it will pour out water.
VERSE 10- He humbled Himself before the Lord but Moses didn’t leave everything with God.  You can tell he is still very mad at the Israelites for their insensitivity in not allowing them to finish mourning for their sister. So he addresses them “Listen, you rebels…” 

God knew Moses was still angry. He never told Moses to say anything to the people. God wanted Him to talk only to the rock. And we know what happened; he struck the rock in his anger and he and Aaron are not allowed to enter the Promised Land.

You say God is being hard on Moses but instead He was painting for us a beautiful picture that Moses messed up.

Exodus 17:6 God tells Moses to strike the rock at Horeb and water will come out of it.

1 Corinthians 10:4- In both cases in Exodus and Numbers the rocks that brought forth water represented Christ.

Hebrews 9:28 Christ was sacrificed only once.

In Exodus the hitting of the rock represented the crucifixion at Calvary. 
Now in Numbers God tells Moses to speak to the rock because it has already been smitten. 

The consequences are found in VERSE 12 and 13. Moses and Aaron are not allowed to go into the Promised Land.

In Deuteronomy 3 23-26 we see that Moses isn’t happy about the consequences of his actions. But God doesn’t change his mind.

In VERSE 14 Moses is going to try to gain permission to travel through the Edomite land because it was the easiest and most direct route. But there is bad blood between the Edomintes and Israel. These two are not strangers; that is why he refers to the Israelites as your brother Israel. This goes back to Esau and Jacob and their split. 
Lesson #4 Life doesn’t always work out where you can go the direct route.
Now in verse 22, four month later Aaron is ready for death and Moses must once again attend a funeral. In verse 26 God makes provision for Eleazar to become the High Priest. Lesson #5 God sometimes takes His workers but the work goes on.” 
Verse 29- and the people mourned for Moses 30 days.
