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A New Attitude

The Difference between Doubt and Faith

Introduction:
Last week we discussed the fifth negative attitude that causes us to grumble at God and others. We saw that the Israelites sent twelve spies into the Promise Land and ten of them came back with a negative report and only two, Joshua and Caleb came back with a good report. The people chose to accept the bad report and it said that very night all the people grumbled against God. God got angry with the people for their doubts and did not allow that generation to enter the Promise Land but rather to die in the wilderness.

And we said that one of the worse consequences of doubt is that we miss out on God’s best for our life. The Israelites missed out on the Promised Land as result of their doubts. In order not to miss out on God’s best for us, each one of us needs to approach our life on the basis of faith. But few of us know exactly what that means. And so today, I want to show you the difference between a life of faith and a life of doubt.

Read Deuteronomy 1:23-36 

1. Doubt always has a logical explanation to back it up; faith has God’s Word to back it up.
Vs 28: They say, “The people are stronger and taller than we are; the cities are large, with walls up to the sky. We even saw the Anakites there.

A. The people had a logical explanation why they could not move forward. It’s a good sounding argument. The people in these cities are larger than us, the cities are very large and they are fortified with walls. Logically speaking, there is no way that we can overtake them.

B. Think of all the logical explanations we use to doubt God. Old Bala Chitto Baptist Church will never grow because it is back in the woods and no one can find it. You know, I cannot teach a Sunday School class because I just don’t know that much about the Bible and I would not know what to say. I would love to give to the church, but you never have enough money to raise two children in today’s world.

C. Moses only had one thing to counteract the people’s logical explanation. God’s Word. Look at verse 29. Didn’t He tell us that He would take us to the Promised Land? Didn’t He bring us this far?

D. Bala Chitto will grow because He says He builds the church. And if some of us believe that then God will grow this church. Some of you will teach Sunday School because you know God will give you the words to say at the right time. Some of you will give to the church even if your finances are tight at home because you know God will bless it. 

E. Unfortunately, however, more often than not faith will lose out to logical explanations. We allow the logical explanations to overrule our faith in God.

2. Doubt’s goal is to keep me comfortable; faith’s goal is to increase my trust in God.
Numbers 14:3and then 9 …Wouldn’t it be better for us to go back to Egypt? Vs 9- …And do not be afraid of the people of the land, because we will swallow them up. Their protection is gone, but the Lord is with us.

A. I don’t like rides at the amusement parks that are fast or high or scary.  I don’t get on them because I doubt that I will enjoy them.  Doubt keeps me comfortable on the ground while others get on the rides.

B. Doubt will keep a person in a job they hate rather than switch. Doubt will keep a person in a dead church rather than switching because I don’t know if the people in a new church will accept me.

C. Faith on the other hand is always pushing me forward to take the risk.

3. Doubt makes doing nothing feel good; faith only feels comfortable by doing.

Numbers 14: 1-8 That night all the people of the community raised their voices and wept aloud…

A. The Israelites wanted to stay right there in the desert or go back home to Egypt. Joshua and Caleb operating in their faith wanted to go on and take the promise land. 

B. You can tell the people in a church that are the doubters. They do nothing: opportunities of service come by, they do nothing; The plate is passed by, they give nothing; a friend is hurting spiritually and they say nothing. The first bit of trouble in their life and they vanish from their pew. Churches are full of doubters. 

C. People of faith are the doers in a church. Joshua and Caleb wanted to move forward. Noah went ahead and built the ark. You find a person who is trying to push us forward and you will find a man or woman of faith.

4. Doubt is always the way of the majority; faith is always the way of the minority.
Vs. 34-40 When the Lord heard what you said, he was angry and solemnly swore…

A. The doubters will always outnumber the believers. In the desert there were 2 million people who doubted that they could take the land and only 2 who could believe that the land was theirs because God gave it to them.

B. In a church our size, I wonder how many people of faith we have if the doubters are the vast majority.

5. Doubt may keep me comfortable but won’t keep me safe, faith may not keep me comfortable but it will keep me safe.
Deuteronomy 1:34-38- When the Lord heard what you said, he was angry and solemnly swore…

A. The people who doubted they were comfortable in the desert from they were not safe from the judgment of god. They were going to die without going into the Promised Land.

B. The two who exhibited the faith they were not going to be comfortable because they were going to have to fight the giants. But God’s hand was going to keep them safe.

C. The only way to play it safe in the Christian life is to exhibit faith.

6. I sometimes don’t get a second chance to replace my doubt with faith. 

Vs. 41-43 Then you replied, “We have sinned against the Lord. We will go up and fight, as the Lord God commands us….

A. They changed their mind. They wanted to operate in faith rather than doubt. The only problem was God was not willing to give them a second chance. He had done it in the past but this time He chose not to.

B. An invitation is given to accept Christ as Savior. You say: I am just not ready yet. I got to get my life straight first. In your doubt you refuse, you don’t know how many times God will give you the next change to exhibit faith in Him.

The Difference between Doubt and Faith

· 1. Doubt always has a _____________ _________________ to back it up; faith has __________ ____________ to back it up.

· 2. Doubt’s goal is to keep me ___________________; faith’s goal is to increase my ____________ in ___________.

· 3. Doubt makes doing nothing feel _______________; faith only feels comfortable by _______________.

· 4. Doubt is always the way of the ______________; faith is always the way of the __________________.

· 5. Doubt may keep me comfortable but won’t keep me ____________; faith may not keep me comfortable but it will keep me _______________.

· 6. I sometimes don’t get a second chance to replace my ____________ with __________.

Additional Notes:

